
Alagoon in Argentina’s southern
Patagonia region has turned bright
pink in a striking, but frightful phe-

nomenon experts and activists blame on
pollution by a chemical used to preserve
prawns for export. The color is caused by
sodium sulfite, an anti-bacterial product
used in fish factories, whose waste is
blamed for contaminating the Chubut riv-
er that feeds the Corfo lagoon and other
water sources in the region, according to
activists.

Residents have long complained of
foul smells and other environmental
issues around the river and lagoon.
“Those who should be in control are the
ones who authorize the poisoning of peo-
ple,” environmental activist Pablo Lada
told AFP, blaming the government for the
mess. The lagoon turned pink last week
and remained the abnormal color yester-
day, said Lada, who lives in the city of
Trelew, not far from the lagoon and some
1,400 km south of Buenos Aires.

Environmental engineer and virologist
Federico Restrepo told AFP the col-
oration was due to sodium sulfite in fish
waste, which by law, should be treated
before being dumped. The lagoon, which
is not used for recreation, receives runoff
from the Trelew industrial park and has
turned the color of fuchsia before.

But residents of the area are fed up.
In recent weeks, residents of Rawson,
neighboring Trelew, blocked roads used

by trucks carrying processed fish waste
through their streets to treatment plants
on the city’s outskirts. “We get dozens of
trucks daily, the residents are getting
tired of it,” said Lada. With Rawson off

limits due to the protest, provincial
authorities granted authorization for fac-
tories to dump their waste instead in the
Corfo lagoon.

“The reddish color does not cause

damage and will disappear in a few
days,” environmental control chief for
Chubut province, Juan Micheloud, told
AFP last week. Sebastian de la Vallina,
planning secretary for the city of Trelew

disagreed: “It is not possible to minimize
something so serious.” Plants that
process fish for export, mainly prawns
and hake, generate thousands of jobs for
Chubut province, home to some 600,000
people.

Dozens of foreign fishing companies
operate in the area in waters under
Argentina’s Atlantic jurisdiction. “Fish
processing generates work... it’s true.
But these are multi-million-dollar profit
companies that don’t want to pay freight
to take the waste to a treatment plant
that already exists in Puerto Madryn, 35
miles away, or build a plant closer,” said
Lada. —AFP 
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Lyniv becomes
first woman 
conductor at
Bayreuth Festival

Conductor Oksana Lyniv on Sunday
became the first woman to hold
the baton in the 145-year history of

Germany’s renowned Bayreuth opera
festival, with Chancellor Angela Merkel in
the audience. Lyniv, 43, from Ukraine,
opened the festival dedicated to the
works of Richard Wagner by conducting
a new production of “The Flying
Dutchman” directed by Dmitri
Tcherniakov.

Merkel, a longtime Wagner fan,
attended the premiere dressed in an
orange jacket and a floor-length black
skirt, along with her husband Joachim
Sauer. Asked last week how she felt
about her appearance at the festival,
Lyniv told the Berliner Zeitung newspa-
per: “A score by Richard Wagner is a
major professional challenge for any con-
ductor. Gender is irrelevant.”

But she also said she was grateful for
the set-up of the Bayreuth theatre, which
famously covers the orchestra with a
hood to conceal it from the audience. “It
won’t be about what I’m wearing, how I’m
conducting. It will just be about whether
it’s working or not, about the sound
alone,” she told the Sueddeutsche
Zeitung.

After being cancelled last year due to
COVID-19, the festival will play out in
front of a smaller audience than usual,
with only 911 people attending the open-
ing performance. Audience members
must be fully vaccinated or able to show
a recent negative test result, and all must
wear face masks. The famous Bayreuth
festival chorus will also feature only in
the form of recordings.

Wagner’s musical and artistic legacy
from the 19th century is infused with anti-
Semitism, misogyny and proto-Nazi ideas
of racial purity. His grandiose, nationalis-
tic works were later embraced by the
Third Reich, and Adolf Hitler called him
his favorite composer. Nevertheless, in
purely musical terms, Wagner’s achieve-
ments are undeniable and his operas fig-
ure in the standard repertoire of houses
around the world. — AFP 

New M Night Shyamalan horror-
thriller “Old” aged to perfection at
the top of the North American box

office in its debut weekend, taking in an
estimated $16.5 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations reported Sunday. The
movie, about a family that becomes
trapped on a beach where they begin to
age precipitously, stars Gael Garcia
Bernal and Vicky Krieps, and beat out
the weekend’s second-highest money-
maker “Snake Eyes” by more than $3
million.

Paramount’s latest G I Joe install-
ment, also in its debut weekend, took in
an estimated $13.4 million, recounting
the origin story of its titular character
Snake Eyes’ involvement with the famed
squad. In third place was Disney super-
hero flick “Black Widow” starring Scarlett
Johansson, which earned an estimated
$11.6 million.

Last week’s top earner, the Warner
Bros live action/animated “Space Jam: A

New Legacy,” fell to fourth with $9.6 mil-
lion. The movie sees NBA superstar
LeBron James teaming up with Bugs
Bunny and other Looney Tunes charac-
ters in a high-stakes basketball game
against a rogue artificial-intelligence enti-
ty threatening his son. And in fifth was
Universal’s “F9: The Fast Saga,” at $4.6
million, bringing the five-week domestic
total of the Vin Diesel/John Cena action
thriller to more than $160 million.

Rounding out the top 10 were:
“Escape Room: Tournament of
Champions” ($3.4 million)
“Boss Baby: Family Business” ($2.7 mil-
lion)
“The Forever Purge” ($2.3 million)
“A Quiet Place: Part II” ($1.3 million)
“Roadrunner: A Film About Anthony
Bourdain” ($830,000) — AFP 

One of the key ways humans
acquire new skills is by observing
proficient individuals in action:

think of a child learning by watching older
siblings, or budding athletes emulating
the techniques of established stars.
Turns out the same is true of cockatoos,
according to a study published Thursday
in Science. A few members of the highly
intelligent Australian bird species figured
out how to pry open trash cans to forage
for food, then rapidly spread the gospel
to neighboring groups across the sub-
urbs of Sydney until it became more
common knowledge, the paper said.

Lead author Barbara Klump of the
Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior
told AFP this phenomenon is known as
“social learning,” but it’s usually hard to
document in wild animals, either because
the behaviors are rare, or there are other

possible explanations like genetics.
The idea for the new research came

about when one member of the team,
Richard Major of the Australian Museum,
made a phone video of a sulphur-crested
cockatoo using its beak and foot to lift
the heavy lid of a bin, flip it over, and
feast on leftover foods. “We were really
intrigued because it’s a novel foraging
innovation, a novel way to access
resources in a city,” said Klump.

They realized they had a unique
opportunity to systematically study the
behavior, “because the birds are every-
where on the east coast of Australia, and
the bins are exactly the same every-
where,” creating uniform conditions sci-
entists refer to as a “natural experiment”.
First, they needed to know if all cocka-
toos could open the wheeled trash cans.

They ran an online survey in which
residents of the Greater Sydney and

Wollongong region were asked where
they lived, if they’d seen the behavior
before or not, and if so when. The results
showed that prior to 2018, trash opening
was happening only in three suburbs, but
by the end of 2019, residents were
reporting it in 44 suburbs. Further analy-
sis of the data confirmed that the skills
spread first to districts adjacent to the
original suburbs, then further out over
time - confirming the behavior wasn’t
popping up at random over the city.

Cockatoo subcultures 
To understand the phenomenon bet-

ter, the team went out to some of the
suburbs on trash collection day and
recorded the birds in action, finding that
opening a can is a complex, multi-step
task. Within groups, only around ten per-
cent of cockatoos could open a lid, with
the rest profiting from the efforts of the
“pioneer”.

The task comprised five stages: the
initial pry, opening the lid more fully, hold-
ing it up, walking along the bin’s edge
towards the hinge to lift the lid higher,
and the final flip. At each of these steps,
the team observed variations, such as

whether a bird opened the lid at the han-
dle or the rim, and whether it turned its
head upside down in the process or not.

Intriguingly, the specific techniques
the birds used differed by where they
lived, and were more similar in neighbor-
ing suburbs than those far away. “That
really shows us that there are these local
subcultures, like local traditions of doing
things,” said Klump. Cultural differences
have previously been seen in other ani-
mals, such as different regional dialects
in whales and monkeys, or regional vari-
ations in birdsong.

The research adds to the long list of
impressive feats the birds are capable of
- which includes solving complex
mechanical puzzles and inventing their
own dance moves to music - and sheds
light on how cockatoos have adapted to
the demands of urban living. In addition
to their big brains, cockatoos are highly
social.

Each evening, huge flocks of 50 to
500 come to roost, before dispersing in
small foraging parties of five or so during
the day. Sometimes these smaller parties
mix with other groups, which is probably
where the knowledge transfer takes
place, Klump said. “They actually pay
attention to each other, learn from each
other and pass this knowledge along...
it’s interesting how similar they are in
these respects to us,” she added. — AFP 

Films by Jane Campion, Pedro
Almodovar and Paolo Sorrentino
will compete among other inter-

national entries for the Venice Film
Festival’s top Golden Lion prize next
month, organizers said. Twenty-one
films will compete during the 78th edi-
tion of the high-profile competition to
be held September 1-11, with
Almodovar’s “Madres Paralelas”
(Parallel Mothers) starring Penelope
Cruz opening the festival.

In the running is Campion, whose lat-
est movie about a fraternal feud on a
Montana ranch-”The Power of the Dog”
starring Benedict Cumberbatch and
Kirsten Dunst-comes after a hiatus from
film since 2009. The directorial debut of
US actress Maggie Gyllenhaal, “The
Lost Daughter,” based on a novel by
Elena Ferrante, will also compete,
alongside other US entries by directors
Paul Schrader (“The Card Counter”)
and Ana Lily Amirpour (“Mona Lisa and
the Blood Moon”).

A record five films are from Italy,
including Sorrentino’s “E Stata la Mano
di Dio” (It was the Hand of God), shot in
Naples and starring the director’s fre-
quent collaborator, Toni Servillo. Back in
the top competition this year is Mexico’s
Michel Franco with “Sundown” starring
Tim Roth. The filmmaker won the festi-
val’s second most important award, the
Grand Jury Prize, last year for his unset-
tling look at race and class and race in
Mexico, “Nuevo Orden” (New Order).

Films from France, Argentina, Chile,
the Philippines, Poland, Russia, Ukraine
and Venezuela will also feature in the
main competition. South Korean director
Bong Joon-ho, whose “Parasite” won
the Academy Award for Best Picture in
2020, will preside over the jury. — AFP 

Aerial view of a lagoon that turned pink due to a chemical used to help shrimp conservation in fishing factories near Trelew, in the Patagonian
province of Chubut, Argentina, on July 23, 2021. — AFP photos

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, her husband Joachim Sauer, Bavaria’s State Premier Markus
Soeder and his wife Karin Soeder, arrive for the opening ceremony of the annual Bayreuth Festival
featuring the music of German composer Richard Wagner on Sunday at the festival theatre (Richard-
Wagner-Festspielhaus) in Bayreuth, southern Germany. — AFP 

(From left) Luca Faustino Rodriguez, Aaron Pierce, M Night Shyamalan, Kylie Begley, Gael Garcia
Bernal, Vicky Krieps, Rufus Sewell, Kailen Jude, Alex Wolff, Nolan River, Alexa Swinton, Mikaya
Kenzie Fisher and Nikki Amuka-Bird attend the New York premiere of “Old” at Jazz at Lincoln Center
on July 19, 2021 in New York City. — AFP 

A sulphur-crested cockatoo opens the lid of a household
waste bin in Sydney on July 20, 2021. — AFP 


