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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday received 
a phone call from King Abdullah II of Jordan, 
inquiring about his health. The Jordanian Monarch 
wished His Highness the Amir lasting wellbeing 
and the State of Kuwait further progress and 
prosperity. His Highness the Amir and King 
Abdullah discussed during the contact the solid 
brotherly relations between the two countries and 
peoples, means of boosting further these ties at 
various levels, issues of joint interest and latest 
developments on the regional and international 
arenas. His Highness the Amir expressed deep 
gratitude to King Abdullah for the gracious ges-
ture and “this brotherly communication that 
depicts the historic and solid relations between 
the two countries and peoples.” He also extended 
good wishes to the King and his country. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
Chairman of the Municipal  Council  Osama 
Humoud Al-Otaibi at Bayan Palace yesterday. 
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of 
condolences yesterday to the Saudi King Salman 

bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud over the death of the moth-
er of Prince Musab bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.  

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir sent 
cables of condolences to the UAE Supreme 
Council member and Ruler of Umm Al-Quwain, 
Sheikh Saud Bin Rashid Al-Mualla, and Sheikh 
Rashid bin Saud bin Rashid Al-Mualla, the Crown 
Prince of Umm Al-Quwain, on the death of 
Sheikha Maryam bint Ali bin Rashid Al-Mualla. His 
Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the 
Prime Minister sent similar cables. 

Separately, His Highness the Amir has cabled 
Mary S imon, Canada ’s  Governor  Genera l , 
expressing deep congratulations on installing 
her  as  the  nat ion ’s  governor  genera l . H is 
Highness the Amir expressed good wishes to 
her and her nation. His Highness the Crown 
Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister 
addressed cables  of  ident ica l  content  to 
Canada’s Governor General.  — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Chairman of the 
Municipal Council Osama Humoud Al-Otaibi. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: People watch the sunset at a beach on July 24, 2021. — Xinhua 
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 even though the constitution enshrines a parlia-

mentary democracy. 
It “is a coup d’etat against the revolution and 

against the constitution,” said Ennahdha, the lead 
party in Tunisia’s fractious ruling coalition charged, 
warning its members “will defend the revolution”. The 
crisis follows months of deadlock between the presi-
dent, the premier and Ennahdha chief Rached 
Ghannouchi, which has crippled the COVID response 
as deaths have surged to one of the world’s highest 
per capita rates. 

Tunisia has recently been overwhelmed by 
COVID-19 cases which have raised the death toll to 
more than 18,000 in a nation of 12 million. Police also 
shuttered the local bureau of Qatari-based Al Jazeera 
television, the network’s Tunis director Lotfi Hajji said, 
warning that “what is happening is very dangerous, it 
is proof that freedom of the press is threatened”. 

The powerful Tunisian General Labour Union 
(UGTT) which played a key role in the 2011 uprising, 
said the president acted “in accordance” with the 
constitution to “prevent imminent danger and to 
restore the normal functioning” of the state. Saied’s 
power-grab sparked jubilant rallies late Sunday by 
thousands of his supporters who flooded the streets 
of Tunis, waving the national flag and sounding their 
car horns as fireworks lit up the sky. 

But the shock move was criticized abroad. 
Germany urged a rapid “return to constitutional 
order” while the foreign ministry in Turkey, where the 

government supports Ennahdha, called for “democ-
ratic legitimacy” to be restored. Since Saied was 
elected in 2019, he has been locked in a showdown 
with Mechichi and Ghannouchi, who is also house 
speaker. The rivalry has blocked ministerial appoint-
ments and diverted resources from tackling Tunisia’s 
many economic and social problems. 

In the chaotic scenes outside parliament yester-
day, Ghannouchi admonished an army officer who 
was blocking access and who had declared the 
troops were “the protectors of the nation”. 
Ghannouchi retorted that “the Tunisian people will 
never accept an authoritarian government, whatever 
your efforts”. Saied said he would assume executive 
power “with the help” of a government whose new 
chief he would appoint himself. The president also 
lifted parliamentary immunity for lawmakers. 

In the 10 years since Tunisia’s popular revolution 
toppled dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia has 
had nine governments. Some of them have lasted only 
a few months, hindering the reforms needed to 
revamp the country’s struggling economy and poor 
public services. Sunday’s political drama began with 
mass protests against the government for its failures 
in tackling the pandemic. 

“The people want the dissolution of parliament,” 
the crowd chanted outside parliament in Tunis. 
Protests were also reported in several other cities. A 
senior Ennahdha official, speaking to AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity, alleged that the protests and sub-
sequent celebrations, had all been choreographed by 
the president. After Saied’s announcement, one jubi-
lant supporter, Nahla, brandished a Tunisian flag and 
hailed the president’s “courageous decisions”. “This 
is the president we love!” she said. But one man, 
aged in his forties, watched on without enthusiasm 
and said: “These fools are celebrating the birth of a 
new dictator.” — AFP 

Tunisia president  
ousts govt amid...

TUNIS: Tunisian security officers hold back protesters outside the parliament building yesterday following 
a move by the president to suspend the country’s parliament and dismiss the prime minister. — AFP 
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 to flow even before she dropped the bar to the 

floor after a triumphant effort. Liao took the silver, 
with Kazakhstan’s Zulfiya Chinshanlo the bronze 
10kg adrift of the top two. 

“It’s unbelievable, it’s a dream, come true,” Diaz 
told AFP moments after the Philippines Air Force 
woman shed more tears on the podium as she salut-
ed her flag and sung the national anthem. “I want to 
say to the young generation in the Philippines, ‘You 
can have this dream of gold too’. “This is how I 
started and finally I was able to do it.” 

Diaz was already assured a place in her country’s 
sporting folklore, alongside the likes of boxing icon 
Manny Pacquiao, as the only woman from the 
sprawling archipelago ever to win an Olympic 
medal - her surprise silver five years ago breaking a 
20-year medal drought for the Philippines. Diaz 
spent the last year and a half training in exile in 
Malaysia because of COVID restrictions, so dedi-
cated was she to claim an unprecedented gold in 
her fourth and probably final Games. 

“I’m looking forward to going back home to the 
Philippines to be with my family because I really 
miss them,” she said, choking up once more with 
emotion. “I’m looking forward now to enjoy my life 
after so many sacrifices.” Diaz’s medal was just the 
11th by the Philippines since they first took part in 
the Olympics in 1924, and now the only gold. 

Diaz became just the second athlete from her 
country to win multiple Olympic medals, joining 
swimmer Teofilo Yldefonzo who won bronze in the 
men’s 200m breaststroke in 1928 and 1932. She 
became a national hero for her exploits in Rio and 
her profile soared when she won Asian Games gold 
in Jakarta in 2018. But on that occasion China were 
suspended by the International Weightlifting 
Federation for multiple doping violations. 

China have been dominant since their return later 
in 2018 and have had it all their own way so far in 
Tokyo in the absence of fierce rivals North Korea. 
The first three weightlifting golds were all won by 
Chinese athletes - in the women’s 49kg through Hou 
Zhihui on Saturday and men’s winners Li Fabin 
(61kg) and Chen Lijun (67kg) on Sunday. 

Liao was gracious in defeat as the Chinese gold 
rush in weightlifting was halted in stunning fashion. 
“I really respect Diaz as an opponent because she 
did the best she could, in fact better than that and 
that is the ultimate,” Liao said. “She did a better job 
and it is nice for all the people that were support-
ing her.” 

Diaz, known as “Haidee”, has a huge social media 
following in her home country which is set to grow. 
Internet platforms instantly turned her into the 
country’s top trending topic on Twitter as news of 
her win spread, upstaging President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s final State of the Nation address. 
“Congratulations, Sgt Hidilyn Diaz!” tweeted the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines where the 
weightlifter is enlisted. Vice President Leni Robredo 
said: “Big win for the Philippines!! Thank you for 
making us proud, Hidilyn.” Duterte’s spokesman, 
Harry Roque, congratulated Diaz “for bringing pride 
and glory to the Philippines”. — AFP 
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FRANKFURT: Germany’s BioNTech, which developed 
a coronavirus vaccine with US giant Pfizer in record 
time, said yesterday it aimed to start trialing a malaria 
vaccine next year using the same breakthrough mRNA 
technology. If successful, the vaccine could be a crucial 
step in the fight against the mosquito-borne disease, 
which kills more than 400,000 people a year - mainly 
young children in Africa. 

“We will do whatever it takes to develop a safe and 
effective mRNA-based malaria vaccine that will prevent 
the disease, reduce mortality and ensure a sustainable 
solution for the African continent and other regions 
affected by this disease,” BioNTech CEO Ugur Sahin 
said in a statement. 

The company said it will assess several vaccine candi-
dates and begin clinical trials by the end of 2022. The 
project is backed by the World Health Organization, the 
Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the European Union. BioNTech said it was also looking at 
setting up an mRNA hub in Africa so that future vaccines 

can be manufactured and distributed on the continent. 
The planned malaria vaccine would use the same 

messenger RNA method that made its debut with the 
Pfizer/BioNTech coronavirus vaccine, which was the 
first jab against COVID to be approved in the West in 
late 2020. The coronavirus jab developed by US rival 
Moderna also uses mRNA technology. 

Scientists believe mRNA vaccines, which provoke an 
immune response by delivering genetic molecules con-
taining the code for key parts of a pathogen into human 
cells, could be a game-changer against many diseases. 
They also take less time to develop than traditional vac-
cines. BioNTech’s COVID-19 shot was developed and 
approved by regulators in less than a year. 

“We are witnessing the start of a revolution in med-
ical science, the revolution of messenger RNA,” 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
said at yesterday’s online launch event. “Eradicating 
malaria is now a realistic goal and now we know that it 
can be achieved already in this generation.” 

In a conference call with reporters, Sahin said he 
believed BioNTech’s malaria efforts have “a high likelihood 
for success”. The fight against malaria received a boost in 
April when researchers from Britain’s Oxford University 
announced that their Matrix-M vaccine candidate had 
become the first to surpass the WHO’s threshold of 75-
percent efficacy, in a study on infants in Burkina Faso. A 
large-scale, final stage trial is ongoing. — AFP 

PARIS: Heatwaves that obliterate temperature 
records as in western Canada last month and 
Siberia last year are caused by the rapid pace, 
rather than the amount, of global warming, 
researchers said yesterday. The findings, reported in 
Nature Climate Change, suggest that humanity is 
likely to see a lot more deadly scorchers in the com-
ing decades. 

“Because we are in a period of very rapid warm-
ing, we need to prepare for more heat events that 
shatter previous records by large margins,” head 
author Erich Fischer, a senior scientist at ETH 
Zurich and a lead author of the UN climate science 
assessment currently under review, told AFP. 

The heatwave that ravaged British Columbia saw 
temperatures hit 49.6 degrees Celsius, more than 
five degrees above the hottest day recorded in 
Canada up to that point. Current rates of warming - 
about 0.2 degrees Celsius per decades - are likely 
to continue for at least another 10 to 20 years no 
matter how quickly humanity reduces the carbon 
pollution that drives global heating, the study warns. 

But efforts to curb greenhouse gases over the 
next decade will pay off later. “The future probabili-

ty of record-shattering extremes depends on the 
emissions pathway that gets us to a given level of 
warming,” Fischer said. Up to now, research on how 
global warming will affect heatwaves has focused 
mostly on how much temperatures have risen com-
pared to some reference period rather than on how 
quickly. 

That is, of course, critically important, and the 
science has shown without a doubt that a warmer 
world will produce more and hotter heatwaves. But 
not taking into account how quickly temperatures 
rise fails to capture a key part of the picture. 

“Without climate change, one would expect 
record temperatures to become rarer the longer we 
measure,” Fischer explained. Likewise, if average 
global temperatures stabilize - at, say, 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above mid-19th century levels, the aspira-
tional target of the Paris Agreement - dramatic new 
records would progressively become less frequent. 

Fischer compares it to track and field, where the 
longer a discipline exists, the harder it is top a world 
record. The long and high jump records, for exam-
ple, have stood for decades, or are only ever sur-
passed by a centimeter or two. 

But if athletes start taking performance-enhanc-
ing drugs, as happened in US baseball during the 
late 1990s, records are suddenly broken often and 
by a lot. “The climate currently behaves like an ath-
lete on steroids,” Fischer said. At current rates of 
greenhouse gas emissions, the world is on track to 
continue warming at current rates to more than 3C 
by 2100. — AFP 
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