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Duterte hails drug war,  
says ‘long way’ to go6 Iceland home to world’s most  

expensive feather treasure11 Japan top medals table as  
Daley strikes Olympic gold16New Jahra Medical City to  

raise health system capacity3

 News in brief

Most COVID curbs lifted,  
gatherings still banned

Shops can remain open after 8 pm • Children’s activities to resume from Sept 1 

TOKYO: Kuwaiti shooter Abdullah Al-Rashidi won a 
bronze medal with a score of 46 in the Olympic men’s 
skeet shooting competition yesterday. USA’s Vincent 
Hancock took the gold medal with an Olympic record 

score of 59, while Denmark’s Jesper Hansen won silver 
with 55. Some 30 competitors took part in the event 
over two days at the Asaka Shooting range, with the 
top six advancing to the finals. — KUNA (See Page 3)

Rashidi makes Kuwait proud

TOKYO: Kuwait’s bronze medalist Abdullah Al-Rashidi celebrates on the podium with the national 
flag after the men’s skeet final during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Asaka Shooting Range 
yesterday. — AFP 

Lebanon picks Mikati as next PM 
 
BEIRUT: Lebanese 
lawmakers yesterday 
tasked ex-premier and 
billionaire Najib Mikati 
with forming a govern-
ment and ending one 
year of political dead-
lock that has crippled 
the economy. Mikati, 
seen by many as a sym-
bol of Lebanon’s corrupt oligarchy, will pick up 
where Saad Hariri left off earlier this month, 
after failing to broker a deal despite intense 
international pressure. — AFP (See Page 5)

Abu Dhabi slashes setup costs  
 
ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi will slash the cost of 
establishing new businesses by “more than 90 
percent” from today to increase the “competi-
tiveness regionally and internationally” of the 
emirate, already a magnet for commerce. 
“Business setup fees in Abu Dhabi emirate have 
been reduced to AED1,000 ($272) - a reduction 
of more than 90 percent,” the Abu Dhabi 
Government Media Office said in a statement 
late Sunday. — AFP (See Page 8)

Iran daily cases exceed 30,000  
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s daily COVID caseload crossed 
the 30,000 mark for the first time yesterday, its 
health ministry said, marking a second record 
daily high within a week. In the past 24 hours, 
the Islamic republic registered a record 31,814 
new infections to bring its total number of posi-
tive cases since the start of the pandemic to 
3,723,246. It also recorded 322 additional coro-
navirus-related deaths, taking the total to 
89,122. — AFP 

Najib Mikati
KUWAIT: Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait Mohammad Al-Hashel 
speaks during a symposium to launch the 9th Financial Stability Report for 
2020 at the bank’s headquarters yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait needs urgent 
reforms to put its finances on a more 
sustainable footing, as monetary tools 
are not sufficient to address structural 
challenges, the governor of the 
Central Bank said yesterday. “There is 
an urgent need for economic reforms, 
and all parties, especially the execu-
tive and legislative authority, must 

work to address all imbalances”, 
Mohammad Al-Hashel told a confer-
ence. He didn’t mention any specific 
measures but said reforms should aim 
to reduce Kuwait’s dependence on oil. 

The Central Bank last year intro-
duced a wide range of stimulus meas-
ures to soften the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and record low 
oil prices, on the banking sector and 
the wider economy. These included 
the reduction of a key discount rate 
twice to a historic low, relaxing banks’ 
liquidity requirements, bolstering 
banks’ lending capacity by enhancing 
maximum credit limits and reducing 
risk weights. — Reuters (See Page 9) 

Central Bank  
chief calls  
for reforms 

TUNIS: Tunisian President Kais Saied sacked the 
defense minister yesterday, a day after ousting the 
prime minister and suspending parliament, plunging 
the young democracy into constitutional crisis in the 
midst of a pandemic. Street clashes erupted yester-
day outside the army-barricaded parliament, after 

Saied dismissed Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi and 
ordered parliament closed for 30 days, a move the 
biggest political party Ennahdha decried as a “coup”. 

Saied declared on Sunday that he had “taken the 
necessary decisions to save Tunisia, the state and the 
Tunisian people,” following street protests in multiple 
cities against the government’s handling of the 
COVID pandemic. 

The president, who under the constitution con-
trols the armed forces, warned his opponents against 
taking up arms, threatening that if anyone “fires a 
single bullet, our forces will respond with a rain of 
bullets”. yesterday, afternoon, a statement from the 
presidency announced the dismissals of Defense 

Minister Ibrahim Bartaji and acting justice minister 
Hasna Ben Slimane, who is also the government 
spokeswoman. Soldiers from early yesterday block-
aded the assembly in Tunis while Saied backers 
hurled stones, bottles and insults at supporters of the 
Islamist-inspired Ennahdha, whose leader was barred 
entry to the complex. 

Troops also surrounded the office of Mechichi, 
who was yet to officially react to the events rocking 
the North African country. Later in the afternoon, the 
protests died down. Saied’s dramatic move - a 
decade on from Tunisia’s 2011 revolution, often held 
up as the Arab Spring’s sole success story - comes 

Continued on Page 2 

Tunisia president  
ousts govt amid  
political turmoil

Hidilyn Diaz 

TOKYO: Weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz made history 
yesterday when she became the first athlete from 
the Philippines to win an Olympic gold medal. The 
30-year-old Rio 2016 silver medalist from the 

southern city of Zamboanga realized her dream in 
the women’s 55kg class at the Tokyo International 
Forum, smashing her personal best to see off world 
record holder Liao Qiuyun of China who had to set-
tle for silver. 

With Liao setting a target of 223kg, just four 
kilograms shy of her own world record, Diaz was 
faced with a final clean and jerk of 127kg to win - 
fully 5kg more than she had ever achieved in com-
petition. With a massive effort she hoisted the huge 
Olympic record weight and the tears of joy began 
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Weightlifter Diaz  
wins first Olympic  
gold for Philippines

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday decided to mostly 
return to pre-COVID-19 times, allowing all commercial 
activities to operate without restrictions as of today, 
after a significant decline in the number of new coron-
avirus cases. 

Government Spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem said all 
commercial activities will from today operate as per 
the decisions and regulations of the Municipality and 
ministry of commerce and industry, which was the case 
before the pandemic. This applies to malls, restaurants, 
cafes, commercial shops and others. 

But the Cabinet continued to ban large gatherings 
including conferences, weddings and other social 
events, including gatherings at diwaniyas, according to 
Mazrem. He said people who are vaccinated are 
allowed to enter all places, but unvaccinated people 
can only enter pharmacies, cooperative societies, food 
markets, medical centers and hospitals. 

The Cabinet also decided that all activities for chil-
dren will reopen from September 1. “There has been a 
relative but comfortable stability in the number of cases 
and in people being admitted to hospitals” that prompt-
ed the decision to reopen the country, Mazrem said. 

The health ministry has reported a steady decline in 
the number of new coronavirus cases for the past two 
weeks, with numbers dropping below 1,000 cases 
every day for the past five days. The number of coron-
avirus patients in hospitals and those in intensive care 
units has also dropped. 

As for residents, Mazrem said expats who wish to 
return to the country must have been vaccinated with 
two doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna or 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines or one dose of the 
Johnson & Johnson jab. 

He said returnees must produce an electronic vacci-

nation certificate with a QR code, as authorities at the 
airport will not accept paper documents. Health 
authorities must be able to read the QR code of the 
vaccination certificates issued by the health ministries 
of other countries. 

Residents with valid residencies will be allowed to 
return to the country as of August 1. The Cabinet 
also decided to resume direct flights to Morocco and 
Maldives, but direct aviation links with Egypt and 
other countries remain suspended, Mazrem said. 

He however explained that regardless if direct 
flights are allowed or not, residents wishing to return 
must be fully vaccinated and can return from any 
country. Meanwhile, the interior ministry said yester-
day it had arrested three nurses who were issuing 
vaccination certificates to unvaccinated people for 
money. Reports said they were charging some KD 250 
per certificate.


