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Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= 
Total): 
 
 
 
China                                          6      1      4      11 
Japan                                          5      1      0      6 
United States                              4      2      4      10 
South Korea                                2      0      3      5 
Russian Olympic Committee      1      4      2      7 
Italy                                             1      1      3      5 
Australia                                      1      1     1     3 
France                                         1      1      1      3 
Hungary                                      1      1      0      2 
Tunisia                                        1      1     0      2 
Austria                                         1      0      0     1 
Ecuador                                      1      0      0      1 
Iran                                              1      0      0      1 
Kosovo                                        1      0      0      1 
Thailand                                      1      0      0      1 
Uzbekistan                                  1      0      0      1 
Canada                                       0      2      0      2 
Netherlands                                0      2      0      2 
Brazil                                           0      1      1      2 
Taiwan                                         0      1      1      2 
Britain                                          0      1      1      2 
Indonesia                                    0      1      1      2 
Serbia                                         0      1      1      2 
Belgium                                       0      1      0      1 
Bulgaria                                       0      1      0      1 
Colombia                                     0      1      0      1 
Georgia                                       0      1      0      1 
India                                            0      1      0      1 
Romania                                     0      1      0      1 
Spain                                           0      1      0      1 
Germany                                     0      0      2      2 
Kazakhstan                                 0      0      2      2 
Turkey                                         0      0      2      2 
Ukraine                                       0      0      2      2 
Estonia                                        0      0      1      1 
Zionist entity                                0      0      1      1 
Mexico                                        0      0      1      1 
Mongolia                                     0      0      1      1 
Slovenia                                      0      0      1      1 
Switzerland                                 0      0      1      1

                                                  G      S     B     T

Japan celebrates gold rush 
on day of upsets at Olympics

TOKYO: A Japanese skateboarder claimed a piece 
of Olympic history as the host nation enjoyed a gold 
rush on a day of upsets at the Tokyo Games yester-
day. The second full day of competition saw 18 gold 
medals up for grabs, including the first ever in 
skateboarding, one of several new sports intro-
duced in Tokyo as part of an International Olympic 
Committee drive to attract younger fans. 

A perfectly scripted final saw Japanese world 
champion Yuto Horigome strike gold in a tense 
street competition. The 22-year-old, who grew up 
just a stone’s throw from the Olympic venue, landed 
three huge tricks in a row to eclipse American 
favorite Nyjah Huston, who finished seventh. “This 
is special because it was held in Koto City, where I 
was born,” said Horigome. “For me it’s very mean-
ingful, very inspiring.” 

Horigome’s victory was one of four golds snaf-
fled by Japan yesterday. The haul included a 
remarkable judo double, with brother and sister Uta 
and Hifumi Abe both winning Olympic titles within 
an hour of each other. 

Uta Abe was first to strike gold in the women’s 
under-52kg category, beating Amandine Buchard of 
France in the final. She then cheered on as her big 
brother Hifumi overpowered Georgian judoka Vazha 
Margvelashvili in the under-66kg gold medal fight. 

Earlier, unheralded swimmer Yui Ohashi had 
sparked the Japan gold spree in an action-packed 
morning finals session at the Tokyo Aquatics Center. 
Ohashi powered to victory in the women’s 400 indi-
vidual medley, toppling Hungary’s defending cham-
pion Katinka Hosszu. 

Ohashi — whose previous best performance on 
the world stage was a silver medal at the 2017 
World Championships — touched in 4:32.08 ahead 
of US duo Emma Weyant and Hali Flickinger. “I 
swam believing in myself. I really did not think of 
winning the gold,” said Ohashi. 

 
Cycling, tennis upsets 

Ohashi’s win was upstaged however by Tunisian 
teenager Ahmed Hafnaoui, who pulled off a massive 
shock in the men’s 400m freestyle to take gold. The 
18-year-old had only qualified eighth-fastest for the 
final but produced a devastating late burst to win in 
3min 43.36sec, overhauling Australian Jack 
McLoughlin, who took silver in 3:43.52. 

“I just can’t believe that, it’s amazing,” Hafnaoui 
said. “I felt better in the water this morning than 
yesterday and that’s it. I’m the Olympic champion 
now.” It was Tunisia’s first ever Olympic medal in 
the event and just their third gold ever in swimming. 

The other swimming medals were split between 
the US and Australia, with Chase Kalisz winning the 
400m medley and Australia taking gold in the 
women’s 4x100m freestyle relay in a world record 
time of 3:29.69. 

The upsets extended beyond the pool later 
Sunday, with Australian world number one Ashleigh 
Barty crashing out in the first round of the women’s 
tennis singles. Barty, the reigning Wimbledon cham-
pion, lost 6-4, 6-3 to Spain’s Sara Sorribes Tormo. 

Austrian mathematician Anna Kiesenhofer mean-
while claimed a shock victory in the women’s 
cycling road race, which ended in bizarre fashion 
with Dutch veteran Annemiek van Vleuten crossing 
the line mistakenly thinking she had won. 

Van Vleuten punched the air as she finished, 
oblivious to the fact that Kiesenhofer had broken 
away from the peloton earlier to take gold. “Yes, I 
thought I had won,” van Vleuten said. “I’m gutted 
about this, of course. At first I felt really stupid, but 
then the others (her teammates) also did not know 
who had won.” 

 
Golf chaos, Biles wobbles 

Elsewhere yesterday, a century-long wait to see 
surfing at the Olympics came to an end at 

Tsurigasaki Surfing Beach. Blue skies and blazing 
sunshine greeted surfers as they paddled into the 
Pacific Ocean for the men’s and women’s heats. It 
marked the culmination of efforts to get surfing 
added to the Olympic program which date back 
more than 100 years. 

The specter of COVID-19 meanwhile continued 
to stalk the Olympics, with the men’s golf tourna-
ment upended by two high-profile withdrawals. 
World number one Jon Rahm was ruled out after 
returning a positive test — his second COVID-19 
positive in two months — while Bryson 
DeChambeau also saw his Olympic hopes end with 
a positive case. 

In gymnastics, US superstar and defending 
champion Simone Biles produced a rusty perform-
ance in qualifying, with several uncharacteristic mis-
takes in a near-empty arena. Biles rolled her eyes 
after one unsteady landing on the vault and had her 
performance director Tom Forster shaking his head 
in disbelief after a shaky end to her beam routine. 

“Simone took three big steps on the beam dis-
mount, I’ve never seen her do that before,” said 
Forster. “We’re going to be okay... this is not the 
finals, this is getting into the finals, this might be a 
great awakening for us,” he said. — AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s Uta Abe celebrates winning the judo women’s 52kg final bout against France’s Amandine Buchard dur-
ing the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Nippon Budokan in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: Reigning champions Brazil were 
held to a goalless draw by the Ivory Coast 
in the men’s Olympic football competition 
yesterday, while Andre-Pierre Gignac’s hat-
trick in a 4-3 win over South Africa kept 
France’s hopes alive. 

Brazil, who won gold for the first time 
five years ago on home soil in Rio, could 
have moved to the brink of qualification 
for the knock-out stage in Yokohama but 
were denied by a stubborn Ivory Coast. 
It could have been worse, though, as they 
had to play more than an hour with 10 
men after Aston Villa midfielder Douglas 
Luiz’s 13th-minute red card for bringing 
down Youssouf Dao when he was 
through on goal. 

Eboue Kouassi’s late dismissal evened up 
the numbers, but the Ivorians held on as 
former Barcelona winger Malcom missed a 
late chance for the South Americans. Brazil 
lead Group D on goal difference ahead of 

their final game of the opening phase 
against Saudi Arabia, who lost 3-2 to 
Germany to be eliminated from the compe-
tition. Felix Uduokhai’s 75th-minute goal 
gave Germany, who had Amos Pieper sent 
off midway through the second half, a cru-
cial three points. The Germans, looking to 
win men’s gold for the first time as a unified 
nation, will reach the next round with victo-
ry over the Ivory Coast in three days’ time. 
France would have been staring at an early 
exit with a slip-up against South Africa, but 
veteran striker Gignac rescued Les Bleus in 
a pulsating match in Saitama. The Group A 
encounter burst into life after a goalless 
first half, which saw South African midfield-
er Luther Singh miss a penalty, as 
Kobamelo Kodisang put the underdogs 
ahead eight minutes after the restart. 

The 35-year-old Gignac, captaining 
France in Japan, leveled shortly afterwards, 
only for Evidence Makgopa to restore South 
Africa’s slender lead in the 72nd minute. 
Former Marseille star Gignac, who last 
played for the French senior team in 2016, 
equalized again. 

Teboho Mokoena thought he had won 
the match with just nine minutes to play 
with a wonderful curling strike that flew in 
off the crossbar, but Gignac slotted home 
his fourth goal of the tournament from the 
penalty spot five minutes later. 

France almost ‘on plane back’ 
There was still time for France to snatch 

a winner, as Gignac found Teji Savanier to 
drill in a low strike in the second minute of 
added time. “After each South African goal 
it felt a little more like we were on the plane 
back,” said Gignac, who has played for 
Mexican club Tigres since 2015. “We saw 
the joy after Teji’s goal and we gave our-
selves a final against Japan. With heart, we 
can do well. We don’t want to return to 
France.” 

South Africa, who were hit by two play-
ers testing positive for COVID-19 in the 
Olympic Village before the tournament 
started, will need to beat Mexico in their 
last group game and hope Japan get the 
better of France to have any chance of 
making the last eight. The hosts held on to 
register their second straight win with a 2-1 
success against Mexico, who are second 
above France on goal difference. 

Goals from Real Madrid youngster 
Takefusa Kubo and Ritsu Doan put them in 
control inside the first 11 minutes and it 
proved enough despite Roberto Alvarado 
halving the deficit. Spain moved to the top 
of Group C as Mikel Oyarzabal’s late strike 
— their first goal of the tournament — 
downed Australia 1-0. Argentina beat Egypt 
1-0. In Group B, Honduras came from 
behind to beat New Zealand 3-2 and South 
Korea thrashed 10-man Romania 4-0 to 
leave all four teams on three points. — AFP 

Champions Brazil 
held, Gignac 
rescues France in 
Olympic football

TOKYO: A USA team led by 11-time 
NBA All-Star Kevin Durant were beat-
en 83-76 by France in a huge Olympic 
basketball upset yesterday. The French, 
with a team containing NBA players 
including Rudy Gobert and Evan 
Fournier, inflicted the Americans’ first 
defeat at an Olympics since the 2004 
Athens Games. 

Durant was held to just 10 points in 
the first-round game and was unable to 
inspire his team as the French came 
from behind to take control in the final 
quarter. The Americans had looked 
rusty in the build-up to Tokyo, losing to 
Nigeria in a warm-up game, and the 
defeat will underline Durant’s fears 
expressed before the Games that his 
side will not face a “cakewalk” in Japan. 

Fournier was sensational for 
France, top-scoring with 28 points. 
Although the Boston Celtics player 
only scored four from 12 from beyond 
the three-point line, he found his 
range when it mattered to help the 
French stun the Americans. 

“I tried to be aggressive. As an NBA 
player I know the players we were fac-

ing. We had to show the team how to 
attack them,” Fournier said. France 
clawed back from a 10-point deficit to 
set up a breathless final quarter and as 
the USA failed to find any rhythm, the 
French smelled victory in the Saitama 
arena, where spectators were absent 
because of coronavirus measures. 

Fournier’s three-pointer with 57 
seconds remaining put his team ahead 
76-74 and when Durant hit the rim 
with a three-pointer himself the French 
closed out the game with a succession 
of free throws. When Jayson Tatum 
fouled Nicolas Batum, the French vet-
eran NBA forward hit both from the 
line to seal a famous victory. 

Utah Jazz center Gobert played down 
the French victory. “I mean it’s great, but 
until we have what we want to have 
around our neck, it doesn’t really matter,” 
Gobert said. “Every single guy that came 
in the game brought us something,” he 
added. “It’s really the team that we want 
to be and it’s exciting for the rest of the 
tournament.” The USA face Iran in their 
next game on Wednesday when France 
take on the Czech Republic. — AFP

USA lose first men’s Olympic 
basketball game since 2004

SAITAMA: USA’s Kevin Wayne Durant (right) fights for the ball with France’s Rudy 
Gobert during the men’s preliminary round group A basketball match between 
France and USA during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Saitama Super Arena 
in Saitama yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Kuwaiti men skeet shooters Abdullah Al-Rashidi and 
Mansour Al-Rashidi finished yesterday the first round of Tokyo 2020 
Olympics skeet qualifiers held at the Asaka Olympic fields. Abdullah 
Al-Rashidi scored 74 dishes out of 75, while Mansour Al-Rashidi 71, 
as second round to be completed today, with two rounds to deter-
mine the six shooters who qualify for the finals. Abdullah Al-Rashidi 
made a strong start in the first three rounds, in which he was able to 
get the sixth place, equal with four other shooters, and one plate 
ahead of the first place winners. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti rower Abdulrahman Al-Fadhel took fourth 
place in the third round to improve positions in the rowing competi-
tion of men individuals, recording 8.56.83 minutes, to have his last 
race on July 29. Fadhel lost chance to qualify for quarterfinals in the 
last second round, after he came fourth, recording 9.04.73 minutes in 
the race held at Tokyo Bay “Sea Forest Waterway”. 

On the other hand, Kuwaiti national athletics team delegation are 
expected to arrive in Tokyo to participate in the 32nd Olympic 

Games. The delegation includes national coach Bader Abbas, player 
Yaqoub Al-Youha and player Madhawi Al-Shammari. The athletics 
competition for Madhawi Al-Shammari will start on the 30th of this 
month in the 100m race, while the athlete Yaqoub Al-Youha will par-
ticipate on the 3rd August in the 110m hurdles. —  KUNA

Kuwait’s skeet shooters 
look to qualify today

TOKYO: Kuwaiti skeet shooter Abdullah Al-Rashidi participates in the 
first round of Tokyo Olympics skeet qualifiers held at the Asaka Olympic 
fields. — KUNA


