
KANDAHAR: More than 22,000 Afghan
families have fled from their homes to
escape fighting in the former Taleban
bastion of Kandahar, officials said yester-
day, as authorities arrested four suspect-
ed insurgents over this week’s rocket
attack on Kabul. Since early May, vio-
lence has surged across several provinces
including in Kandahar after the insurgents
launched a sweeping offensive just days
after the US-led foreign forces began
their final withdrawal.

The Taleban’s deadly assault has seen
the insurgents capture scores of districts,
border crossings and encircle several
provincial capitals. “The fighting has dis-
placed 22,000 families in the past one
month in Kandahar,” Dost Mohammad
Daryab, head of the provincial refugee
department, told AFP.

“They have all moved from the volatile
districts of the city to safer areas.”
Yesterday, fighting continued on the out-
skirts of Kandahar city. “The negligence
of some security forces, especially the
police, has made way for the Taleban to
come that close,” Lalai Dastageeri,
deputy governor of Kandahar province,
told AFP.

“We are now trying to organise our
security forces.” Local authorities had set
up four camps for the displaced people

who are estimated to be about 154,000.
Kandahar resident Hafiz Mohammad
Akbar said his house had been taken over
by the Taleban after he fled. “They forced
us to leave... I am now living with my 20-
member family in a compound with no
toilet,” said Akbar.

Fears of fighting to increase 
Residents expressed concerns the

fighting might increase in days ahead. “If
they really want to fight, they should go
to a desert and fight, not destroy the city,”
said Khan Mohammad, who moved to a
camp with his family. “Even if they win,
they can’t rule a ghost town.”

Kandahar, with its 650,000 inhabi-
tants, is the second-largest city in
Afghanistan after Kabul. The southern
province was the epicentre of the
Taleban’s regime when they ruled
Afghanistan between 1996 to 2001.

Ousted from power in a US-led inva-
sion in 2001 after the September 11
attacks, the Taleban have spearheaded a
deadly insurgency that continues to this
day. Their latest offensive launched in ear-
ly May has seen the group take control of
half of the country’s about 400 districts.

Earlier this week, the chairman of the
US joint chiefs of staff General Mark
Milley said the Taleban appear to have

“strategic momentum” on the battlefield.
But global rights group Human Rights
Watch said there were reports the
Taleban were committing atrocities
against civilians in areas they had cap-
tured, including in the town of Spin
Boldak near the border with Pakistan they
captured earlier this month.

“Taleban leaders have denied respon-
sibility for any abuses, but growing evi-
dence of expulsions, arbitrary detentions,
and killings in areas under their control
are raising fears among the population,”
said Patricia Grossman, associate Asia
director at HRW said in a statement.

The authorities meanwhile announced
they had arrested four men they said
belonged to the Taleban, accusing them of
carrying out this week’s rocket attack on
Kabul. “A Taleban commander, Momin,
along with his three other men, have been
arrested. They all belong to the Taleban
group,” ministry spokesman Mirwais
Stanikzai told reporters in a video message.

At least three rockets landed near the
palace on Tuesday as President Ashraf
Ghani and his top officials performed out-
door prayers to mark the start of the
Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha. The attack
was however claimed by the jihadist
Islamic State group. He said Momin was a
key organiser of the rocket attack, and the

group was also involved in other attacks.
The palace was also attacked last year as
hundreds gathered for Ghani’s inaugura-
tion for a second term as president. That
attack was also claimed by IS. The

Taleban have announced ceasefires dur-
ing past Islamic holidays in recent years,
offering respite to Afghans who can visit
family in relative safety, but no such offer
was made on this occasion. — AFP

Typhoon In-Fa 
drenches public
in eastern China
NINGBO: Typhoon In-Fa uprooted trees and
drenched communities in knee-deep water in parts
of eastern China, but there were no reports of major
damage as it made landfall yesterday. Sea, air and
rail traffic had been shut down across a swathe of
the coast centered on the major shipping port of
Ningbo, where the weakening typhoon rumbled
ashore around midday packing winds of up to 38
metres per second, according to the China
Meteorological Administration.

Response teams in Ningbo cleared away fallen
trees in the city centre, while residents in some
neighbourhoods waded through floodwaters and
merchants piled up sandbags in front of their busi-
nesses to keep out water. The typhoon hit as the
central province of Henan was still cleaning up after
torrential downpours dumped a year’s worth of rain
in just three days last week.

Government officials yesterday added another
five dead to the toll from the freak flooding in
Henan, raising the total to 63. In-Fa’s effects were
also felt yesterday in the metropolis of Shanghai,
China’s largest city, with strong gusts of wind and
steady but not heavy rainfall.

All inbound and outbound flights were cancelled
yesterday for the city’s two international airports, as
were dozens of scheduled trains, while activity at
the ports of Shanghai and Ningbo — two of the
world’s largest — was also shut down.

The government announced that it would extend
a suspension of railway services in and out of
Shanghai through midday today. Some public

attractions in Shanghai and other cities, including
Shanghai Disneyland, also were closed and resi-
dents were warned to avoid outdoor activities.

The meteorological administration said that after
landfall In-Fa would weaken but continue to hover
over a wide expanse of eastern China for days, ring-
ing itself out and bringing heavy rainfall, possibly to
areas still recovering from last week’s flooding.

“It is necessary to be highly vigilant and pre-
vent disasters that may be caused by extreme
heavy rainfall,” the administration said yesterday.

China has suffered an annual summer flooding and
typhoon season for millennia, but the record rain-
fall this past week in Henan has prompted ques-
tions about how cities could be better prepared
for freak weather events, which experts say are
happening with increased frequency and intensity
due to climate change.

Millions were affected by the Henan floods, with
some trapped without fresh food or water for
days, and economic losses have run into the bil-
lions of dollars. — AFP
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India, on the
frontline of 
climate change   
NEW DELHI: Swathes of India are battling
deadly floods and landslides after heavy mon-
soon rains, just the latest example of how the
vast country is on the frontline of climate
change. In the first seven months of this year
alone the impoverished nation of 1.3 billion
people has experienced two cyclones, a deadly
glacier collapse in the Himalayas, a sweltering
heatwave and killer floods.

Melting glaciers 
In February, a ferocious flash flood hurtled

down a remote Indian Himalayan valley, sweep-
ing away homes, a hydro plant and around 200
people. Only 60 bodies have been found.
Experts believe the cause was a massive chunk
of glacier — 15 football fields long and five
across-breaking off high in the mountains.

A glaciologist who investigated the site told
AFP the catastrophe was “clearly a fallout of
climate change and in itself a tell-tale of our
future”. In the Indian Himalayas, about 10,000
glaciers are receding at a rate of 30 to 60
metres (100 to 200 feet) per decade as global
temperatures rise. In 2013, a flash flood in the
same area killed 6,000 people.

More cyclones 
Cyclones are not a rare sight in the north-

ern Indian Ocean but scientists say they are
becoming more frequent and severe as sea
temperatures rise. In May Cyclone Tauktae
claimed 155 lives in western India including
dozens working on oil rigs off Mumbai. It was
the fiercest storm to hit the area in several
decades.

Barely a week later Yaas, with winds the
equivalent of a category-two hurricane, killed
at least nine people and forced the evacuation
of more than 1.5 million in the east. With waves
the height of double-decker buses, hundreds of
thousands lost their houses. “I have lost my
home, everything,” said one survivor.

Hotter and hotter 
India’s average temperature rose around 0.7

degrees Celsius (1.3 degrees Fahrenheit)
between the beginning of the 20th century and
2018. It will rise another 4.4 degrees by 2100,
according to a recent government report.

In early July, tens of millions of people siz-
zled in just the latest heatwave across northern
India. India’s weather department has declared
a heatwave almost every year in the last decade
with temperatures sometimes touching 50
degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit).

The Hindustan Times newspaper reported
that heatwaves had claimed more than 17,000
lives in India since 1971, according to top mete-
orologists. Currently just five percent of Indian
households have air conditioning compared
with 90 percent in the United States and 60
percent in China. But the market is forecast to
boom in the coming years, driving up energy
consumption in what is already the world’s
third-largest carbon emitter.

Torrential rains have hit India’s western
coast in the past few days triggering landslides
and a deluge of sludge, leaving more than 75
dead and dozens missing. The hillside resort of
Mahabaleshwar reportedly saw nearly 60 cen-
timetres (23 inches) of rain in a 24-hour period,
a record. The neighbouring resort state of Goa
is reeling under its worst floods in decades, its
chief minister said. — AFP

KABUL: A woman gets her fingerprints read to submit her passport application at an office in
Kabul yesterday. —AFP

ZHENGZHOU: Soldiers clean up a street following floods caused by heavy rains in Zhengzhou, in China’s central
Henan province. — AFP

TOKYO: A Frenchman on hunger
strike in Tokyo seeking access to his
children said an appeal from President
Emmanuel Macron to Japan’s leader
had “changed nothing”, as his protest
entered its third week.

Vincent Fichot, 39, says his two
children were abducted by their
Japanese mother, and he has been on
hunger strike since July 10 in a bid to
be reunited with his family.

For two weeks, the former finance
worker — who has lived in Japan for
15 years — has sat night and day out-
side a train station near the Olympic
Stadium, where the opening ceremony
for the virus-postponed Tokyo Games
was held on Friday.

Macron, who attended the ceremo-
ny with Paris set to host the next
Olympics in 2024, held talks Saturday
with Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga.

During their meeting, Macron
brought up Fichot’s “extremely tragic
situation”, according to the French

president’s office, which called the
issue a “priority”.

Joint custody of children in cases
of divorce or separation does not
exist legally in Japan, where parental
abductions are common and often tol-
erated by local authorities.

Fichot’s wife accused him in court
of domestic violence but later retract-
ed the claim, he said. His wife’s lawyer
refused to comment to AFP, but
denounced “biased” media reports.

“While it’s good that Suga and
Macron at least discussed my case...
it has changed nothing about the sit-
uation my children are in, so I will
continue,” the Frenchman told AFP
yesterday.

After the leaders met, Macron
tweeted about the two countries’
“exceptional” relationship — drawing
ire from Fichot, whose health is begin-
ning to deteriorate.

“France doesn’t even know if my
children are alive,” he said on
Saturday of his six-year-old son and

four-year-old daughter, who he has
not seen since August 2018.

“It’s unbelievable. It’s ‘business’
first and our children after that.”

Macron’s advisors, but not the
president himself, met Fichot during

their short trip to Japan.
No official numbers exist, but

rights groups have estimated that
about 150,000 minors are forcibly
separated from a parent every year in
the East Asian archipelago. — AFP

TOKYO: File photo shows French resident Vincent Fichot, whose two children have
been abducted by their Japanese mother, poses for a photo following an interview
with AFP. —AFP 

DR Congo army says 
150 hostages freed 
from Islamist militia 
BUNIA: The army in the Democratic Republic
of Congo said yesterday its troops have freed
over 150 people taken hostage by the ADF
Islamist militia, blamed for thousands of deaths

in the country’s east. “The army was able to
release more than 150 civilians: women, elderly
people, children and young people,” said Jules
Ngongo, spokesman for  the  army in  I tur i
province.

He said this was possible after the army’s
offensives against ADF from July 18th to 20th in
Boga and Tchabi  in  I rumu terr i tory  in  the
northeast. Boga and Tchabi are some 120 kilo-
metres (75 miles) south of Bunia, the capital of
Ituri province where rebels from the All ied
Democratic Forces (ADF) have taken hold.

“These civilians were being held and used by
ADF as human shie lds . Current ly, they are
go ing  about  the i r  usua l  bus iness  f ree ly,”
Ngongo said. At the end of May, authorities
accused ADF rebels of killing at least 50 civil-
ians  in  Boga  and  Tchabi , and  a t tack ing  a
refugee camp in Irumu.

A historically Ugandan Islamist group that
the Uni ted States  l inks  with  the so-cal led
Islamic State, the ADF is the deadliest of scores
of armed militias that roam the mineral-rich
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. — AFP
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