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MUMBAI: The death toll from flooding and land-
slides triggered by heavy monsoon rains in India
climbed to 127 yesterday, officials said, with rescuers
searching for dozens more missing. The country’s
western coast has been inundated by torrential rains
since Thursday, with the India Meteorological
Department warning of further downpours over the
next few days.

Flooding and landslides are common during
India’s treacherous monsoon season, which also
often sees poorly constructed buildings buckle after
days of non-stop rain. Experts say climate change
has caused the annual deluge to increase in frequen-
cy and intensity.

In Maharashtra state, 117 people have been killed,
including more than 40 in a large landslide that hit
the hillside village of Taliye some 250 kilometres
(155 miles) southeast of Mumbai Thursday. Villager
Jayram Mahaske, whose relatives remained trapped,
told AFP that “many people were washed away as

they were trying to run away” from the landslide.
Another villager, Govind Malusare, said his

nephew’s body had been found after the landslide hit
his family’s home, but that his mother, brother, sister-
in-law and niece were still missing. The landslip flat-
tened dozens of homes in a matter of minutes, leav-
ing just two concrete structures standing and cutting
off power, local residents told AFP.

In Posare village 210 kilometres south of Mumbai,
the National Disaster Response Force said four bod-
ies were found overnight. In parts of Chiplun, water
levels rose to nearly 20 feet (six metres) on
Thursday after 24 hours of uninterrupted rain. The
water levels have since started to recede.

Eight patients at a local COVID-19 hospital also
reportedly died after power supply to ventilators
was cut off. “The water level reached the ceiling of
my shop, there was so much water inside,” a shop-
keeper told Indian news broadcaster NDTV, point-
ing to sludge and debris around him.

“All the shops in this area have been completely
damaged. The flood has left so much soil behind, we
can’t even resume work.” Rescuers were working in
waist-deep mud to search for 100 people still miss-
ing in the state with the help of excavators.

Record rainfall 
In neighbouring Goa, a woman was feared to

have drowned from the flooding, officials said, in
what Chief Minister Pramod Sawant said were the
“worst floods since 1982”. North Goa official Ajit
Roy told AFP floodwaters have since receded
with people who were evacuated returning to
their homes.

In the coastal plains spanning Maharashtra and
Goa, floodwater levels remained elevated after rivers
burst their banks and forced terrified residents to
seek safety on rooftops and upper floors. Further
south in Karnataka state, the death toll rose to nine
overnight, with four others missing, officials said.

Power supply was disrupted in the 11 affected
districts and there were crop losses across vast
swathes of land. Climate scientist Roxy Mathew
Koll of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
said climate change was warming the Arabian Sea.
The higher water temperatures were causing the air
above to becoming warmer and hold more moisture,
sparking more extreme rainfall events, he said.

“We are seeing a three-fold rise in widespread
extreme rainfall events... since 1950,” Koll told AFP,
citing a study he co-authored that was published in
Nature. He added that a hill station south of
Mumbai, Mahabaleshwar, reported 594 millimetres
of rain on Friday — the highest since the start of
records a century ago.

“In recent years, the impact of climate change
(on monsoons in India) is much more obvious. In
fact, what has happened in Europe, China and the
rest of the world is similar to what’s happening in
India.” — AFP
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Floodwater levels remain elevated after rivers burst their banks 

Ten killed 
in Croatia 
bus crash
ZAGREB: At least ten people were killed
and dozens of others were injured yester-
day when a bus slipped off the highway in
eastern Croatia, police said. The passen-
gers were travelling on a regular bus line
between the German city of Frankfurt and
the Kosovo capital Pristina, a police offi-
cial told reporters.

The injured were hospitalised in the
eastern town of Slavonski Brod close to
where the crash occurred, a police state-
ment said. A total of 45 people were
admitted to a Slavonski brod hospital
including eight who sustained serious
injuries, its head Josip Samardzic said.

There were no immediate details on the
ages or nationalities of the passengers or
the possible cause of the accident. The
bus had Kosovo license plates. — AFP

AMRITSAR: Commuters make their way through a water-logged street after a rain shower in Amritsar yesterday. — AFP

PAPEETE: French President Emmanuel
Macron faced pressure to apologise for
the devastating impact of decades of
nuclear testing as he kicked off his first
official trip to French Polynesia. During
his four-day visit, Macron plans to
address the legacy of nuclear testing
from 1966 to 1996 as France developed
atomic weapons, as well as discuss the
South Pacific territory’s strategic role
and the existential risk of rising seas
posed by global warming.

Residents in the sprawling archipel-
ago of more than 100 islands located
midway between Mexico and Australia
are hoping Macron apologises and
confirms compensation for radiation
victims. The tests remain a source of
deep resentment, seen as evidence of
racist colonial attitudes that disregard-
ed the lives of islanders.

After touching down Saturday,
Macron, whose 2020 trip was post-
poned due to the pandemic, met hospi-
tal workers fighting COVID-19 in the
semi-autonomous territory where

many are wary of vaccines. “I want to
send a very strong message to call on
everyone to get vaccinated,” he said,
adding: “When you’re vaccinated,
you’re protected and you hardly
spread the virus, or at least much less.”

‘Highest thyroid cancer rates’ 
Macron will be “encouraging sever-

al concrete steps” regarding the legacy
of nuclear tests, with the opening up of
state archives and individual compen-
sation, a French presidential official
who asked not to be named said.

French officials denied any cover-up
of radiation exposure at a meeting ear-
lier this month with delegates from the
semi-autonomous territory led by
President Edouard Fritch. The meeting
came after French investigative website
Disclose reported in March that the
impact from the fallout was far more
extensive than authorities had acknowl-
edged, citing declassified French mili-
tary documents on the 193 tests.

Only 63 Polynesian civilians have

been compensated for radiation expo-
sure since the tests ended in 1996,
Disclose said, estimating that more than
100,000 people may have been con-
taminated in total, with leukaemia, lym-
phoma and other cancers rife.

“We’re expecting an apology from
the president,” said Auguste Uebe-

Carlson, head of the 193 Association of
victims of nuclear tests. “Just as he has
recognised as a crime the colonisation
that took place in Algeria, we also
expect him to declare that it was crimi-
nal and that it is a form of colonisation
linked to nuclear power here in the
Pacific.” — AFP

FAA’A, FRENCH POLYNESIA: France’s President Emmanuel Macron (2nd L) attends a
welcoming ceremony with French Polynesia’s President Edouard Fritch (L) on the
tarmac upon his arrival at Faa’a international airport for a visit to Tahiti in French
Polynesia yesterday. —AFP

Macron pressured to apologise
for nuke tests in French Polynesia

Another presidential 
hopeful arrested 
in Nicaragua 
MANAGUA: Another presidential candidate
was arrested in Nicaragua on Saturday, police
said — the seventh detained by Daniel Ortega’s
government in the lead-up to elections on
November 7. Noel Vidaurre was put under
house arrest, accused of “undermining the sov-
ereignty” of the country, in the latest of a series
of arrests condemned by the United States and
European Union.

Long-term Nicaraguan leader Ortega is
expected to seek a fourth consecutive presiden-
tial term in the elections. Ortega, 75, will be the

ruling Sandinista National Liberation Front’s
candidate for the presidential vote, Gustavo
Porras, the speaker of Nicaragua’s assembly,
confirmed last week.

Seven opposition presidential hopefuls have
been among 28 people detained by Ortega’s
government. In a clampdown that began on June
2, Ortega’s government has rounded up political
rivals in a series of house raids and night-time
arrests on charges of threatening Nicaragua’s
“sovereignty.”

On Saturday, political commentator Jaime
Arellano was also put under custody at his home.
Julie Chung, the top US diplomat for Latin
America, said on Twitter the two were “just the
latest victims of a despicable campaign to crimi-
nalize peaceful opposition.”

The charges are rooted in a law initiated by
Ortega and approved by lawmakers in December
that has been widely criticized as a means of

freezing out challengers and silencing opponents
ahead of the election. The law bars “those who
ask for, celebrate and applaud the imposition of
sanctions against the Nicaraguan state” from
seeking public office.

Increasing authoritarianism 
Vidaurre, 66, was one potential candidate for

the Alianza Ciudadanos por la Libertad group
standing against Ortega. Presidential candidates
will be able to register from July 28 to August 2.
Ortega says the people rounded up by his forces
are “criminals” seeking to overthrow him with US
backing. But the clampdown has drawn interna-
tional condemnation and fresh sanctions, with the
United States branding the long-term leader a
“dictator.” The European Union has said it was
“inconceivable” the November elections “will be
anything remotely approaching a democratic
competition.” — AFP

MANAGUA: File photo shows, 2001 vice-presidential candidate
of Nicaragua for the Conservative Party, Jose Antonio
Alvarado (C) and the presidential candidate of the same party,
Noel Vidaurre (R) speak with friends, after waiting 56 hours at
the Supreme Election Council to see if a resolution would
allow Alvarado to participate in the 2021 election. —AFP


