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Kuwait Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Parliament Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Amir also separately received 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-

Ghanem and His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Later 
on, he hosted Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Justice and Minister of State for Nazaha (integrity) 
Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi. In the meantime, 
His Highness the Crown Prince received Speaker 

Ghanem at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness 
Sheikh Mishal also received Prime Minister His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and Justice 
Minister Roumi. In other news, His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent yesterday a cable of condolences to President 

of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon, on the death of his 
sister Kurbonbi Rahmonova. His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent 
similar cables. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State 
for Nazaha (integrity) Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. 

ROME: A protester holds an Italian flag as he takes part in a demonstration in Piazza del Popolo 
on Saturday against the introduction of a mandatory ‘green pass’ for indoor dining and entertain-
ment areas. — AFP 
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Tunisia is facing a record number of coronavirus 

contaminations with public hospitals facing an 
unprecedented influx of patients. Jabeur announced 
a fortnight ago she was auctioning one of her rac-
quets to help Tunisian hospitals fight COVID-19. 
Jabeur, who will add a personal donation to the 
amount collected during the sale, said the money 
raised would be used to buy “drugs and medical 
equipment”. Jabeur’s long-term goal is for her 
exploits to inspire more Arab women, especially 
North African, to take up tennis. 

The success of Hafnaoui, eight years younger 
than Jabeur, appeared to be as much of a surprise 
to him as to his rivals and most of those watching. 
His Tunis-based coach Jabrane Touili danced up and 
down the rows of empty seats left empty because of 

the coronavirus-related ban on spectators. “I train 
alone with my coaches, it is difficult but the result 
speaks for itself,” Hafnaoui said. 

The teenager’s basketball player father inspired 
him to take up swimming. “He told me to try my 
hand at swimming because it is good for one’s 
health and for building up the body,” he said. 
“With time I began to gain in confidence. These 
last two years I began to win races at Arab and 
African meetings and further afield like at the 
French championships.” 

Litt le wonder then that Hafnaoui said his 
thoughts turned to his parents as he stood on the 
medal podium. Before the Games began, Mellouli 
praised his younger compatriot but there were 
words of warning for him too - which ring ever 
more pertinently now. “I am happy to pass the 
torch to him,” he told Tunisian radio station IFM 
in July. “Ayoub (Hafnaoui’s middle name) has had 
some difficult times. He had to give up his studies 
so he could succeed in swimming. He took a risk 
as regards his future. I hope he will strike a bal-
ance between his financial and psychological 
welfare.” — AFP 

Tunisians fete  
new Olympic...

PARIS: More than 100,000 people protested in 
Australia, France, Italy and Greece on Saturday, 
sparking clashes with police as they railed against 
COVID-19 measures and government sanctions 
against the unvaccinated aimed at prodding more 
people into getting jabs. Dozens of protesters were 
arrested after an unauthorized march in Sydney, with 
the city’s police minister branding those who took 
part as “morons”. 

Organizers had dubbed the protest a “freedom” 
rally. Attendees carried signs and banners reading 
“Wake up Australia” and “Drain the Swamp”. In 
France, where police deployed teargas and water 
cannon against some protesters, an estimated 
160,000 took to the streets in nationwide protests 
against President Emmanuel Macron’s health pass 
that will drastically curtail access to restaurants and 
public spaces for unvaccinated people. 

“Freedom, freedom”, chanted demonstrators in 
France, carrying placards denouncing “Macron, 
Tyrant”, “Big Pharma shackles freedom” or saying 
“No to the pass of shame”. The demonstrations 
highlight the conflict globally between people 
caught between the advice of the World Health 
Organization and other public health agencies and 
the need to earn a living - or simply to return to a 
pre-pandemic lifestyle. 

In Indonesia and the UK, governments have 
pressed ahead with easing of restrictions even in the 
face of surging. Meanwhile, around 5,000 people 
demonstrated in Athens, carrying placards touting 
slogans such as, “Don’t touch our children”, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist at the scene. And in Italy 
protesters gathered in Rome to demonstrate against 
a mandatory “green pass” for indoor dining and 
entertainment. 

Earlier in Sydney, demonstrators pelted officers 
with pot plants and bottles of water as they defied a 
month-long stay-at-home order, a day after authori-
ties suggested the restrictions could remain in place 
until October. New South Wales state Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian said she was “utterly disgusted” 
by the protesters whose “selfish actions have com-
promised the safety of all of us”. Police said they 
issued nearly 100 fines and arrested 57 people. In 
Melbourne, meanwhile, six people were arrested. 
police said. 

New South Wales Police Minister David Elliott 
said a team of detectives would be scouring footage 
to identify and charge as many people as possible in 
the coming days. “Sydney isn’t immune from morons,” 
he said. Sydney, a city of over five million people, is 
struggling to contain an outbreak of the Delta variant, 
first identified in India and now spreading globally. 

After escaping much of the early pandemic 
unscathed, around half of Australia’s 25 million peo-
ple are now in lockdown across several cities. There 
is growing anger at the restrictions and the conser-
vative government’s failure to provide adequate vac-
cine supplies. Just 11 percent of the population is fully 
vaccinated. In France, as elsewhere in Europe, the 
government is making it harder for reluctant citizens 
to put off getting the jabs. 

Legislation now being considered by lawmakers 
will make vaccinations compulsory for certain pro-
fessions, while the controversial health pass will 
severely restrict social life for holdouts from the end 
of July. There were signs the tougher measures 
announced on July 13 were having the desired effect: 
48 percent of the population were fully vaccinated as 
of Friday, up eight percentage points from July 10. 

While more than three-quarters of French people 
backed Macron’s measures, according to a July 13 
Elabe poll for BFMTV, a sizeable and vocal minority 
do not. Elodie, 34, a care assistant at a Strasbourg 
nursing home, denounced “the blackmail of care-
givers who were at the front line” during the first 
wave and who are now threatened” with “no more 
pay” and even being fired. “They’ve been lying to us 
since the beginning,” she said.— AFP  

Protests mark  
global anger at  
COVID curbs

TUNIS: With Tunisia’s health system close to col-
lapse after being overwhelmed by a surge of COVID-
19 cases, other countries and even individuals have 
stepped in to stem the crisis. European and Gulf 
nations, Tunisians abroad and ordinary citizens have 
organized equipment and vaccine donations that are 
now helping to battle the pandemic. 

The small North African nation of 12 million people 
had been struggling to come up with the necessary 
vaccine doses even before COVID-19 really began to 
hit hard. Now more than three million doses, most of 
them donated, have been sent, with the number set to 
reach five million by mid-August, the health ministry 
says. China and the United Arab Emirates have each 
supplied 500,000 doses, while neighboring Algeria 
gave 250,000. 

Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne at the French ministry for 
Europe and foreign affairs told AFP that France this 
week alone sent more than one million AstraZeneca 
and Janssen doses, enough to vaccinate “a tenth of 
the adult population”. But either because of sluggish 
diplomatic efforts by Tunisia or the global shortage of 
doses, vaccines have arrived late. 

Tunisia has received just a sixth of the number of 
doses promised under the Covax program, set up to 
ensure a fairer distribution of COVID-19 vaccines to 
lower-income countries. It now has one of the world’s 
highest coronavirus death rates. According to an AFP 
count on Wednesday based on official reports, Tunisia 
recorded 1.4 daily deaths per 100,000 population 
over the previous seven days, placing it second-worst 
globally on this metric after Namibia. 

 
Swamped morgues  

Tunisian Internet users have shared videos of pan-
icked families unable to find beds for loved ones, of 

medics worrying about oxygen shortages and of bod-
ies crammed into swamped morgues. Dr Hechmi Louzir 
of the Pasteur Institute in Tunis told AFP that donations 
will mean the vaccination programme can speed up, 
and thus reduce the spread of the virus. Tunisia could 
“achieve our goal of vaccinating about 50 percent of 
the population by mid-October”, he said. 

Even in pre-COVID ‘normal’ times, Tunisia’s public 
hospitals suffered from poor management and a lack 
of resources. At the beginning of summer, they put 
out a plea for help - for personal protective equip-
ment and intensive care resources in particular. 
Groups including the country’s organization of young 
doctors, Tunisian embassies abroad and even private 
citizens organized fund-raising events. 

“The mobilization of civil society saved Tunisia 
from a catastrophic scenario,” said gynaecologist 
Cyrine Chedly, a member of an organization of young 
doctors in Kairouan. The central city was one of the 
first to be badly hit by the pandemic, with some bod-
ies left lying in rooms next to live patients for up to 
24 hours because of a lack of staff to take them to 
overstretched mortuaries. “Donations of oxygen con-
centrators have made it possible to reduce the num-
ber of serious cases and deaths” at the city’s main 
hospital, Dr Chedly said. 

Ons Jabeur, the celebrated Tunisian tennis player 
now in Tokyo for her third Olympics, auctioned two 
racquets and raised $27,000 to help finance an 
intensive care unit. Before the pandemic, the coun-
try had only 90 intensive care unit (ICU) beds in 
the public sector: now, helped by donations, it has 
500. Tunisians arriving from abroad are allowed to 
import one oxygen concentrator per traveler, free 
of import duty. 

Doctors post pictures of these items and other 
equipment on social media, to show donors they are 
being put to use. But providing more sophisticated 
health care equipment can be stymied by coordina-
tion problems and bureaucratic obstacles. One field 
hospital supplied in May by the United States was 
not up and running until July, and another donated 
by Qatar is still not operating because of a lack of 
oxygen. — AFP 

Donations seek to  
save Tunisia from  
COVID catastrophe


