
TOKYO: China claimed three gold medals on the first
day of the Tokyo Olympics yesterday and cyclist
Richard Carapaz became just the second competitor in
Ecuador’s history to top the podium, with victory in
the road race.

As the troubled build-up to the pandemic-post-
poned Games gave way to the first full day of compe-
tition, China secured victories in shooting and
weightlifting. Yang Qian sparked the mini gold rush in
the 10-metre air rifle competition, pipping Russia’s
Anastasiia Galashina with a dramatic last-shot victory
to take the very first title of the Games. Galashina had
looked poised to win heading into the last shot, but
stumbled with 8.9 on her final effort to allow Yang to
grab gold. “It’s the 100th birthday of the Chinese
Communist Party,” she said. “I’m so happy that this
golden medal is a gift to my country. I’m so proud.”

There was more joy for China, with Hou Zhihui tak-
ing gold in the women’s 49kg weightlifting event with
an Olympic record total of 210 kilograms. Fencer Sun
Yiwen added a third Chinese gold of the day with vic-
tory in the women’s epee.

In cycling’s grueling road race, 2019 Giro d’Italia
winner Carapaz outfoxed a heavyweight field led by
Slovenia’s Tour de France champion Tadej Pogacar. It
was only Ecuador’s second gold at the Olympics after
Jefferson Perez’s victory in the 50km race walk at the
1996 Atlanta Games. Japan celebrated the first goal
medal of its Games when judoka Naohisa Takato won
the men’s 60kg final at the iconic Nippon Budokan,
beating Taiwan’s Yang Yung-wei. But the host nation
suffered disappointment when gymnastics great Kohei
Uchimura’s campaign came to an early end.

The two-time all-around Olympic champion slipped
up in qualifying for the horizontal bar competition,
having battled a shoulder injury to be fit for the
Games. “In the last three Olympic Games I’ve been
able to match the level of performance I’d reached in
training — but not this time,” a dejected Uchimura
said. In another Japanese setback, world champion
Daiya Seto failed to reach the final of the men’s 400
meter medley in the pool, although he has two more
events.

‘You have to believe’
With spectators barred from almost all Olympic

venues due to COVID-19 restrictions, the road race
was a rare chance for domestic fans to glimpse the
action. Tens of thousands lined the route of the brutal
234km (145-mile) course to watch as Carapaz pre-

vailed in a thrilling tactical battle. “It’s an incredible
moment for me,” Carapaz said. “You always have to
believe. I have worked so hard to be here and it’s a
huge moment for me.”

The specter of COVID-19 continued to stalk the
Games when German cyclist Simon Geschke was
forced out of the road race while Dutch rower Finn
Florijn has also tested positive. Seventeen new Games-
related cases were announced, taking the total number
to 123, of which 12 are athletes.

Storm fears
Organizers were also nervously tracking the

progress of a tropical storm heading towards Tokyo,
with forecasters saying it could arrive on Tuesday. As a
“protective measure”, organizers have brought for-
ward to this weekend rowing events scheduled for
Monday.

Elsewhere yesterday, world number one Novak
Djokovic stayed on course for a Golden Grand Slam
with a comfortable 6-2, 6-2 defeat of Bolivia’s Hugo

Dellien in the opening round of the men’s singles tour-
nament. Djokovic, who has already won the Australian
Open, French Open and Wimbledon titles this year, is
bidding to win all four majors in a calendar year as
well as Olympic gold, emulating the feat of German
great Steffi Graf in 1988.

Naomi Osaka, fresh from her starring role lighting
the Olympic cauldron in Friday’s opening ceremony,
starts her bid to win gold for Japan today. The swim-
ming events began with Britain’s Adam Peaty blasting
through his heat to kickstart the defense of his 100m
breaststroke title.

Peaty, 26, who has lowered the world record five
times and is arguably the greatest ever over the dis-
tance, hit the wall in an eye-catching 57.56 sec.
American Michael Andrew, who caused a stir by
refusing to be vaccinated against COVID-19 before
heading to Tokyo, was third fastest. Meanwhile,
Hungary’s evergreen fencer Aron Szilagyi made
Olympic fencing history as he took the sabre title for
a third time in a row. — AFP
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China claim early Olympic golds,
Carapaz wins cycling crown

Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T=
Total):

China                                        3      0     1     4
Italy                                          1      1     0     2
Japan                                       1      1     0     2
South Korea                             1      0     2     3
Ecuador                                    1      0     0     1
Hungary                                   1      0     0     1
Iran                                           1      0     0     1
Kosovo                                     1      0     0     1
Thailand                                   1      0     0     1
Russian Olympic Committee    0      1     1     2
Serbia                                       0      1     1     2
Belgium                                    0      1     0     1
Spain                                        0      1     0     1
India                                         0      1     0     1
Netherlands                              0      1     0     1
Romania                                   0      1     0     1
Taiwan                                      0      1     0     1
Tunisia                                      0      1     0     1
Estonia                                     0      0     1     1
France                                      0      0     1     1
Indonesia                                 0      0     1     1
Zionist entity                             0      0     1     1
Kazakhstan                              0      0     1     1
Mexico                                      0      0     1     1
Mongolia                                  0      0     1     1
Slovenia                                   0      0     1     1
Switzerland                              0      0     1     1
Ukraine                                     0      0     1     1

                                                  G      S     B     T

TOKYO: Gold medal winner China’s Yang Qian celebrates on the podium after winning the women’s 10m air rifle final
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Asaka Shooting Range in the Nerima district of Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: This picture taken with a robotic camera shows India’s Chanu Saikhom Mirabai competing in the
women’s 49kg weightlifting competition during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Tokyo International
Forum in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: India’s Olympic weightlifting hero Chanu
Saikhom Mirabai said her silver medal at Tokyo 2020
had been five years in the making since she missed out
on an Olympic medal in Rio. Mirabai, 26, finished sec-
ond behind gold medallist Hou Zhihui of China in the
49kg women’s wrestling on day one of the Olympic
weightlifting competition.

Congratulations poured in, including from cricket
icon Sachin Tendulkar who said she had made India
“very proud”. “I had worked hard for Rio but it was
just not to be, but from that day onwards I thought of
winning in Tokyo and fulfill my dream of an Olympic
medal,” Mirabai told reporters. “I am here because of
what I had learned in Rio.” Mirabai, the 2017 world
champion at 48kg, had failed to finish in the 2016
Olympics after recording no clean lifts in three clean
and jerk attempts. But she came back strong to aggre-
gate 202kg in Tokyo and become a national hero at
becoming India’s first weightlifting silver medalist,
after Karanam Malleswari’s bronze in the women’s
69kg at Sydney 2000.

Mirabai, whose family recognized her talent early
when she carried huge logs of firewood which her eld-
er brother found tough to pick, will be rewarded with
$70,000 from the Indian Olympic Association (IOA).

“I would like to dedicate this medal to my country and
would like to thank the billion prayers of all Indians
which were with me during this journey,” Mirabai
wrote on Twitter. “I like to thank my family especially
my mother for a lot of sacrifices and believing in me.”

Mirabai said her family in the north-eastern state of
Manipur had not eaten anything till her competition
finished and her mother has promised to cook her fish
and rice when she returns. She also told NDTV that
she will gorge on pizza after missing meals for two
days. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi led the
tributes and spoke to the weightlifting star as he
wished her “the very best for her future endeavors”.

Tendulkar lauded Mirabai’s achievements, saying:
“The way you have transformed yourself after your
injury and clinched a historic silver for #TeamIndia is
absolutely stupendous. You have made (India) very
proud.” Mirabai won silver at the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games in 2014 in the 48kg class and
secured Commonwealth gold on the Gold Coast in
2018. India, the second-most populous country in the
world with 1.3 billion people, won just two medals at
the 2016 Rio Olympics. But pundits and IOA president
Narinder Batra have predicted the country’s medal
count in Tokyo could reach double digits. — AFP

US bounce back on
goal-laden day in
women’s football
TOKYO: The United States bounced back from their
embarrassing opening defeat by Sweden in the Tokyo
Olympics women’s football competition, thrashing
New Zealand 6-1 yesterday, while Britain and the
Swedes reached the quarter-finals.

The previously all-conquering Americans had seen
a 44-match unbeaten run ended by a 3-0 loss to
Sweden on Wednesday, but with captain Megan
Rapinoe restored to the starting line-up, they romped
to victory to put their campaign back on track. They
face Australia in Kashima on Tuesday, knowing three
points would make sure of a quarter-final place.

First-half goals from Rose Lavelle and Lindsey
Horan put Vlatko Andonovski’s side two goals ahead at
the break before New Zealand defender Abby Erceg’s
63rd-minute own goal. Betsy Hassett got the Kiwis on
the scoresheet with 18 minutes remaining, but the
reigning world champions brought on the firepower of
Christen Press and Alex Morgan late on. Press and
Morgan, who have now scored 175 international goals
between them, both found the net and another own
goal, this time from Catherine Bott, added further gloss
to the scoreline.

The thumping win leaves the US in second place in
Group G behind Sweden, who booked a last-eight
spot with a dramatic 4-2 success against Australia.
Fridolina Rolfo broke the deadlock for the
Scandinavians, but Chelsea star Sam Kerr scored
twice to turn the game in the Aussies’ favor.

Lina Hurtig drew Sweden level and Rolfo’s second
put them in front, but the key moment of the game in
the 69th minute. Kerr, who also scored in the opening
2-1 win over New Zealand, saw a penalty well saved
by goalkeeper Hedvig Lindahl. Striker Stina
Blackstenius came off the bench to grab a fourth goal
for Sweden.

White sends Britain through
Ellen White’s third goal of the Games boosted

Britain’s bid for a first Olympic women’s football medal
with a 1-0 victory over hosts Japan in Sapporo. The
2019 World Cup semi-finalists sit top of Group E after
back-to-back wins. “We are all happy with two wins
now. It puts us in a good position, able to rest players
and recover well. We are very happy,” coach Hege
Riise told the BBC.

Canada moved into second place in Britain’s
group as Janine Beckie scored a brace and missed a
spot-kick as they saw off Chile 2-1. Most of the dra-
ma came in Group F, as Dutch star Vivianne
Miedema and Zambia striker Barbra Banda both
equaled the record for most goals scored in an
Olympic women’s tournament.

Arsenal’s Miedema, who netted four times in the
Netherlands’ remarkable 10-3 win against Zambia,
grabbed a double in a thrilling 3-3 draw with Brazil.
That drew her level with the six goals Canada’s
Christine Sinclair scored at the 2012 London Games.
Her goals put the Dutch in control after an hour in
Miyagi despite Debinha’s strike for Brazil, but Marta,
who has scored at five straight Olympics, leveled from
the spot before Ludmila’s 68th-minute effort.

Dominique Janssen snatched a point for the
Netherlands though which puts them ahead of Brazil at
the top of the table on goal difference. Zambia have
been the team to watch for the neutrals so far, with
their two games having seen 21 goals scored after their
4-4 draw against China.

Banda, who scored a hat-trick in the Netherlands
loss, netted another treble as Zambia came back
from 3-1 down to lead 4-3. But Wang Shuang’s 83rd-
minute penalty, her fourth goal of the game, secured
China a point.

It was the second time in as many games Banda has
scored three and not been the top scorer in the match,
after Miedema’s four-goal haul three days ago. “I’ve
not set the number of goals I will score,” said the 21-
year-old. “I just want to score as many goals as possi-
ble. The little chance I have, I have to utilize it.” — AFP

India’s Olympic hero Mirabai says 
Tokyo silver built on Rio failure

SAITAMA: USA’s forward Alex Morgan celebrates after
scoring the fifth goal during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games women’s group G first round football match
between New Zealand and USA at the Saitama
Stadium in Saitama yesterday. — AFP


