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LONDON: Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer has signed a new-three year deal, the
Premier League club announced yesterday. The
Norwegian, who took over from Jose Mourinho in
2018, will stay at Old Trafford until at least 2024, with
the option of an extra year.

“Everyone knows the feeling I have for this club,
and I am delighted to have signed this new contract,”
Solskjaer told the club website. “It is an exciting time
for Manchester United, we have built a squad with a
good balance of youth and experienced players that
are hungry for success.”

Solskjaer led United to a second-place finish in last
season’s Premier League while losing in the Europa
League final to Villarreal. However, the 48-year-old,
who this week added England winger Jadon Sancho to
his squad, has his eyes firmly on the biggest prizes in

English and European football.
“I have a fantastic coaching team around me, and

we are all ready to take that next step on our journey,”
he said. “Manchester United wants to be winning the
biggest and best trophies and that’s what we are all
striving for. We have improved, both on and off the
pitch, and that will continue over the coming seasons. I
can’t wait to get out in front of a packed Old Trafford
and get this campaign started.”

The former United striker initially took over on an
interim basis in December 2018 following the dismissal
of Mourinho, before earning the job on a permanent
basis with a fine run of results. Progress has been
steady in his two full seasons in charge, following up a
third-place finish in 2019-20 with a runners-up spot
last season when they finished 12 points behind neigh-
bors Manchester City.

However, the acquisition of Sancho suggests that
the United board is prepared to back Solskjaer with
the players he needs to make a realistic bid for the
title. “Ole and his staff have worked tirelessly putting
the foundations in place for long-term success on the
pitch,” said chief executive Ed Woodward.

“The results of that have become increasingly visi-
ble over the past two seasons and we are all looking
forward to seeing this exciting team develop further in
the years ahead. What is especially pleasing is the way
this progress has been achieved with a blend of young,
homegrown talent and top-class recruits, playing
attacking football in the best traditions of Manchester
United. We are more confident than ever that, under
Ole’s leadership, we are heading in the right direction.”
Manchester United begin the new season at home to
Leeds on August 14. — AFP
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COLOMBO: Indian cricket team players pose with the trophy after their 2-1 series win over Sri Lanka at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo on Friday. — AFP

Sabres pack a punch
by picking Power
first in NHL draft
LOS ANGELES: The Buffalo Sabres selected
Canadian defenseman Owen Power with the first over-
all pick in the National Hockey League entry draft on
Friday. This is the second time in four years the Sabres
have had the top pick and both times they used it to
draft a big defenseman. In 2018, they selected Rasmus
Dahlin. The 18-year-old Power helped Canada win the
gold medal at the 2021 IIHF World Championships in
Latvia. He played last season for the University of
Michigan where he finished with 13 assists and 16
points in 26 games. Power is the first US college player
to be selected five overall since Erik Johnson in 2006.
He’s the fourth defenseman selected No. 1 overall in the
past 25 years, joining Dahlin, Johnson and Aaron
Ekblad (2014).

Power, of Toronto, was the consensus first overall
pick, despite NHL scouts saying this year’s draft was
different because COVID-19 restrictions made it diffi-

cult for them to travel and watch prospects in person.
The draft was held virtually for the second straight
year. The league’s newest franchise, the Seattle Kraken,
chose second, taking Power’s Michigan teammate
Matthew Beniers of the United States. The Anaheim
Ducks used the third pick to select center Mason
McTavish of Peterborough of the Ontario Hockey
League and the New Jersey Devils picked defenseman
Luke Hughes fourth. The Columbus Blue Jackets
rounded out the top five by choosing Canadian for-
ward Kent Johnson.

Power was one of five Canadians taken with the top
ten picks. The top ten list also included three
Americans and two Swedes. There was plenty of play-
er movement in the build up to the draft, with the
Vancouver Canucks making the biggest splash by
acquiring veteran defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson
from the Arizona Coyotes in a deal that included both
players and draft picks.

The deal allowed Arizona to select ninth overall,
while Vancouver got Ekman-Larsson and forward
Conor Garland. The Coyotes also received Canucks
forwards Jay Beagle, Loui Eriksson and Antoine
Roussel, plus the club’s second-round pick in 2022 and
its seventh-round selection in 2023. The Columbus
Blue Jackets also agreed to trade defenseman Seth
Jones to the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday. — AFP

Cleveland change
name to Guardians
after years of uproar
WASHINGTON: Cleveland’s Major League
Baseball team announced Friday it is renaming
itself the Guardians, dropping the more than cen-
tury-old moniker of the Indians, which Native
Americans and other critics saw as racist. The
team made the announcement that it would dump
the name it has used since 1915 in a video narrat-
ed by Oscar-winning actor Tom Hanks.

It is the latest in a series of professional or uni-
versity sports teams in the United States to yield
to public pressure over offensive names and logos
— ditching ones such as Redskins, Savages or
Redmen — amid a national reckoning about
racism and discrimination. “It has always been
Cleveland that is the best part of our name,”
Hanks says in the video, which describes the Ohio
city as proud of its sports heritage and eager to
protect it.

“And now it’s time to unite as one family, one
community — to build the next era for this team
and this city,” he says. “This is the city we love.
And the game we believe in. And together we are
all Cleveland Guardians,” it says, unveiling the
new team logo, with music in the background
from the Black Keys, a rock band formed in near-
by Akron. The change will take effect after the
2021 season ends.

The team first announced last summer that it
would talk to community members and Native
American groups about the possibility of a name
change. In December, it formally said it would
drop “Indians” and started a search for a new
nickname. As part of this process, more than
40,000 fans were surveyed.

The new name Guardians reflects a bit of local
lore — so-called Guardians of Traffic carved into
pylons at either end of a bridge over the
Cuyahoga River in Cleveland. The team’s colors
will remain the same, and the new logos will
incorporate some of the architectural features of
the bridge. Native American groups welcomed
the name change. “With today’s announcement,
the Cleveland baseball team has taken another
important step forward in healing the harms its
former mascot long caused Native people, in par-
ticular Native youth,” said Fawn Sharp, president
of the National Congress of American Indians.

In 2018, the Indians stopped using the contro-
versial Chief Wahoo logo on their jerseys and
caps. However, the team continues to sell mer-
chandise bearing the smiling, red-faced carica-
ture. Manager Terry Francona said Friday the
organization was showing respect to indigenous
groups. “We are trying to be the most respectful
we can,” Francona said. “And it’s not about us, it’s
about other people.

Showing respect
“And you have to step outside your own skin

and think about other people that may have dif-
ferent color skin and what they’re thinking. And
we tried to be really respectful and I’m really
proud of our organization.”

US politicians were divided over the decision,
with the White House giving its support but
twice-impeached former president Donald Trump
berating the team. “Can anybody believe that the
Cleveland Indians, a storied and cherished base-
ball franchise since taking the name in 1915, are
changing their name to the Guardians? Such a
disgrace,” Trump said. The most prominent name-
changing case prior to this was the Washington
team in the NFL, which in 2020 dumped the nick-
name Redskins and its Indian head logo. The team
has yet to settle on a new name.—AFP

SECAUCUS: A general view of the draft board from the first round of the 2021 NHL Entry Draft at the NHL Network stu-
dios on Friday in Secaucus, New Jersey. — AFP

CLEVELAND: This combination of file pictures shows
Major League Baseball’s Cleveland Indians logo
(left), which replaced their “Chief Wahoo” logo
(right). — AFP

SILVERSTONE: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen
drives during the sprint session of the Formula One
British Grand Prix at Silverstone motor racing circuit in
Silverstone, central England on July 17, 2021. — AFP

Sri Lanka wins;
India clinch
series 2-1
COLOMBO: Avishka Fernando and Bhanuka
Rajapaksa hit half centuries as Sri Lanka beat India by
three wickets for a consolation win in the rain-hit third
one-day international on Friday. Chasing a revised tar-
get of 227 in the reduced 47-overs-a-side contest, Sri
Lanka depended on a 109-run second-wicket stand
between Fernando (76) and Rajapaksa (65) to achieve
their target with 48 balls to spare in Colombo. India
won the three-match series 2-1.

Sri Lanka collected 10 Super League points for the
2023 World Cup qualification and won their first ODI
against India since 2017. “Young guys showed a lot of
maturity, both with bat and ball and that’s what I

expect from them,” skipper Dasun Shanaka said after
Sri Lanka’s first win over India at home since 2012. “It’s
a big win for fans, they were waiting for years for this
win. We have won against India at home after quite
some time.”

Debutant leg-spinner Rahul Chahar returned fig-
ures of 3-54, taking key wickets including Fernando to
put Sri Lanka in trouble before Ramesh Mendis
steered the team home with an unbeaten 15. Spinners
Akila Dananjaya and debutant Praveen Jayawickrama
took three wickets each to set up the win as India
were bowled out for 225 in 43.1 overs after being put
in to field first in the series played behind closed doors
due to the coronavirus.

Sri Lanka lost wicketkeeper-batsman Minod
Bhanuka early for seven but the right-left batting pair
of Fernando, who was named man of the match, and
Rajapaksa put the chase on track. Rajapaksa complet-
ed his maiden ODI fifty but soon fell to left-arm quick
Chetan Sakariya - one of the five debutants fielded by
India - after hitting 12 boundaries in his 56-ball knock.
Chahar sent back Fernando as Sri Lanka slipped to

214-6 and dismissed Chamika Karunaratne before Sri
Lanka won.

Earlier Jayawickrama, a left-arm spinner who
returned figures of 3-59 on his ODI debut, combined
with Dananjaya to trigger a middle-order collapse as
India slipped from 179-4 to 195-8. India, who had
sealed the three-match series after two successive
wins, elected to bat first and started strongly, only to
lose their way after a 100-minute rain delay.

Dananjaya struck twice in one over to rattle the
Indian batsmen before Rahul Chahar (13) and Navdeep
Saini (15) put on 29 runs for the ninth wicket to give
their team a more respectable total. The tourists were
147-3 when rain stopped play after the 23rd over and
lost all their 10 wickets in 43.1 overs.

Suryakumar Yadav, who hit 53 in India’s previous
victory, made 40 and was named man of the series. “I
would have loved to make it big in the last two games,
but I am learning,” said Yadav. “The atmosphere in the
camp is really positive and am looking forward to the
T20 series.” The two sides will  play three Twenty20
internationals starting today at the same venue. — AFP

Repairs to Verstappen
car cost $1.8 million,
says Red Bull chief
LONDON: Red Bull boss Christian Horner said Friday
his team has been left with a bill for a whopping
£1.3million ($1.8 million) to repair the damage to Max
Verstappen’s car after the controversial collision with
Lewis Hamilton at the British Grand Prix.

Verstappen and seven-time world champion
Hamilton clashed on the opening lap of last weekend’s
race at Silverstone. The Dutchman was forced to retire
and undergo a six-hour hospital checkup while
Hamilton took victory to revive his title hopes.

“That crash has cost us approximately $1.8million
and an accident like that has massive ramifications in a
budget cap era,” Horner wrote in a column on the
team’s official website. Horner also criticized Hamilton
for his celebrations on the podium, a display already
blasted as “disrespectful and unsportsmanlike” by
Verstappen. Even though Hamilton was handed a 10-
second penalty, his victory allowed him to slash
Verstappen’s lead in the championship from 33 points
to just eight.

“I am also still disappointed about the level of cel-
ebrations enjoyed in the wake of the accident,” added
Horner. “The Mercedes team were aware of the grav-
ity of the crash, with Max widely reported as having
been hospitalized and requiring further checks. It is
unimaginable not to inform your driver of the situa-
tion, moreover to protect your driver in case they do
not show the necessary restraint in celebrating, par-
ticularly when it was as a result of an incident he was
penalized for.”—AFP


