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Hair salon owner and hairdresser Adam Reed cuts the hair of a client at
his salon in Spitalfields, east London, on July 1, 2021, before collecting
the hair for recycling. 

Taylor demonstrates the use of a boom made with hair to clean an oil
spill. — AFP photos

President of the Salzburg Festival Helga Rabl-Stadler poses in the Large Festival Hall
(Grosses Festpielhaus) of the Salzburg Festival in Salzburg, Austria, on June 23, 2021. 

A make-up artist works on a mask in the atelier of the
Salzburg Festival.

An employee sorts fabrics in the sewing room of the Salzburg Festival. — AFP photos

I
t’s a neighborhood watch with a differ-
ence. A clean-nosed crew, sniffing out
trouble and keeping the streets safe for

school kids: Meet the pups of Tokyo’s real-
life Paw Patrol. They might not have the
gadgets and gear of their beloved cartoon
counterparts, but the dogs of the Wan-
Wan (bow-wow) Patrol are firm favorites in
Tokyo’s Karasuyama neighborhood.

Twelve-year-old Yurika Igarashi counts
on seeing Sakura, a fluffy toy poodle,
when she’s on her way home from school.
“Sometimes I’m scared when I’m coming
home alone, but I feel okay when I’m walk-
ing with Wan-Wan Patrol,” she told AFP,
gently cradling Sakura on her lap. Sakura
is one of 150 pups who form the Wan-
Wan Patrol, a program that enlists dogs
and their owners to turn their daily walks
into a neighborhood watch, monitoring
children, looking out for residents, and
helping deter crime.

The Karasuyama program is one of the
oldest such community initiatives in Japan
and was founded by a local police officer.
“Individual owners walk whenever they
can and have their dog wear the same
scarf,” said Keiko Shimizu, the patrol’s cur-
rent leader. Clearly marked canines
patrolling the streets means “we can help
make the neighborhood less prone to
crime,” she added.

Many of the dog owners are parents of
current and former students of the local
school, but others just participate in the
community watch as residents. On one
recent morning, five pooches in Wan-Wan

Patrol’s lime-green neckerchiefs wagged
their tails as they accompanied children
going to elementary school. Pu, a 17-year-
old shih tzu, is one of the oldest members
of the patrol and can no longer walk by
herself. But she proudly participates from
the comfort of a doggy stroller pushed by
her owner.

‘Carefree’ play 
“The program helps us get to know

each other and become good neighbors,
and I feel this place stays safe that way,”
said Michiko Takeuchi, owner of poodle
and Maltese mix Kojiro, and mother to a
local schoolboy. And the patrol isn’t just for
show. “We had a member who found an
elderly person who had passed away
alone,” patrol leader Shimizu told AFP.

“They realized by noticing a room light
still on in the morning. We walk at around
the same hours on the same route every-
day, so it’s easier for us to notice if there is
something unusual.” Japan has a reputa-
tion as one of the world’s safest countries,
with very low rates of violent crime. But
there are occasional tragedies, including a
devastating accident last month east of
Tokyo in which a drunk driver crashed his
truck into a group of schoolchildren, killing
two. Jun Ameie, principal at the local
Kyuden Elementary School, said the
neighborhood watch helps reassure par-
ents and children alike. “Parents appreci-
ate that many people in the neighborhood
care and make sure the environment is
safe, especially these days when we hear
a lot of reports about crimes involving chil-
dren,” he told AFP.

“I’m sure that children can play carefree
outside of school and anywhere in the
neighborhood, because they know many
adults keep their eyes on their safety,”
Ameie added. For young Igarashi, the
cuddly canines are a reliable source of
comfort. “Of course, it’s fun to walk with
the dogs, but I also feel protected by
them.” — AFP 

Hair today,
green tomorrow: 
UK stylists join
eco-drive

H
airdressers across Britain are
being urged to do their bit for the
environment by recycling snipped-

off hair to help clean up oil spills, make
compost or generate energy. At an east
London salon, Fry Taylor, one of the
founders of the Green Salon Collective,
demonstrates spare hair being used in
depolluting filters. He shows how a cot-
ton net stuffed with hair, swept across
the surface of a tank of water contami-
nated with motor oil, instantly cleans up
the pollutant.

“The hair just naturally will absorb the
oil and hold on to the oil, that’s the impor-
tant factor,” Taylor, a former hairdresser,
told AFP. A kilo of hair can absorb up to
eight liters (two gallons) of oil, according
to experts. The idea of using hair filters
originated in the United States and has
already been tested in real disasters,
such as when a Japanese tanker sank
off the coast of Mauritius a year ago.

Britain was lagging behind in recycling
unwanted hair when the collective
formed last summer, according to Taylor.
“There are, in other countries around the
world, recycling systems for hairdressing
salons,” he said. “In the UK and Ireland,
they just don’t have the infrastructure.
We’re not going to wait another five or 10
years for governments and councils to
have these systems in place, let’s just do
it ourselves,” he added.

Green tax 
The waste produced by the hairdress-

ing industry in the UK each year could fill

50 football stadiums, the collective said.
Most rubbish, including aluminium foil,
colored tubes and 99 percent of cut hair,
is sent to a landfill site, it added. Another
big problem is chemical waste such as
dyes and bleaches. “There are currently
approximately 30,000 salons and anoth-
er 100,000 freelancers” who are pouring
hydrogen peroxide and ammonia into
water systems, Taylor said.

The collective is encouraging salons
to save these products in a small bin,
which it then collects and sends to a
facility to produce electricity. Hair stylist
Adam Reed, who owns a salon in
London’s trendy Spitalfields neighbor-
hood, is a recent convert to the recycling
mission and proudly explains his system
to customers. 

Saying he was “blown away” by what

the Green Salon Collective had taught
him, the internationally-renowned hair-
dresser added he “didn’t quite realize the
enormity of it” beforehand. “It made me
realize that sustainability in salons is
something that had been missing and it’s
really easy to bring into the salon,” he
said. “We have our bins, all labelled, so
it’s easy to navigate.”

Hair, protective equipment, metals,
papers and plastics each have their own
bin. The salon, which pays a £120-fee to
be a member of the collective, also recy-
cles leftover dye product. Reed charges
clients a “green tax” of one or two
pounds, and has so far received a “very
positive response”.

‘Super food’ 
Composting is another green use of

hair, whose rich nitrogen content makes
it an ideal fertilizer supplement.
Collective member Ryan Crawford, own-
er of a salon in the town of Milton
Keynes, northwest of London, has exper-
imented with hair on his vegetables in
the garden. On a sunny July day, he
showed AFP two young cabbage shoots:
One, surrounded by hair, is intact; the
other, planted without hair, is skeletal and
gnawed.

“It’s like a protective barrier around
the base of the new seedlings,” he said.
“It’s definitely worked keeping things like
slugs or snails off,” he added, saying that
putting hair directly into the soil also
helps retain moisture and acts as “a
super-food for the earth”, replenishing
nitrogen levels. Over the last year,
around 600 salons in the UK and Ireland
have joined the collective, which has
amassed around 500 kilos of hair.

It has been used to clean up water-
ways, an oil spill in Northern Ireland in
May and for composting. The collective
has also gathered 3.5 tons of metal,
which is being recycled. It now hopes to
export the model on a large scale across
Europe. — AFP 

Co-founder of Green Salon Collective Fry Taylor
prepares a boom with hair collected from hair-
dressers to demonstrate the use of human hair
to clean oil spills at a hair salon in east London
on June 28, 2021. 

This picture taken on July 14, 2021 shows members of the local “Wan-Wan Patrol”, Keiko Shimizu
with her nine-year-old female Yorkshire Terrier, Marika Igarashi and 12-year-old Yurika Igarashi with
three-year-old poodle “Sakura” as they walk along a street to an elementary school in Tokyo. — AFP 

M
any of opera’s most celebrated
voices have soared and resonat-
ed in its highly acclaimed

acoustics, yet the creation of the historic
auditorium at the Salzburg Festival was a
tall order 60 years ago. Only just free of
the post-World War II occupying forces
that left in 1955 and still in ruins, Austria
set its sights firmly on culture, turning for-
mer episcopal stables into the Large
Festival Hall (“Grosses Festspielhaus”)
as a symbol of renewal.

Since then, the stage has seen the
likes of Placido Domingo and Luciano
Pavarotti but festival president Helga
Rabl-Stadler said: “It’s a pure miracle
however that this hall saw the light of
day.” On the sidelines of rehearsals for
“Don Giovanni” topping the line-up at the
prestigious annual summer event this
year, Rabl-Stadler said that the Austrian
state had managed to stump up “an
enormous sum” in 1956 to get the flag-
ship initiative off the ground.

At the time, the city’s music and the-
atre festival, established in 1920 as a
peace project in the aftermath of World

War I, was held in more modest neigh-
borhoods that backed onto the steep
cliffs that overlook the old town. Workers
had to dynamite 50,000 cubic meters of
rock in order to erect the new hall’s 100-
meter-wide stage, while the auditorium
holds more than 2,000 people. Five
imposing bronze doors provide street-
level entry into a foyer and hall adorned
with wood paneling, frescoes, mosaics,
sculptures and tapestries.

‘Intimidating, yet intimate’ 
But it is “its truly wonderful acoustics”

that give the Large Festival Hall its spe-
cial aura, says Austrian maestro Franz
Welser-Moest, who is conducting anoth-
er of this year’s five opera productions,
Richard Strauss’ “Elektra”. “Going on
stage, it feels like a place of intimidating
proportions, and yet it allows for an
incredible sound intimacy,” he added.
“The softest sounds travel in a way that
allows even the farthest away listener to
experience them very directly.”

Rabl-Stadler said the technical direc-
tor of Paris’ famed Bastille Opera had

remarked with surprise that such good
acoustics had been possible in the
1960s. So, it is not without some trepida-
tion that newcomers take their place in
the festival hall spotlight, conscious of all
the great names who have gone before
them, as was the case for Welser-Moest
who admitted he’d been “very nervous”
on his first appearance as conductor
there in 1989.

The passion and anticipation among
Salzburg Festival audiences, he said,
made it feel like participating in the
Olympic Games for performers. “You’re
pitting yourself against the best of the
best,” he told AFP in an interview. But the
role of the festival is also to look ahead
and help the talents set to shape the
music of the future to blossom, stressed
artistic director Markus Hinterhaeuser.
And this year ’s performance of the
“Everyman” play, written by one of the
festival’s original founders Hugo von
Hofmannsthal and staged every year
here since, will be in high heels, as it
questions the identity of gender.

‘Transcending nations’ 
Despite the coronavirus pandemic,

some 220,000 tickets for the Salzburg
Festival, which runs until August 31,
have been sold, costing anywhere

between five and 445 euros (six and 524
dollars) - although half were under 105
euros. With a 60-million-euro budget, a
quarter of which is state funding, more
than 150 events are planned over nearly
seven weeks.

Months of work has gone into crafting
the masks for “Don Giovanni”, the opera
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart being
staged in the composer’s home town by
Italian director Romeo Castellucci.
Milliners have created the headwear
and costume makers carried out
umpteen fittings.

“Striving for a common goal, all these
people coming from different continents,
is an immense task,” said Rabl-Stadler,
who is due to bow out as president later
this year after more than 25 years. “In
1920, the founders planned a world artis-
tic center on Austrian soil transcending
nations,” she said. “Maybe that’s what
we’ve done, a little bit.” — AFP 

A hat maker works in the atelier of the
Salzburg Festival.


