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KABUL: Afghan authorities yesterday imposed a
night-time curfew across 31 of the country’s 34
provinces to curb surging violence unleashed by a
sweeping Taleban offensive in recent months, the
interior ministry said. The widespread Taleban offen-
sive has seen the insurgents capture key border
crossings, dozens of districts and encircle several
provincial capitals since early May.

“To curb violence and limit the Taleban move-
ments a night curfew has been imposed in 31
provinces across the country,” except in Kabul,
Panjshir and Nangarhar, the interior ministry said in a
statement. The curfew will be effective between
10:00 pm and 4:00 am local time, Ahmad Zia Zia,
deputy interior ministry spokesman said in a sepa-
rate audio statement to reporters.

With the withdrawal of American-led foreign
forces all but complete, the resurgent Taleban now
controls about half of Afghanistan’s roughly 400 dis-
tricts. After a brief lull in violence during this week’s
Muslim holidays of Eid al-Adha, fighting continued

again with the authorities claiming to have killed
more than 260 Taleban fighters in the past 24 hours
across several provinces. Both the authorities and the
Taleban exaggerate their claims which cannot be
independently verified.

As the fighting raged in recent weeks, the US mili-
tary was forced to carry out air strikes “to support”
Afghan troops to repel Taleban offensives even as its
overall withdrawal continues, Pentagon spokesman
John Kirby said on Thursday. Experts say a lack of
regular US air support since May to Afghan forces
on the ground is a key factor in government troops
losing lot of territory to the Taleban.

Late on Friday, the Taleban warned the US mili-
tary against carrying out air strikes. “It is a clear vio-
lation of the signed agreement that will have conse-
quences,” the Taleban said in a statement, referring
to a landmark deal between Washington and the
insurgents last year that paved the way for the with-
drawal of foreign forces.

The Taleban also warned the Afghan government

against launching any offensive, saying the group will
“strongly defend their territories and not remain in a
defensive posture if the enemy insists upon war”. The
Taleban had said earlier this week that its fighters
were in a “defensive” posture to mark the Eid al-
Adha holidays that ended on Thursday.

Earlier this week, the chairman of the US joint
chiefs of staff General Mark Milley said the Taleban
appear to have “strategic momentum” on the battle-
field. With the militants putting pressure on around
half of the country’s provincial capitals, Afghan troops
are in the process of “consolidating their forces” to
protect those major urban centres, Milley added. 

Meanwhile,  US President Joe Biden on Friday
authorized the use of up to $100 million to address
migration emergencies related to the situation in
Afghanistan, the White House said. The statement
said the money would come from the Emergency
Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund “for the pur-
pose of meeting unexpected urgent refugee and
migration needs, victims of conflict, and other per-

sons at risk as a result of the situation in
Afghanistan.”

The funds will also support those applying to the
State Department program of Special Immigrant
Visas (SIVs), under which some 20,000 Afghans
who worked as interpreters for the United States
during its war in the country and now fear retribution
from Taleban insurgents have applied for evacuation.

The funds could be distributed on both a bilateral
and multilateral basis through contributions or fund-
ing to international organizations, non-governmental
groups, governments and US bodies, the statement
added. The Taliban has pressed a sweeping offensive
across Afghanistan in recent months, capitalizing on
the last stages of the US troop withdrawal, due to be
completed by the end of August, and raising fears of
a potential humanitarian crisis.

The United Nations recently estimated half of
Afghanistan’s 39 million people are in need of aid,
and called on the international community to main-
tain financial support for the country. — AFP
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Drone attacks 
Iraq base hosting 
American troops 
BAGHDAD: A drone attack has been carried
out on a military base in Iraqi Kurdistan that
hosts American troops, without causing any
casualties, the US-led coalition said yesterday.
The attack comes with Iraqi Prime Minister
Mustafa al-Kadhemi expected to meet US
President Joe Biden in Washington on Monday
to discuss a possible full US troop withdrawal
from his country.

“An unmanned aerial system impacted a
coalition base in Kurdistan” in the early hours of
Friday, coalition spokesman US Colonel Wayne
Marotto said in a statement. “There were no
casualties and no damage as a result of the
attack,” he said, adding “the United States and
coalition forces will stay vigilant and maintain
the inherent right to self-defence.”

Iraqi Kurdish media outlets said the attack
targeted a base at Al-Harir, 70 kilometres (45
miles) northeast of Arbil, the capital of the
autonomous Kurdistan region. It was the latest in
a spate of attacks on US military and diplomatic
facilities in Iraq, blamed on pro-Iranian armed
groups within a state-sponsored paramilitary
force. The United States still has around 2,500
troops deployed in Iraq, out of 3,500 men in the
international coalition set up in 2014 to fight the
Islamic State group. Their departure is demand-
ed by the pro-Iranian factions, which have been
blamed for some 50 attacks against US interests
in Iraq since the beginning of the year.

The Iraqi Resistance Coordination
Committee on Friday threatened to continue the
attacks unless the US withdraws all its forces
and ends the “occupation”. Most of the
American troops deployed in the coalition,
which helped defeat IS in Iraq in 2017, were
withdrawn under former US president Donald
Trump. Those that remain are officially classed
as advisers and trainers for Iraq’s army and
counter-terrorism units. —AFP

ARLINGTON: US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin (L) and Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley (R) participate in a news briefing at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. Secretary Austin and Gen. Milley held a
news briefing to discuss various topics including the US withdrawal from Afghanistan. — AFP

BEIJING:  China shut down ports
and railways yesterday as it braced
for Typhoon In-Fa as parts of the
country struggled to recover from
devastating floods earlier this week.
In-Fa is forecast to make landfall
today in the eastern coastal province
of Zhejiang near Shanghai, according
to the official Xinhua news agency.

Chinese authorities have issued a
level III alert — the third-highest —
for the storm, while more than 100
trains travelling through the region
have been cancelled, according to
China Railway. Shanghai authorities
closed some public parks and muse-
ums and warned residents yesterday
to “stop large-scale outdoor gather-
ings” and to stay indoors.

Meanwhile, all container ship
docks were shut down from Yangshan
Port south of Shanghai and 150 ves-
sels including passenger ships and
cargo vessels were evacuated from
the area. In central China’s Henan

province, where historic floods this
week have now killed at least 58 peo-
ple, authorities are gradually clearing
and reopening roads blocked with
vehicles and debris.

Millions have been affected by the
floods, with some trapped without
fresh food or water for days and oth-
ers lifted to safety in excavator buck-
ets. More than 495,000 people have
been evacuated, according to the
Henan government, with the flooding
causing billions of dollars in losses.

Henan emergency response official
Li Changxun warned on Saturday that
the province would need to undertake
large-scale cleaning and disinfecting
to “ensure the disaster is not followed
by an epidemic.” Photos published by
state media and government social
media accounts Saturday showed res-
cue workers continuing to shovel mud
and remove uprooted trees across the
province.

Torrential downpours dumped a

year’s rain in just three days this week
on the hardest-hit city of Zhengzhou,
where at least a dozen people died
inside a subway train during
Tuesday’s rush hour after floodwaters
trapped passengers in their carriages.

State media warned that In-Fa
could bring more torrential down-
pours to parts of the province in the
coming days. China has suffered an
annual flood season for millennia, but
the record rainfall in Henan has

prompted questions about how
China’s cities could be better pre-
pared for freak weather events, which
experts say are happening with
increased frequency and intensity due
to climate change. Henan province is
striated by rivers, dams and reser-
voirs, many constructed decades ago
to manage the flow of floodwater and
irrigate the agricultural region, but
rapid urban sprawl has strained exist-
ing drainage systems. — AFP

ZHENGZHOU: Damaged vehicles stacked on each other are seen in a car park fol-
lowing heavy rain which caused flooding earlier in the week that claimed at least
56 lives, in the city of Zhengzhou in China’s Henan province yesterday. —AFP

China braces for Typhoon In-Fa
as it cleans up flood damage

US launches second 
air strike in a week 
targeting Al-Shabaab 
MOGADISHU: The US military conducted an air
strike in Somalia on Friday against Al Qaeda affiliat-
ed Al-Shabaab jihadists, the second in four days
after a six-month hiatus, the Pentagon said. The US
military command for Africa (AFRICOM), “conduct-
ed an airstrike against Al-Shabaab in the vicinity of
Qeycad” in Galmudug province 300 miles (500
kilometers) north of the capital Mogadishu,
Pentagon spokeswoman Cindi King told AFP.

The strike was carried out by a drone and there
were no US forces on the ground, King said, adding
no further details could be provided. The strike was

the second carried out by the US military in Somalia
in a week, and only the second under US President
Joe Biden, who took office in January this year.

On Tuesday, AFRICOM targeted Al-Shabaab
jihadists near Galkayo, northwest of Qeycad. As soon
as Biden arrived at the White House, he limited the
use of drones against jihadist groups outside US the-
aters of war. That reversed the policy of his prede-
cessor Donald Trump, who had given the military
carte blanche in countries such as Somalia and Libya.

King noted “US forces are authorized to conduct
strikes in support of combatant commander-desig-
nated partner forces under the 2001 AUMF,” refer-
ring to the Authorization for the Use of Military
Force, whose authority US presidents have relied on
to launch operations against armed Islamist groups.

Last month, the US House of Representatives
voted to repeal a 2002 use-of-force measure that
gave the US military the legal authority to invade
Iraq and has since been used to justify military

action against groups linked to Al Qaeda and the
Taleban in Afghanistan.

Supporters of repealing the 2002 AUMF argue it
has long outlived its purpose and that Congress
should reclaim its war-making powers. No elected
officials have indicated there is any immediate plan
to reverse the 2001 measure.

Defense Department spokesman John Kirby said
last week that AFRICOM commander General
Stephen Townsend has “the authority to act in
defense of our forces and our Somali partners.”

The recent strikes “underscore the threat that Al
Shabaab poses in Somalia, and in certainly the Horn
of Africa,” Kirby said. “That threat remains signifi-
cant, and we’re going to continue to be vigilant
about it.” Drone strikes had multiplied during
Trump’s term, going from 11 in Somalia in 2015, to 64
in 2019 and 54 in 2020, according to the non-gov-
ernmental group Airwars, which monitors civilian
deaths in bombings around the world. — AFP


