
TARTU, Estonia: Kalle Rovanpera, a
20-year-old Finn, became the youngest
winner in the World Rally Championship
when he took the Estonia Rally yester-
day. Rovanpera beat Hyundai’s Craig
Breen by almost a minute and broke the
record of another Finn, Jari-Matti
Latvala, now his boss at Toyota, who was
22 when he claimed his first victory in
Sweden in 2008.

The former Skoda driver, who lives in
Estonia, was joined by his father Harri, a
one-time rally winner, at the finish line.
“It has been a difficult season and it’s
really nice to get it here in Estonia. It’s
almost a home rally and a lot of fans
were here supporting,” Rovanpera told
the WRC’s website.

“It has been a long season so far with
not so good results, but we proved that
the pace is there and now we can bring it
home which is good,” he added. Belgian
Thierry Neuville finished third for
Hyundai, 1min 12sec behind, after win-
ning three of the day’s stages and finish-
ing second in the other three. Seven-time
champion Sebastien Ogier finished
fourth to extend his overall lead in the

drivers’ championship to 37 points over
Toyota team-mate Welshman Elfyn
Evans who was fifth.

Home hope and four-time race winner
Ott Tanak won three stages yesterday,
including the closing power stage, but
finished 22nd more than 1hr 2mins slower
than Rovanpera after temporarily aban-
doning on Friday following three punc-
tures on his Hyundai. He moved up to
fourth in the overall standings, leap-
frogging Tanak, and is 14 points behind
third-placed Neuville.

Rovanpera had held the lead in
Estonia since Friday’s fourth stage as he
followed in his dad’s footsteps after
Harri’s Sweden Rally victory in 2001.
Rovanpera junior was just 11 months old
at the time of his father’s sole success
and began driving aged eight. He started
competing as a 14-year-old in Latvia and
won the national title in 2016 and 2017.

Son of a driver
He made his debut at the Wales Rally

GB later that year and claimed his first
points in Australia the following month.
Last year, Rovanpera was the youngest

driver to reach the podium when he fin-
ished third in Sweden.

This season he finished second in the
Arctic Rally on home snow before going
one better on Sunday just across the
Gulf of Finland less than five months lat-
er. Rovanpera is often compared to
another prominent young driver, Max
Verstappen, who is leading the Formula
One standings for Red Bull.

Also the son of a driver, the
Dutchman, who came through the Red
Bull driver development program, made
his Formula One debut in 2015 at 17
years 5 months and 15 days, before win-
ning his first Grand Prix in 2016 at 18
years 7 months and 15 days. “I’ve heard
it before and I think it’s pretty flattering,”
said Rovanpera who has been connected
to Red Bull since he was 16.

Rovanpera has plenty of time to
dethrone the youngest ever WRC
champion, Britain’s Colin McRae, who
won the title in 1995 at 27 years, 7
months and 25 days. “He is part of a
new generation of drivers but he seems
to be ready despite his young age and
knows how to analyses with a lot of

experience,” said his first boss at Toyota,
four-time world champion Tommi
Makinen. While Rovanpera rarely smiles
in public he is not without a sense of

humor. He told AFP that he chose 69 as
his car number because: “That way,
when I put the car on its roof, the num-
ber stays the same”. — AFP
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Ahly punish 10-man
Chiefs to win CAF
Champions League
CASABLANCA: Egyptian club Al-Ahly won a
record-extend ing  10th  CAF Champions
League title on Saturday with a 3-0 final vic-
tory over 10-man South African rivals Kaizer
Chiefs in Casablanca. Mohamed Sherif scored
his sixth goal of the competition after 53 min-
utes to put the Cairo Red Devils ahead at an
empty Stade Mohammed V because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

A br i l l iant  goa l  f rom Mohamed ‘Afsha ’
Magdy on 64 minutes left little doubt about the
outcome in a disappointing finale to the mar-
quee African club competition. Amr el Sulaya
rubbed salt into the wounds of Chiefs with a
third goal on 74 minutes, slamming a back-heel
past Nigerian goalkeeper Daniel Akpeyi.

Chiefs were struggling to contain Ahly late
in the first half when they suffered a massive
blow with the red-carding of Happy Mashiane.
The forward stamped on the right leg of full-
back Ahmed Tawfik and, after initially flashing
a yellow card, the Burundi referee checked the
foul on a monitor and changed his decision.

I t  was a  h is tor ic  v ictory for  Ahly, who

became the first club to win back-to-back
Champions League titles three times. South
Afr ica-born  Ahly  coach P i tso  Mosimane ,
who supported Chiefs as a child, became the
first African coach to win the competition
three times.

He succeeded in 2016 with South African club
Mamelodi Sundowns, and again with Ahly last
season in an all-Egyptian final against fierce
rivals Zamalek. Ahly pocket $2.5 million for win-
ning the Champions League and are guaranteed
at least another $3.5 million when they compete
in the FIFA Club World Cup in Japan.

Before travelling to the Far East, the Egyptian
club that have won 22 African titles will play
CAF Confederat ion Cup winners Raja
Casablanca of Morocco in a one-off match for
the CAF Super Cup. It was a bitterly disappoint-
ing first appearance in the final by Chiefs, whose
lone CAF title came 21 years ago when they won
the now defunct African Cup Winners Cup. 

The Soweto outfit matched Ahly early on and
had the lone shot on target in the opening half
with an ef fort  by Serbian forward Samir
Nurkovic that Ahly goalkeeper and captain
Mohamed el Shenawy comfortably saved.

Starting the second half with 10 men, Chiefs
packed their defense in the hope of snatching
victory through a breakaway goal or a penalty
shootout. But the resistance lasted just eight min-
utes before being undone by a superb pass from
Tawfik that Sherif chipped over Akpeyi. — AFP 

Three people shot
outside baseball
stadium in US capital
WASHINGTON: Three people were shot outside
a baseball stadium crowded with thousands of
spectators in the US capital on Saturday, causing
the game to be abruptly halted as fans were ush-
ered out. Police initially tweeted four people had
been shot, but Washington police second in com-
mand Ashan Benedict later said there were three
wounded in the incident.

He said two of those hit were in one of two vehi-
cles that was involved in a shootout. The third victim
was a woman on the sidewalk outside the stadium
where she had been attending the game. “At no time
during this incident were individuals inside the stadi-
um attending the game in any type of danger. This
was not an active shooter incident. Everything took
place outside the stadium,” Benedict told reporters.

He said the woman was “expected to be OK.”
AFP journalists who were at the game said some
spectators had rushed for the exits after hearing a
dozen or more gunshots outside the stadium, while
others remained in their seats at the announcer’s
initial urging.

Several bursts of automatic gunfire could be clear-
ly heard in the stadium in footage of the game posted
on social media, while another video showed streams

of people sprinting away from the stands. The United
States has a long and painful history of deadly gun
violence, in the form of a steady daily toll of shootings
as well as high-profile mass killings that have targeted
schools, workplaces and shopping centers.

Non-life threatening wounds
The lights of multiple police cars lit up the street

and sirens could be heard as the crowd attending
the game between the Washington Nationals and the
San Diego Padres was asked to leave the stadium, in
the Navy Yard neighborhood of southern

Washington, DC. Police tweeted that the investiga-
tion was active but that “it appears there is no ongo-
ing threat at this time.”

The department initially said two people had
been shot, and then later added that further “victims
associated with this incident walked into area hospi-
tals for treatment of gunshot wounds.” The
Washington Post quoted police as saying two of the
wounded had non-life threatening injuries, with a
man shot in the leg and a woman shot in the back.
The condition of the third person was not immedi-
ately known. — AFP

Rovanpera becomes youngest WRC race
winner with Estonia Rally victory

KYAPA, Estonia: Finland’s driver Kalle Rovanpera and Finland’s co-driver Jonne Halttunen
steer their Toyota Yaris WRC car during stage 15 Mustvee of the WRC Rally Estonia, the sev-
enth round of the FIA World Rally Championship, on Saturday near Kaapa, Estonia. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Jermell Charlo and
Brian Castano fought to a draw
Saturday, denying either a historic
victory that would have crowned one
of them the first four belt undisputed
champion in boxing’s super welter-
weight division.

The showdown marked the first
time all four 154-pound belts were on
the line with Charlo keeping his three
(WBC, WBA and IBF) and Castano
retaining the WBO strap as a result of
the draw. But the fight proved to be
closer than expected with more-
aggressive Castano proving he could
take Charlo’s best punch and deliver
heavy blows of his own, especially in
the middle rounds at the AT&T
Center in San Antonio, Texas.

Judges delivered a split decision
draw with one having it 114-113 for

Argentina’s Castano, another 114-114
and the third raised eyebrows by
scoring it a one-sided 117-111 in favor
of American Charlo. Both fighters
thought they won the bout, Charlo
because he almost knocked down his
rival in the second round and Castano
because he controlled the tempo in
the middle rounds.

“A draw isn’t what I wanted to
hear,” said Charlo. “I won this fight. I
hurt him a lot more. My power is seri-
ous. I had him in trouble in the second
and 10th rounds. This is my first time
experiencing something like this. This
comes with boxing — wins, losses
and draws.” Charlo was looking for
the spectacular knockout, while
Castano was the more patient of the
two, using a combination of body and
head shots to score. — AFP

SAN ANTONIO: Jermell Charlo (right) and Brian Castano (left) exchange punches
during their Super Welterweight fight at AT&T Center on Saturday in San Antonio,
Texas. — AFP

Kuwait’s Behbehani
wins first pro duel
LA CORUNA, Spain: The first professional
Kuwaiti boxer Hamza Behbehani launched his pro
career with a bang, as he knocked out his opponent
in the first match held in La Coruna, Spain.
Behbehani expressed his happiness to raise the
Kuwaiti flag high in an international boxing champi-
onship. He said the match, though short, was diffi-

cult. “My opponent began with a strong and fast
hook in an attempt to knock me out, but I was able
to regroup quickly and was able to hit him with
several punches that dropped him to the mat sever-
al times, prompting the referee to stop the match,”
he added.  He said there will be several matches
ahead leading to the world championship. World
Boxing Council (WBC) representative in Kuwait
Mishal Al-Fajji lauded this achievement for Kuwait,
which reflects the high standard Kuwait sport has
reached. “We will continue supporting Behbehani
all the way to reaching the world championship, and
this needs more effort and hard work,” he said. 

LA CORUNA, Spain: Kuwaiti boxer Hamza Behbehani (left) participates in his first professional boxing match.

WASHINGTON: People are seen leaving the Nationals Park stadium as the game between the Nationals and
the San Diego Padres was interrupted due to a shooting outside the stadium in Washington, DC, on
Saturday. — AFP

Kuwait wins 
Arab wheelchair
basketball crown
KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Sports Club
wheelchair basketball team won the Arab
Championship after beating Jordan 49-37.
Club Chairman Shafi Al-Hajiri dedicated the
win to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the government and people of Kuwait. Hajiri
congratulated the athletes for winning this
first event after the suspension of internation-
al participation due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. He said the club will reward the players
with $20,000.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s wheelchair basketball team
captain Hamad Al-Adwani (right) receives the
championship trophy. Charlo, Castano battle to draw in

super welterweight showdown


