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Shock-fest “Titane” took home the top
Palme d’Or prize at Cannes on
Saturday, revealed early at the clos-

ing ceremony in an embarrassing slip-up
by jury president Spike Lee. French direc-
tor Julie Ducournau is only the second
woman to scoop the prize, for a movie
that was one of the wildest, sexiest and
most violent ever shown at the Cannes
film festival.

“It’s the first film ever where a Cadillac
impregnated a woman. That blew my
mind!” Lee said. “That’s genius and crazi-
ness together.” “Titane” tells the story of a
woman who kills without a care, with brutal
scenes that had many cinemagoers shield-
ing their eyes during the opening night.
Lee, the first black man to lead the jury,
read out the winner at the very start of the
prize ceremony, rather than introducing the
first award of the night for best actor.

After an awkward pause and regroup-
ing, the best actor award went to US actor
Caleb Landry Jones for his chilling per-
formance in “Nitram” about Australia’s
worst mass shooting. Making a film about
the Port Arthur massacre in 1996, in
which 35 people died, triggered harsh crit-
icism of director Justin Kurzel in Australia.
But critics were won over at the Cannes
premiere, with Variety calling it a “devas-
tating study of atrocity” that shows “quiet
respect for the victims’ dignity”.

It was a huge night, too, for the previ-
ously unknown Norwegian actress
Renate Reinsve, who was rocketed to
stardom by her role in “Worst Person in
the World”. Her role as a twenty-some-
thing searching for her identity and pin-

balling through relationships was a sensa-
tion, and caught the 33-year-old totally
unprepared. “No one has seen me in any-
thing,” she told AFP after the premiere.
“The other day I woke up and I puked.
And today I woke up and I cried.”

‘Letting the monsters in’ 
When it finally became time to

announce the Palme d’Or for real, Lee

said: “I apologize for messing up.” But
then he almost fluffed the presentation
again, starting to announce the winner
rather than presenter Sharon Stone, by
which point Ducournau was giggling in the
audience. She still broke into tears when

the official announcement was made, and
told the crowd: “This evening has been
perfect because it’s been imperfect.
Thank you for letting the monsters in.”
The only other woman to win the top prize
is Jane Campion for “The Piano” in 1993.

Other winners on the night included
Leos Carax as best director for “Annette”,
the flamboyant rock opera starring Adam
Driver and Marion Cotillard, and written by

eccentric Los Angeles pop duo Sparks.
The second-prize Grand Prix was shared
between Iran’s two-time Oscar winner
Asghar Farhadi (“A Hero”) and Finland’s
Juho Kuosmanen (“Compartment No.6”),
while best screenplay went to Japan’s

Hamaguchi Ryusuke and Takamasa Oe
for “Drive My Car”.

The race had been wide open this
year, with critics pointing to many possible
successors to “Parasite”, the South
Korean hit which took home the last
Palme in 2019 before making history by
triumphing at the Oscars. Last year’s fes-
tival was cancelled because of the pan-
demic. 

Spit tests 
There were doubts early in the festival

about the COVID logistics, with some fes-
tival-goers grossed out by the spit tests
required every 48 hours, and criticism on
social media over unmasked attendees in
the cinemas at early premieres.
Restrictions were tightened, partying
scaled back, and even though the stars
couldn’t quite keep themselves from hugs
and kisses on the red carpet, the festival
appeared to pass without a major out-
break.

But there was still plenty of star power.
Tilda Swinton was ubiquitous on the red
carpet, appearing in five films of the offi-
cial selection. She starred in “Memoria” by
Thailand’s former Palme winner
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, which
shared the third-place jury prize with
“Ahed’s Knee” by Nadav Lapid. But
Swinton was clear that her proudest
moment was receiving the Palm Dog
award on behalf of her three spaniels,
who appeared with her in “The Souvenir
Part 2”. “Honestly, this is the prize to get,”
she said at Friday’s canine ceremony, as
she tied the red collar prize around her
neck. — AFP 

Deal! Sports 
trading cards
boom in 
pandemic-era US

Inside an unassuming store in New
York’s Greenwich Village, around a
dozen men unlock black briefcases,

remove sports cards and begin to trade
them - a growing hobby and industry that
has boomed during the pandemic.
Excitement is high after a San Francisco-
based investment fund announced earlier
that day that it had bought a card of
Golden State Warriors’ basketball star
Stephen Curry for $5.9 million, setting a
new record.

Michael Campobasso, a 38-year-old
jewelry dealer, hopes that sale will spur
interest in his highly graded card of Curry
from the three-time NBA champion’s rook-
ie 2009-10 season. “After that card this is
probably one of his more coveted cards.
I’d sell it for $80,000,” says Campobasso,
who paid $25,000 for it last year.

The sports trading card industry has
been growing for several years but coron-

avirus lockdowns reinvigorated hobbyists
and attracted new ones, with investors
helping to send prices skyrocketing. “It’s
had a massive impact,” Jacob Salter,
product manager at Bleecker Trading
which hosted the trade night in New York,
said of the pandemic. “People were
home, they were bored, cooped up in
their house, reliving their childhood. They
started buying sports cards,” added the
25-year-old. The early days of lockdown
coincided with the release in April 2020 of
hit Netflix series “The Last Dance”, about
Michael Jordan’s celebrated Chicago
Bulls team of the 1990s. It sent demand
for Jordan memorabilia soaring and con-
tributed towards basketball cards taking
center stage in the sports trading card
world, which had long been dominated by
baseball.

In February this year, a rare Jordan
card signed by the six-time NBA champi-
on himself sold for $1.44 million at auc-
tion, breaking the previous record for a
card of his by $500,000. A LeBron James
rookie card fetched $5.2 million in April.
Basketball cards dominate exchanges at
the Bleecker Trading event, where organ-
izer Salter estimates the total value of
cards in the room over the course of the
night at $20 million.

The authenticity of the cards have all
been attested to by grading companies,
which rate them on a scale of one to ten,
with ten being the highest. Ratings factors

include rarity and condition. All of the
cards are encased in see-through plastic
“slabs”, which the traders proudly display
on racks inside hard suitcases that have
combination number locks due to their
contents’ high-value.

For 28-year-old Vahe Hekimian, col-
lecting sports cards started as a hobby
that morphed into his main source of
income. “It’s a passion. I love it. But I also
sell to keep going,” he tells AFP, explain-
ing that sports stars’ performances impact

the value of their cards.

‘Assets’ 
He once paid $50,000 in a partial cash-

trade transaction for rising NBA star Luka
Doncic of the Dallas Mavericks who will
represent Slovenia at this summer’s
Olympics. The most valuable trade of the
night exceeds $90,000 and involves multi-
ple cards, including of baseball hotshot
Shohei Ohtani and young NFL quarter-
back Justin Herbert. Those involved want

to remain anonymous.
Campobasso doesn’t sell his card of

Curry but he does strike a deal worth
$11,000. A 44-year-old collector calling
himself Cage Lawyer, who owns a Jordan
card worth half a million dollars, says trad-
ing cards are now increasingly seen as
astute investments. “People view them as
an alternative asset class now, something
akin to art and cryptocurrency. People are
looking for something to put their money
in to hedge against inflation,” he explains.

The frenzy is a boon for the growing
number of investment groups now trading
in sports cards. Alt, which invests in untra-
ditional assets, estimates that the trading
card market is currently worth $15 billion.
It splashed out the $5.9 million on the
autographed Curry card. Collectable is
another company that engages in frac-
tional ownership where investors buy
shares in cards.

PWCC is a trading card marketplace
that holds auctions and runs a secure
vault where owners can store their cards.
It expects to do over $500 million in sales
this year, roughly three times what it did in
2020, according to business development
director Jesse Craig. “We’re very confi-
dent that our industry is going to keep
growing,” he said. — AFP 

NBA star Michael Jordan cards are displayed. Soccer star Lionel Messi cards are displayed at Bleecker Trading. A trader selects a card.

Traders exchange sports cards at Bleecker Trading in New York on July 6, 2021. — AFP photos 

French director Julia Ducournau poses on stage with US actress Sharon Stone, French actor Vincent Lindon, French actress Agathe Rousselle and US
director and Jury President of the 74th Cannes Film Festival Spike Lee after she won the Palme d’Or for her film “Titane” during the closing ceremony
of the 74th edition of the Cannes Film Festival on Saturday. — AFP photos

French director Julia Ducournau poses on stage
with her trophy after she won the Palme d’Or
for her film “Titane”. 

Norwegian actress Renate Reinsve poses with
her trophy during a photocall after she was
awarded with the Best Actress Prize for her
part in the film “Verdens Verste Menneske”
(The Worst Person In The World)”.

Italian director Marco Bellocchio poses during
a photocall after he received an honorary
Palme d’Or.

Japanese director Ryusuke Hamaguchi poses
with his trophy after he won the Best
Screenplay prize for the film “Drive My Car”.

Thai director Apichatpong Weerasethakul poses
with his trophy after he was jointly awarded
with the Jury Prize for the film “Memoria”.

US actor Caleb Landry Jones delivers a speech
on stage after he was awarded with the Best
Actor Prize for his part in “Nitram”.

Hong Kong director Tang Yi poses with her tro-
phy during a photocall after she won the Palme
d’Or - Short Film for her film “All the Crows in
the World”.


