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Travel happy 
with Ooredoo 
roaming bundles
KUWAIT:  Summer has always been the per-
fect season for travelling, and the holiday sea-
son has started. Thus, Ooredoo Telecom, the
first to introduce innovative digital services in
Kuwait, launched its roaming bundles at com-
petitive prices designed to fulfill its customers’
needs while travelling. 

By subscribing to any of the roaming bun-
dles; “Ooredoo Passport” or “My Country”,
customers will no longer need to purchase a
local SIM card to enjoy telecommunication
services, enabling them to enjoy unlimited ben-
efits including unlimited Internet, calls within the
visited destination and to more than 70 coun-
tries; all from their Ooredoo Kuwait number.
Further, customers no longer have to worry
about the rigors associated with mobile con-
nectivity while travelling. 

The “Ooredoo Passport”, the first of its kind
in the State of Kuwait, enables all prepaid and
postpaid Internet customers to enjoy roaming
services around more than 70 countries, as well
as the opportunity to choose from the daily,
weekly or monthly Internet or voice plans with
unlimited benefits with flexible validity starting
from KD 1 per day. The “My Country” roaming
bundle supports one country, in which it gives
customers the unlimited benefits available only
in the customers’ chosen country and will not
roam outside it, and they can choose from 27
countries. Hence, the offer is valid for 30 days
for KWD Ooredoo has customized these pack-
ages to fulfill the lifestyle of its customers and
give them the best value at competitive prices.
Hence, all Ooredoo roaming bundles start their
journey from the plane with inflight roaming.
Existing Ooredoo customers can choose from
subscribing to a Voice (internet and minutes) or
internet plan or purchase and Internet SIM,
while for non-existing customers they can pur-
chase a SIM to utilize it abroad.

DUBAI: Schneider Electric, the leader in the digital
transformation of energy management and automa-
tion, and AVEVA, a global leader in industrial soft-
ware, driving digital transformation and sustainabili-
ty, announced yesterday that their combined tech-
nology offerings are supporting the sustainability
initiatives of mining companies in four key pillars:
energy efficiency, yield improvement, low green-
house emission technology adoption, and new green
processes.   

Global decarbonization is heavily reliant on the
sustainable production of minerals and commodities.
A thriving and healthy mining and metals sector is
crucial for the global economy and to support the
innovation of new technologies and materials need-
ed for climate change reduction, environment pro-
tection, and the circular economy.  Schneider
Electric and AVEVA are providing the tools required
by organizations to make informed decisions that
will empower people across the mining, minerals,
and metals value chains to be more strategic in their
choices based on sound advice with sustainability in
mind. They are assisting operators and managers in
these choices leaving these organizations well posi-
tioned to tackle some of the challenges associated
with adopting sustainable practices, potentially
resulting in reduced operating costs and thus pro-
viding the rare ability of appeasing all stakeholders.

According to an IDC Technology Spotlight,
sponsored by AVEVA and Schneider Electric,
Transitioning to Sustainable Mining, Minerals and
Metals Practices, the top three market pressures
driving the sustainability agendas of mining and
metals organizations are:

• Need to improve brand equity
• Reduce the risk of an adverse event
• Ensure compliance with current and future

regulations
“Technology has a critical role to play in sup-

porting mining companies,” said Ben Kirkwood,
Senior Research Manager, IDC Energy Insights -

WW Mining. “Efforts to
hit sustainability targets
and gain greater visibility
and control over opera-
tions will enable corpo-
rate insight and action
relating to energy, water
usage, and management
of the operational envi-
ronment. IDC’s global
analysis of the revenue
growth and profitability
of industrial companies

shows that those with a committed and ongoing sus-
tainability-based strategy combined with a long-
term, funded, digital transformation agenda consid-
erably outperform their competitors.” 

Digitalization 
The IDC Technology Spotlight also reinforces the

fact that as the industry continues to experience
backlash from its perceived stagnant position on
sustainability, platforms with added analytics are
enabling improved operational efficiencies while
enhancing the visibility of the changes being made.

“Digitally integrated operations can address key
areas of an organization’s sustainability agenda by
combining power and process intelligence and con-

trols,” said David Willick, VP North America,
Mining, Minerals and Metals Segment, Schneider
Electric. “Digitalization is a critical evolution for the
resources industry, and Schneider Electric and
AVEVA are uniquely qualified to help. We are
experts at marshalling the power of connected sys-
tems and human insight to bring operational per-
formance to its highest level. Together, we have won
the trust of the world’s leading companies with
thousands of implementations onsite and in the
cloud. Today our joint customers can benefit from
our shared customer-centric innovation culture,
unmatched R&D capabilities, and extensive sector-
specific expertise.”

“Although the benefits of digital transformation
are crystal clear, the mining industry has thus far
been limited by legacy infrastructure, data inade-
quacies, and piecemeal optimization programs,”
said Martin Provencher, Industry Principal, Mining,
Metals and Materials, AVEVA. “Increasingly viru-
lent cyberattacks and a growing mandate for decar-
bonized minerals have further emphasized the
importance of having high data availability and

embracing a secure, cloud-first approach to visual-
ize and contextualize enterprise-wide processes
across global operations. The combination of
Schneider Electric’s energy management solutions,
automation systems and services, and AVEVA’s
Digital Mining Transformation solutions enable our
customers to transform conventional mining opera-
tions into intelligent, resilient and sustainable
undertakings.”

Corporate Knights recently named Schneider
Electric the world’s most sustainable company.
According to the IDC Technology Spotlight,
Schneider Electric’s EcoStruxure platform combined
with AVEVA’s Digital Mining and Metals
Transformation solutions can provide the opera-
tional and organizational insight required to make
sustainable operations and improved decisions
through the collection and analysis of data. The
partner companies aim to decarbonize the mining,
minerals and metals value chains through the provi-
sion of an industrial IoT platform with technology
and software elements supporting the capability for
energy management and automation. 
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Mining and metals companies 
accelerate focus on sustainability

Schneider Electric, AVEVA join hands to drive sustainability initiatives

Speakers from Schneider Electric, AVEVA, IDC, Rio Tinto and Vale at the event

In Senegal, 
giant sheep 
prized for Eid
DAKAR: A ram the size of a small
pony tosses its head inside a sumptu-
ous pen illuminated by flashing disco
lights, before lunging at some ewes half
its size. The skittish animal lives on a
rooftop in Senegal’s capital Dakar,
alongside a dozen ewes, in an enclo-
sure featuring ceiling fans, faux chan-
deliers and multi-colored lighting.

The plush surroundings underscore
the deep affection owner Abdou Fatah
Diop has for the breed of sheep
known as Ladoum, which are native to
the West African country. “It’s a pas-
sion. I forget everything,” Diop says
of his sheep, adding that he spends
more money on them then he does on
his family.

But the sheep are still money-spin-
ners. Businessman Diop, 40, sells lambs
sired by his prize ram to other Ladoum
breeders who want to improve their
herds, for the equivalent of thousands.

Many are similarly enamored with
sheep in the mostly Muslim nation of
Senegal, where there are popular tele-
vision programs dedicated to the ani-
mal. The most prized variety are the
Ladoum: a smooth-haired breed with
curled horns that can reach imposing
heights of 1.2 meters (4 feet) or more at
the shoulder. A wealthy elite also pays
small fortunes for magnificent Ladoum

rams to sacrifice during the Islamic
festival of Eid Al-Adha-also called
Tabaski-which begins next week.

Senegalese breeders only devel-
oped the variety over the past 20
years, according to Diop, to accentuate
the sheep’s proportions and physical
beauty.

Abou Kane, another top breeder,
has dozens of Ladoum tethered under
a white tent in the center of Dakar to
sell for Tabaski. His clients will pay up
to 2 million CFA francs (3,000 euros,
$3,600) for a sacrificial animal. “It’s an
exceptional breed that you can find
nowhere else,” he says, praising the
sheep’s “splendor”.

‘Mystify the neighbors’ 
Slaughtering flashy rams for

Tabaski has become a marker of sta-
tus in Senegal. But prices are far out
of reach for many in the country,
where about 40 percent live on less
than $1.90 (1.70 euros) a day, accord-
ing to the World Bank.

There is still pressure to buy a
good-looking sheep, however. In
Dakar’s largest ruminants’ market,
herders in colorful robes stroll among
thousands of bleating sheep and goats.

Traders from neighboring Mali and
Mauritania have come ahead of
Tabaski to serve the city’s clientele.

The market does a roaring trade
over the festival period, according to
its president Mamadou Talla, clear-
ing about 150,000 euros ($180,000)
a day in sales and supplying half of
the 260,000 sheep consumed in
Dakar. Talla, 61, said that competing

for the nicest sheep is a uniquely
Senegalese phenomenon and that
customers are picky.

“Every Senegalese wants a big
ram” the 61-year-old added, which
can “mystify” the neighbours and
make children happy. Not all sheep
are exorbitant. Talla said many go for
60,000 CFA francs (90 euros, $107),
for example.

‘Crackpots’ 
Several traders interviewed by AFP

said that costs of upkeep and transport
justified the seemingly high price of
ordinary Tabaski sheep. For the deluxe
animals, breeder Abou Kane argued
that the rich have a religious obligation

to choose the nicest animal. “God
demanded of us a sacrifice,” he said.
“You really shouldn’t choose just any-
thing”. Some argue that the pursuit of
beauty in sheep has little to do with
Tabaski, however.

El Hadji Mamadou Ndiaye, an
imam at Dakar’s Great Mosque, said
the rules dictate that the sacrificial
animal be of a certain age, among
other measures, but say nothing of an
animal’s size or beauty.

Culture, as well as individual vani-
ty, play a role in the market for enor-
mous Tabaski sheep, he suggested. “If
you’re not a crackpot, you just follow
the criteria that are demanded,”
Ndiaye said. —AFP

DAKAR: A herdsman keeps watch over his sheep in the Keur Massar sheep mar-
ket. Thousands of sheep are transported to Dakar ahead of Tabaski (Eid Al-
Adha) celebrations. — AFP

Burgan Bank offers 
for Youth Account 
holders at Unique Hype 
KUWAIT: On the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, Burgan
Bank is offering its Youth account customers a KD 50
discount at Unique Hype. Unique Hype is one of the
trendiest stores for streetwear clothing, limited-edition
sneakers and apparel. Burgan Bank Youth cardholders
can avail the offer on the shoes collection throughout
the Eid holiday at Unique Hype store at Al-Hamra Mall. 

Burgan Bank’s partnership with Unique Hype is
part of the Bank’s objective to expand and diversify its
promotional offers to the Youth account customers.
Burgan Bank has majority owned subsidiaries, collec-
tively known as the “Burgan Bank Group”, in the
MENAT region supported by one of the largest
regional branch networks, which includes Gulf Bank
Algeria - AGB (Algeria), Bank of Baghdad - BOB (Iraq
& Lebanon), Tunis International Bank - TIB (Tunisia),
and fully owned Burgan Bank Turkey. Furthermore,
Burgan Bank has a presence in the UAE through its
corporate office, Burgan Financial Services Limited.

Fed maintains 
its stance amid 
rising inflation 
KUWAIT: Consumer price index, a key measure of
inflation for the Federal Reserve was released on
Tuesday where it showed the pace of US consumer
prices has accelerated unexpectedly in June. 

The reading showed CPI rose last month at its
fastest pace since August 2008, surging 5.4 percent
from the previous year, while surpassing the 5 per-
cent increase reported in May and the 4.9 percent
rise forecasted by economists. On a monthly basis,
the data showed price gains of 0.9 percent, the
biggest one month jump since June 2008. Core CPI,
the figure that strips out volatile items such as food
and energy, rose from a yearly increase of 3.8 percent
in May to 4.5 percent in June. 

The inflation figure had investors, economists and
policy makers scrutinizing the reading in the middle
of a debate about the risk of runaway consumer
prices, fueled by ultra-accommodative fiscal and
monetary policy. Looking at the numbers it is appar-
ent that price jumps have so far been most significant
in sectors directly affected by the coronavirus pan-
demic. The highest driver being prices of used cars
which have soared due to a semiconductor shortage,
semiconductors are an essential component in build-
ing new cars, and the shortage made new cars scarce,

driving the soaring demand to the limited used car
market. Fed Chair Jerome Powell has repeatedly
invoked used car prices as evidence for the tempo-
rary nature of the current inflation surge. 

Other factors having a hand in the rising figures
included travel related expenses such as airfare, hotel
prices and car rental costs, all rising due to lock-
downs being loosened. Energy prices also surged as
Americans shook off pandemic restrictions and took
to the roads again. Fed officials had predicted in June
that their preferred gauge of core inflation would rise
by 3 percent this year before mellowing down to 2.1
percent in 2022. But Tuesday’s reading saw econo-
mists believing that the surprisingly high inflation
could pressure the regulator to consider slowing
monetary stimulus by reducing asset purchases soon-
er than previously though.  The Biden administration
has previously expressed confidence that the surge in
prices would subside, and continued to defend that
view after the data were published. The White
House’s Council of Economic Advisers on Tuesday
stressed in a series of tweets that, outside of disrup-
tions related to the pandemic and supply chain issues,
core CPI had risen by 0.22 percent month over
month, relative to 0.28 percent in May and 0.31 per-
cent in April. “We’re at a place where a set of pan-
demic related services are still normalizing their
prices back to where they were before the pandemic.
We’re in a world where we see a very concentrated
bottleneck around autos, and everything else in the
core series we’re seeing deceleration,” a White House
official said on Tuesday.

A day following the release of the US inflation
date, Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell testified in
front of the Congress, where he fended questions
from Republicans and Democrats alike, in a bid to

ease concerns over the Fed’s response to surging
inflation.  Powell pushed back against suggestions
that the regulator might be complacent about infla-
tion risks, saying that the Fed was ready to act if
needed to tame prices and that he sympathized with
public concern over rising prices. “I know people are
very worried about inflation, we hear that loud and
clear from everybody, it is really going through the
economy and through every business,” said Powell. 

Powell largely stuck to his view that the inflation
increases would be transitory and will eventually sub-
side. Powell did not break any new ground on mone-
tary policy during the three hour hearing, he reiterat-
ed that the central bank would continue discussions
later this month on reducing its $120bn in monthly
asset purchases, and that the Fed is not yet debating a
rise in its main interest rate from its rock bottom level.  

Powell sought to strike a balance between accept-
ing that the inflation readings had caught the fed off-
guard so far, while also stressing that the big picture
had not changed. He said “It is still the same story. It
is still the same parts of the economy that are pro-
ducing this inflation. It is a pretty narrow group of
things that are producing these high readings, but we
are anxious like everybody else to see that inflation
pass through.” He also urged lawmakers to have
“faith” in the Fed’s judgment that it was still riskier to
tighten policy too early than too late. “We really do
believe and virtually all forecasters do believe that
these things will come down of their own accord as
the economy reopens - it would be a mistake to act
prematurely.”
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