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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health urged people in
Kuwait yesterday to make sure that they arrive to
take their COVID-19 vaccine only after they receive
a text message detailing the time and place of their
vaccination. The ministry statement came in
response to rumors which circulated on social
media yesterday and claimed that people could get
vaccinated without a prior appointment at certain
vaccination centers yesterday.

Meanwhile, Kuwait began yesterday offering
vaccines to children aged 12-15 ahead of the start of
the school year in September. In the meantime, the
ministry announced that COVID-19 vaccination
centers will remain open during the Eid Al-Adha
holiday from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm. Furthermore, it
noted that around 160,000 residents were vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 in field vaccination campaigns
launched around Kuwait recently.

Kuwait had reported 1,226 new cases and 18 deaths
on Saturday, which put total infections and deaths at
384,573 and 2,211 respectively. Total active cases
reached 16,855 as of Saturday, while 330 patients
were receiving treatment in intensive care units, min-
istry spokesperson Dr Abdallah Al-Sanad said. Total
recoveries stood at 365,507 as of Saturday when 1,515
new recoveries were announced.

No COVID-19 vaccine without
appointment, health ministry says

KUWAIT: People queue up for COVID-19 vaccine doses at a vaccination center in Kuwait yesterday. 
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Two Thousand Dinars:
A Lamentable Legacy

By Nejoud Al-Yagout

In my view

First, we heard that residents above the age of 60
would not be allowed to renew their residencies if
they did not hold a college degree. Then, after

outrage on social media (by locals, to be sure, since any
outrage by a resident would lead to arrest or deporta-
tion), there was talk that the rule may not be imple-
mented; instead, we heard that those who came up
with the decree would, at least, reconsider the age
bracket, perhaps hiking it up to residents over 70 years
of age (which in and of itself is lamentable). 

Then, it was back again to 60 a few months ago, but
with a proposal to fine residents annually (that is when
talk of KD 2,000 arose). This latter proposal brewed
for a while until it was announced only recently - in the
midst of a pandemic, in the throes of increased unem-
ployment and suicides and drug taking and crimes, and
in the whirlwind of murders and corruption - that the
Public Authority of Manpower would “allow” residents
above the age of 60 who do not hold university
degrees to renew their residency provided they pay an
annual fee of KD 2,000; as though by making it look
like a favor, a permission granted, so to speak, the
harsh brutality of the cost of remaining in Kuwait
would seem less pronounced, brushed under the rug.
Though already considered official by all of us who
read about it in the news, it appears that the “decision”
needs a couple more weeks, perhaps, to be considered
bureaucratically official, unless a person with strings
will use his position of power to take a stand against it.
The likelihood of such a selfless act transpiring is well,
let’s just say, unlikely. Highly unlikely. 

Although many residents above 60 who have grad-
uated from college may have breathed a collective,
perhaps even audible, sigh of relief, many others will be
in tears, for they have parents and siblings aged 60 and
above who live with or near them and who do not hold
college degrees, and they themselves, holders of col-
lege degrees, will not be able to afford such a fee to
keep the family together. And what about us locals?
We cannot ignore the two-thousand-dinar elephant in
the room. Many of us who work in the public or private
sector, with or without university degrees, or even with
Master’s degrees and PhDs, would not ourselves be
able (or willing) to pay such a lofty fee. Two. Thousand.
Dinars. Imagine. And if we think this will not affect us,
we are wrong. “They” are us! They, who we consider
expatriates and foreigners and residents are us. We are
them. We are one in this society. All of us. Each one of
us, a thread of the same fabric, interwoven. What hurts
us hurts them and vice versa. Let this register for all of
us. Again and again and again. 

There are residents in their sixties who were born
here and have lived here their entire lives; residents
who do not want to go “home” because their “home” is
here, in Kuwait, where they belong, with us. Kuwait is
the land in which they want to be buried, in which their
parents were buried. After all their years of service to
our country, we are now showing them the door under
the pretext of making rules we know people cannot
implement, all so that residents can leave of their own
accord. But they will not leave of their own accord.
Ever. They will leave because neither they nor their
university-degree-holding families were able to pay
such an outrageous sum; they will leave because they
are tired of living in a country that does not want them
here. So many have left already; others are waiting for
the right moment to leave. Others are waiting anxiously
to see whether things will get better (or get worse). 

We cannot stay silent. We cannot. And the last thing
residents need is sympathy; if we are to feel sorry for
anyone, we should feel sorry for ourselves for who we
have become. Instead of patronizing them with our
sympathy, residents should be applauded for their
resilience, their bravery, and their contribution. They
should be rewarded; they should be given more bene-
fits as time elapses, not less. We have a lot to learn from
them. Even while many are treated as second-class
members of the community, they stay, they work, and
they support their families. This rhetoric of residents
profiting from us is immature and arrogant; we must
remember they are doing us a favor, a huge one, by
being here as well. We are in this together; and in a
healthy community, that is how things work; we give
and we take; we take and we give. 

Some residents may still find a way to stay here, in
their home. But with this new “fine,” there is no way
they can save money or help their families. And how
can we sleep at night knowing we are creating obsta-
cles for residents to send money back home? How can
we sleep at night knowing that there is no money to
pay for a parent’s kidney transplant or a relative’s
tumor removal or a child’s education because the mon-
ey is being paid to an oil-rich country instead? What
principles are we building our foundation on? These
are certainly not our principles. And as long as we hold
on to these pseudo-principles, we will continue to cre-
ate laws which protect us and ostracize others, laws
which are far, far away from the values of our heritage,
founded on hospitality and inclusivity. Aren’t we tired
of this us vs them attitude? Do we really want a Kuwait
for Kuwaitis? Is this our legacy? Can’t we remember
who we are? 

It’s done. All we can do now is lament and ensure
we resurrect a new Kuwait based on the ideals of our
welcoming forefathers who never flinched at demo-
graphics. All we can do now is remember that what
goes around comes around. This is a law. It is not a
doomsday prophecy, but a warning, an invitation to
recalibrate, a chance, an opportunity, to restore the
karmic balance. This is our chance to wake up and
ask ourselves: Is this our legacy? And we should ask
ourselves this question every night. That way, we can
rectify the situation before karma knocks on our
door. Loudly and fiercely.

Two thousand dinars. Let’s remember that num-
ber. For it may come back to haunt those of us who
stayed silent, those of us who spoke out for justice
only when it came to our rights and, often, at the
expense of others. 

Indian Doctors Forum
releases health
guide on COVID-19
By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Indian Doctors Forum, Kuwait
released its annual ‘Health Guide 2021’ titled
‘COVID-19 Explained’ at an event organized by
the Indian Embassy, Kuwait on Saturday. Indian
Ambassador Sibi George released the health
guide. The launch event was also attended by
Ministry of Health Assistant Undersecretary
Mohammad Al-Kashti , Kuwait Medical
Association President Dr Ahmad Thuwaini Al-
Eneizi; KIMS Secretary General Dr Fawaz Al-
Refaee and Indian Doctors’ Forum President Dr
Amir Ahmed, in addition to several senior doctors
and Indian community representatives.

“It is a rich repository of invaluable information
on all that we need to know about COVID-19 and
all the associated nuances explained lucidly by our
medical experts in plain, simple language. You
would also be happy to note that the health guide is
being made available free of cost,” the ambassador
said while releasing the guide. 

George said the embassy was very delighted to
partner again with Indian Doctors Forum and be
part of an initiative that will be highly useful for
everyone. Congratulating the Indian Doctors Forum
team, he said, “the entire editorial team who have

worked hard to compile this health guide.” He said
the Indian Doctors Forum team is always in the
forefront of the efforts of the embassy in ensuring
the welfare of the Indian community in Kuwait. 

Talking about Kuwait’s invaluable support to
India when the country faced a difficult situation
during the second wave of the pandemic with a
severe shortage of medical oxygen, the ambassa-
dor said Kuwait was one of the major suppliers of
medical assistance to India. “On behalf of the India
government and the 1.3 billion people of the coun-
try, I extend my sincere gratitude to the leadership,

government and people of the friendly State of
Kuwait for all the kind assistance. My special
thanks to all the concerned authorities who worked
tirelessly, even during the holy month of Ramadan
and the day of Eid Al-Fitr, to ensure continuous
flow of the much-needed medical oxygen from
Kuwait to India through successful air-sea bridge
operations,” he said.  

“The Indian embassy will organize a virtual
event on July 29 to express gratitude to all those
who helped India overcome the second wave,”
he stated.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George,  Mohammad Al-Kashti, Dr Ahmad Thuwaini Al-Eneizi, Dr
Fawaz Al-Refaee, Dr Amir Ahmed and senior doctors during the launch of the ‘Indian Doctors Forum
Health Guide 2021’ at the Indian Embassy on Saturday.

KUWAIT: Firemen battled a blaze that gutted a warehouse in Qurain
yesterday morning. Wood and flammable liquids were kept in the
warehouse located in the area’s markets zone, Kuwait Fire Force said,

noting that firemen from three different fire stations dealt with the
blaze. No injuries were reported in the incident as an investigation
was opened, KFF added.

Qurain warehouse fire under control


