
2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Monday, July 19, 2021

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah yesterday received a letter 
from His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, on the occasion of his return to 
Kuwait. In the letter, His Highness the 
Crown Prince congratulated His 
Highness the Amir on his safe return 
after the successful medical checkups 
abroad. In turn, His Highness the Amir 
thanked His Highness the Crown 
Prince for his sincere sentiments.  

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
had returned home on Saturday after 
a private visit abroad. Upon arrival, 
His Highness the Amir was received by 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem, senior Sheikhs, His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad 
Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and sen-
ior state officials.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received yesterday a 
phone call  from Sultan of Oman 
Haitham Bin Tareq. Oman’s Sultan 
congratulated His Highness the Amir 
on the advent of Eid Al-Adha, 
expressing his best wishes to the 
people of both nations on this Islamic 
occasion praying to Allah Almighty 
to bestow His Highness the Amir with 
everlasting health and wellness, and 
further progress and prosperity to 
his country. His Highness the Amir 
expressed the deepest thanks for 
Sultan Haitham for his sincere feel-
ings that reflected the deep-rooted 
historical bilateral ties between both 
countries, wishing Sultan Haitham 
everlasting health and wellness, and 
further progress and prosperity to 
Oman and its people under the wise 
leadership of its Sultan. — KUNA

Crown Prince congratulates 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is greeted upon his arrival back home. — Amiri Diwan photo
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Oil prices - which had already been sliding 

owing to concerns about the global economy - 
plummeted in April 2020 as coronavirus spread 
around the world and battered global consumption, 
transport and supply chains. 

OPEC+ last year decided to withdraw 9.7 million 
bpd from the market and to gradually restore sup-

plies by the end of April 2022. Benchmark oil prices 
rebounded as a result and have reached two-and-a-
half-year highs. The main international oil contracts 
have been trading around $75 per barrel.  

Economic rivalry was at the heart of the feud 
between OPEC members as the Gulf states try to 
cash in on their vast oil reserves as they face the 
beginning of the end of the oil era. Disagreements 
between Saudi Arabia and UAE are usually 
resolved behind palace walls and rarely spill into 
the open. Ministers from OPEC+ countries have 
gathered frequently since the spread of the new 
coronavirus to assess the market with the next 
meeting scheduled for Sept 1, according to yester-
day’s statement. — KUNA 

OPEC+ agrees on 
modest output...

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Oil Minister Mohammad Al-Faris takes part in the OPEC+ meeting yesterday. — KUNA 

MINA: Pilgrims walk in an alley at their camp in Mina near the holy city of Makkah yesterday. — AFP
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Pilgrims were brought there yesterday on buses 

which were only half-filled to respect social dis-
tancing rules, and authorities provided 3,000 elec-
tric cars to transport the elderly and those with lim-
ited mobility. “We have applied social distancing 
inside the camps, where there are four pilgrims in 
each room. We have put barriers between each bed 
to apply social distancing,” tour operator Hadi 
Fouad told AFP. “For the common areas at the camp, 
like the prayer area and the cafeteria, we have 
assigned a security company whose guards are 
spread throughout the camp to make sure there is 
no crowding.” 

In the high point of the hajj, worshippers will 
today climb Mount Arafat. Also known as the 
“Mount of Mercy”, it is the site where Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) delivered his final sermon. 
Worshippers will undertake hours of prayers and 
Quranic recitals there. After descending the follow-
ing day, they will gather pebbles and perform the 
symbolic “stoning of the devil”. 

The hajj, usually one of the world’s largest annual 
religious gatherings, is one of the five pillars of 
Islam and must be undertaken by all Muslims with 
the means at least once in their lives. This year’s pil-
grimage is larger than the pared-down version 
staged in 2020 but is drastically smaller than in nor-
mal times, creating resentment among Muslims 
abroad who are barred once again. Participants 
were chosen from more than 558,000 applicants 
through an online vetting system, with the event 
confined to fully vaccinated adults aged 18-65 with 

no chronic illnesses. 
“I thank God that we received approval to come, 

even though we did not expect it because of the 
small number of pilgrims,” said Abdulaziz bin 
Mahmoud, an 18-year-old Saudi. Saddaf Ghafour, a 
40-year-old Pakistani woman travelling with her 
friend, was among the women making the pilgrim-
age without a male “guardian”, which was a 
requirement until recently. “It is a privilege to per-
form hajj among a very limited number of pilgrims,” 
she said. 

Saudi Arabia has so far recorded more than 
507,000 coronavirus infections, including over 
8,000 deaths. Some 20 million vaccine doses have 
been administered in the country of over 34 million 
people. The hajj, which typically packs large crowds 
into congested religious sites, is potentially a super-
spreader event for the virus. 

But the hajj ministry has said it is working on the 
“highest levels of health precautions” in light of the 
pandemic and the emergence of new variants. 
Pilgrims are being divided into groups of just 20 “to 
restrict any exposure to only those 20, limiting the 
spread of infection”, ministry undersecretary 
Mohammad Al-Bijawi said. Aside from strict social 
distancing measures, authorities have introduced a 
“smart hajj card” to allow contact-free access to 
camps, hotels and the buses to ferry pilgrims 
around religious sites. 

The hajj went ahead last year on the smallest scale 
in modern history. Authorities initially said that only 
1,000 pilgrims would be allowed, although local 
media said up to 10,000 eventually took part. “Public 
health teams are monitoring the health status of pil-
grims around the clock upon their arrival in Makkah,” 
said Sari Asiri, director of the hajj and umrah depart-
ment at the health ministry, of this year’s precautions. 
Anyone found to be infected would be taken to isola-
tion facilities, he added. — AFP  

Saudi stages  
second hajj...
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or write,” said Drareni, freed in February under a 

presidential pardon for detainees of the Hirak 
protest movement. 

The head of media watchdog Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF), Christophe Deloire, is a vocal critic 
of the treatment of journalists in both Algeria and 
Morocco. RSF has ranked Algeria 146 out of 180 
countries and territories in its 2021 World Press 
Freedom Index, while Morocco was at 136. “In 
Algeria... and Morocco... the judicial system is being 
used to help silence journalists,” the report said. 

Human Rights Watch’s acting executive director 
for the Middle East and North Africa, Eric 
Goldstein, sounded the alarm back in Aug 2020 
ahead of the verdict against Drareni. “Morocco and 
Algeria are neighbors and rivals... vying for diplo-
matic supremacy in the Maghreb region, sparring 
over Western Sahara, and insulting each other’s 
governments daily via state-influenced media,” he 
said in a statement. 

“Algerian and Moroccan authorities might com-
pete in many domains, but when it comes to disliking 
bold journalism and commentary, they agree,” he 
added. “Morocco’s modus operandi is to file a host 
of specific criminal charges, while the Algerian 
authorities prefer vaguely defined penal code 
offences,” Goldstein said. 

The sentence against Drareni, a symbol of the 
struggle for press freedoms who worked for French-
language TV5 and media watchdog Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF), outraged fellow journalists. 
Drareni was arrested in Algiers in March 2020 while 
covering the pro-democracy Hirak movement, which 
swept former strongman Abdelaziz Bouteflika from 
power in 2019. The protests continued after 
Bouteflika’s ouster, with demonstrators demanding a 
sweeping overhaul of a ruling system in place since 
Algeria’s 1962 independence from France. 

Another emblematic figure of the crackdown in 
Algeria is Rabah Kareche, who was sentenced to 
one year in prison in April for spreading false infor-

mation “harmful to public security”. The detention 
of Kareche, a correspondent for French-language 
newspaper Liberte in Tamanrasset in Algeria’s far 
south, came after he published an article on a 
Tuareg protest movement in the area. 

Rights groups said yesterday an Algerian court 
sentenced a journalist to two years in jail and sus-
pended him from his state radio station job because 
of online posts. Sayed was not present for the ver-
dict on Saturday, and the court in the northwestern 
city of Tabessa also issued an arrest warrant for 
him, the CNLD prisoners’ support committee said. 
“The journalist Adel Sayed was sentenced in absen-
tia to two years in jail without parole... and took him 
off work at the radio station in Tabessa where he 
worked for 26 years,” CNLD said on Facebook. 

Sayed reacted quickly with an ironic post on 
Facebook in which he said he would surrender to 
the authorities and was “honored to be imprisoned”. 
He also “thanked” President Abdelmadjid Tebboune 
for making his sentence possible. “I had never imag-
ined such glory in the new Algeria: Two years in 
prison, an arrest warrant and a sacking after work-
ing at the radio station for 26 years,” Sayed wrote. 

The five-year prison sentence handed to 
Raissouni sparked rare criticism last Monday of 
Morocco by its influential ally the United States. 
The State Department said it was “disappointed” by 
the ruling against Raissouni. “We believe the judicial 
process that led to this verdict contradicts the 
Moroccan system’s fundamental promise of fair tri-
als for individuals accused of crimes and is inconsis-
tent with the promise of the 2011 constitution and 
His Majesty King Mohammed VI’s reform agenda,” 
State Department spokesman Ned Price said. 

Price said Washington was also raising with 
Rabat other journalists’ cases. RSF has said 
Raissouni’s trial was “tainted by irregularities” and 
called for the release of the 49-year-old, who 
staged a hunger strike of more than 90 days. 
Morocco’s prosecution insisted, however, that 
Raissouni had been “prosecuted for crimes that 
have nothing to do with his journalistic work”. 

Algeria and Morocco have also been tightening 
the screws on foreign correspondents, making it 
difficult for them to obtain accreditation. “This dis-
credits these countries and threatens to undermine 
their image, even some diplomatic ties,” said RSF’s 
Deloire. — AFP 

Algeria, Morocco  
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 support and political cover of the (Zionist) gov-

ernment,” it said in a statement carried by official 
Palestinian website Wafa, claiming the Zionist entity 
was “aiming for a religious war”. And the Palestinian 
Authority accused the Zionist entity of “tampering 
with the security and stability of the region” by 

enabling the “incursions” of worshippers. 
Newly sworn-in premier Bennett, who is from the 

Zionist entity’s religious right but heads a coalition 
including leftist and Islamist parties, said he had 
“instructed that the organized and safe visits by Jews 
to the Temple Mount continue, while maintaining 
order at the site”. In a second statement following the 
Waqf and PA condemnations, Bennett stressed that 
“freedom of worship on the Temple Mount will be 
fully preserved for Muslims as well”, pointing to the 
upcoming festival of Eid al-Adha. Two years ago, 
when the Jewish and Muslim holidays coincided, vio-
lence at the site left dozens of Palestinians wounded 
and led to seven arrests. — AFP 

Tensions over  
Aqsa incursions...


