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What do Mike Myers, Neil Gaiman,
Duran Duran and the Red Hot
Chili Peppers have in common?

They are all mega-fans of the cult, odd-
ball, if-you-know-you-know band Sparks,
according to a new documentary from
Edgar Wright which premiered at the
Sundance festival yesterday. To Wright
and his fellow initiated, the eccentric
California brothers that form Sparks have
forged one of the most unique and last-
ing influences on popular music today,
with a distinctive blend of poetic lyrics,
falsetto vocals and constant re-invention. 

Fresh off the success of his Oscar-
nominated “Baby Driver,” Wright called
on his famous friends to contribute to
passion project “The Sparks Brothers,”
which charts the many rises and falls of
Ron and Russell Mael over five decades.
“It was pretty easy. People who are
Sparks fans are like evangelists-they
want to tell other people how much they
love Sparks,” the “Shaun of the Dead”
director told AFP. “Sparks are one of
those bands that make people want to
make art and make music,” added
Wright. The feature-length movie charts
how a “glam rock anomaly” briefly

soared in mid-70s Britain, topped
France’s charts later that decade, and
stormed Los Angeles radio waves with
early synth pop in the 80s.

Sparks also left a sizable mark on
Germany’s club scene in the ‘90s, got
impersonated by Paul McCartney, wrote
an upcoming film starring Adam Driver
and Marion Cotillard... to name just a few

of their varied adventures. “I felt that the
only thing stopping Sparks from being as
big as they could be was like an
overview, like a documentary, about
them, so everybody can understand the
context of it,” said Wright.

‘Uncompromising’ 
As the film displays, the Mael brothers

have never truly courted mainstream
success, constantly reinventing Sparks’
sound while remaining “insular... as peo-
ple and as musicians.” “Neil Gaiman-we
would never (have guessed) in a million
years!” said Russell, for whom the
movie’s eclectic gamut of famous fans
came as a shock. “And Flea, we’d have
had no idea that someone as strong of a
character as he is-and stylistically, the
Red Hot Chili Peppers-would be into the
band...” he told AFP.

The movie recounts how the siblings
flirted with Hollywood once before-in a
1990s manga film set to be directed by
Tim Burton, before he eventually pulled
the plug. They have spent the interven-
ing decades on diverse projects includ-
ing a collaboration with Franz Ferdinand,
a 21-night London residency playing all

their albums back-to-back, and a radio
musical about Ingmar Bergman. But the
pair, who struck up a friendship with
Wright on Twitter, are ready to give the
silver screen another stab. Along with
“The Sparks Brothers,” they also penned
a musical film “Annette”-”a pretty special
and uncompromising film,” according to
Russell-for French director Leos Carax,
and starring Driver and Cotillard.

‘Icing on the cake’ 
For “The Sparks Brothers,” Wright

mixed interview footage with archive
concert clips, quirky animations and
recreations of key moments in the broth-
ers’ lives. The humorous tone will be
familiar to fans of Sparks’ music, as well
as Wright’s “Cornetto” film trilogy. The
director’s mission to broaden the band’s
fanbase will depend on the film finding a
distributor at the influential Sundance-
America’s biggest indie movie fest,
which is taking place online due to Covid
and runs until Wednesday. Meanwhile
Wright’s next fiction movie, “Last Night in
Soho” starring Anya Taylor-Joy (“The
Queen’s Gambit”), was recently delayed
again until October, in the hope audi-
ences will be able to return to theaters.
For Sparks, simply creating a standalone
film was an end in its own right.
“Obviously, as a bonus, if a lot of people
end up seeing it and having a positive
reaction, that’s just icing on the cake,
too,” said Russell.— AFP

In this file photo Canadian actor Mike Myers
arrives for the 91st Annual Academy Awards
at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood,
California. — AFP photos

In this file photo Flea, bassist of the US rock
band Red Hot Chili Peppers performs at the
main stage of Rock in Rio festival, Olympic
Park, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Apocalyptic
movies shot 
during pandemic
hit Sundance

Avirus horror and a last-day-on-
Earth comedy-both entirely
devised, shot and edited during

the pandemic-brought an apocalyptic
flavor Friday to the Sundance film festi-
val, which has moved online due to
COVID. Speaking after “virtual” world
premieres at the influential US indie
event, the films’ creators described how
they funneled their boredom and anxi-
ety into creativity by quickly finding
ways to safely film during long lock-
downs.

“I had a slightly hysterical episode
about one week into the lockdown... I
needed to calm down and part of the
calming down was to try and write,”
recalled “In The Earth” director Ben
Wheatley.  The first new production to
film in the UK after its initial March lock-
down, the horror is set in a remote
English forest where scientists are con-
ducting mysterious experiments while a
virus sweeps through the cities. “It was
a weird amount of pressure on us... all
the protocols were brand new at that
point,” said Wheatley.

While COVID-19 does not provide
the main plot of the movie, it serves as
an essential backdrop to the film’s
events. Wheatley told an online Q&A
that the introduction of social distancing
and lockdown had made even newly
finished films look like they were “from
another age.” “You’d sit there and
watch a movie and it has these massive
crowd scenes in, or all their concerns
were concerns of two years ago,” he
said. “I think that horror films especially,
but movies in general, should reflect
the moment that you’re in.”

Meanwhile, comedy “How It Ends”
imagines Los Angeles on the day an
asteroid is due to wipe out the planet.

Liza (played by co-director Zoe Lister-
Jones) sets out on foot to confront
those who have wronged her-and make
a few last-minute apologies of her own-
all en route to a wild, end-of-days party.
Conceived in the early weeks of
California’s lockdown and shot in sum-
mer, the movie also takes place almost
entirely outdoors-on the city’s perma-
nently sunny streets, gardens and pool
decks.

‘Home movie’ 
The filmmakers raced to finish and

release the film “while we are all still
struggling with some of this emotional
minefield,” said Lister-Jones, describ-
ing the process as therapeutic during
“a very bleak time.” Helen Hunt,
Bradley Whitford and Olivia Wilde are
among the famous faces who pop up
for socially-distanced conversations
with Zoe during her “existential scav-
enger hunt”-many shot outside the A-
listers’ real-life homes.

“Normally when someone comes
over with two cameras and a sound guy
and an actor, I’m like ‘I’m excited to be
in your home movie,’” joked Charlie
Day, who appears with his wife Mary
Elizabeth Ellis.  “It was super quick-I got
a call one day saying ‘hey, we’re going
to show up at your house tomorrow’... I
didn’t really know what I was getting
myself into,” added Lamorne Morris.

Friday also saw the Sundance pre-
miere of “The Pink Cloud,” in which two
strangers are forced to cohabit indefi-
nitely when a toxic cloud spreads
across the planet midway through their
one-night-stand, making the outside air
deadly. However, the eerily prescient
Brazilian sci-fi was written and shot a
year before COVID-19. Top US indie
film festival Sundance, co-founded by
Robert Redford, typically takes place
each winter in the Utah mountains,
where multi-million-dollar deals are
struck for many of the year’s most cov-
eted arthouse hits. Due to the pandem-
ic, all of this year’s 72 feature films are
making their premieres via online
streaming, with the shortened festival
running through to February 3. — AFP 

In this file photo US-Irish actress and direc-
tor Olivia Wilde arrives for the 35th Film
Independent Spirit Awards in Santa Monica,
California.

In this file photo Director Ben Wheatley
attends the premiere of A24’s ‘Free Fire’ at
ArcLight Hollywood in Hollywood, California.

The exterior of the Belcourt Theatre is seen during the 2021 Sundance Film Festival’s satel-
lite screening series in Nashville, Tennessee. — AFP photos

Organizers of the world-famous
Coachella music festival, due to
be held in April, have been

forced to cancel the event because of
coronavirus concerns, the second year
in a row it has been shut down.
Cameron Kaiser, a public health officer
for California’s Riverside County, where
the massive gathering is held, said
Friday the order to cancel was based on
concerns of “resurgence of COVID-19
both within the county of Riverside and
worldwide.”  He said the Coachella and
Stagecoach music and arts festivals,
both scheduled to take place in April,
attract “hundreds of thousands of atten-
dees from many countries, including

several disproportionately afflicted by
the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic.”

“If COVID-19 were detected at these
festivals, the scope and number of atten-
dees and the nature of the venue would
make it infeasible, if not impossible, to
track those who may be placed at risk,”
Kaiser said. Festival organizers had not
said if they would attempt to find a later
date for the 2021 festival. Coachella and
Stagecoach are usually held every year
on two weekends in April in the
California desert.  Last year, the festival
had been postponed until October
because of the pandemic when authori-
ties opted to scrap it altogether.  The
lineup was meant to include headliners
Rage Against the Machine, Travis Scott
and Frank Ocean.  According to media
reports, the  economy of the Coachella
Valley suffered a drop in revenue of up
to $700 million due to the cancellation of
last year’s festival. — AFP 

Africa’s biggest film festival,
which had been scheduled
to run in Burkina Faso’s

capital Ouagadougou from
February 27 to March 6, has been
postponed because of the coron-
avirus pandemic. The Pan-African
Festival of Cinema and Television
of Ouagadougou, known by its
acronym in French of FESPACO,
is an eagerly-awaited showcase
held every two years. Burkina’s
cabinet on Friday “took the deci-
sion to postpone the holding of
FESPACO to a later date,” govern-
ment spokesman Ousseni
Tamboura told a press confer-
ence.

Founded in 1969, FESPACO
stipulates that films chosen for
competition have to be made by
Africans and predominantly pro-
duced in Africa. Its top prize is the
coveted Golden Stallion of
Yennenga, a beast in Burkinabe
mythology. The internationally-
respected festival is closely fol-
lowed by the US and European
movie industries, which scout the
event for new films, talent and
ideas. Burkina Faso, a landlocked
country in the Sahel, has so far
recorded 10,423 Covid-19 cases,
of which 120 have been fatal, but
like other countries in Africa is
struggling with a worrying second
wave of the virus.

“Given the health situation, both
nationally and internationally, in
relation to the coronavirus pan-
demic, it will be hard to hold FES-
PACO at the scheduled time,”
Tamboura said. “It won’t be easy
for us to decide (a new date)
because this is linked to develop-
ments in the health situation,” he
added. The Cannes Film Festival
in southern France, viewed by
many as the most prestigious in
the world, has been postponed
from May 11-22 to July 6-17, its
organizers said on Wednesday.
Cannes was cancelled entirely last
year for the first time since World
War II, with just a small online
presentation from its official selec-
tion in October.— AFP

Video-on-demand service Apple TV
+ has commissioned a miniseries
based on the saga of WeWork, the

shared office  giant that almost went
bankrupt after becoming a darling of
Wall Street, with Jared Leto playing the
role of its colorful former boss Adam
Neumann. “WeCrashed: The Rise and
Fall of WeWork,” will follow “the greed-
filled rise and inevitable fall of WeWork,
one of the world’s most valuable start-
ups, and the narcissists whose chaotic
love made it all possible,” Apple TV+
said in a statement. Founded in 2010,
WeWork was built on the model of
shared office space, combining both
flexibility and user-friendliness. A start-
up with a dynamic and innovative
image, WeWork quickly won over
investors, reaching a theoretical valua-
tion of $47 billion in January 2019.

The group was preparing its entry on
the New York Stock Exchange with
great fanfare, but within weeks it suf-
fered a catastrophic downturn and had
to cancel. On the front l ines was
Neumann, managing director and co-
founder of the company, a marketing
and sales genius but also a man also
prone to excess and wild unpredictabili-
ty.  To save WeWork from bankruptcy,
its main shareholder, Japan’s Softbank,

had to inject several billion dollars and
shunted Adam Neumann aside. Oscar
winner Jared Leto, long accustomed to
colorful roles, will play Neumann along-
side Anne Hathaway, also an Oscar
winner, who plays Neumann’s wife and
WeWork co-founder Rebekah, who has
a personality as volatile as her hus-
band’s. She, too, had to leave the group
in 2019. — AFP 

In this file photo US actor/musician Jared
Leto arrives for the 2019 LACMA Art+Film
Gala at the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art in Los Angeles. — AFP 

In this file photo a woman poses in
front of a poster for the Pan-African
Film and Television Festival (FESPA-
CO) in Ouagadougou, on the eve of
the opening of the festival. — AFP 


