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News in brief

Man stabbed in fight

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti young man sustained a stab
wound during a fight with two others in a Sharq
cafe yesterday. The other two also sustained
wounds on various parts of their bodies, Al-Anbaa
Arabic daily reported. The three were taken to hos-
pital for treatment, and a case was filed at the area’s
police station for investigations.

Environmental violations

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority
detected a number of environmental violations during
a crackdown at the Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City on
Friday. The violations include dumping sewage water
into the gulf, setting up piers without licenses and
throwing garbage in non-designated areas, EPA said.

Oil exports to Japan down

TOKYO: Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan in
December fell 16.5 percent from a year earlier to
5.92 million barrels, or 191,000 barrels per day
(bpd), for the ninth consecutive monthly drop, gov-
ernment data showed Friday. As Japan’s fourth-
biggest oil provider, Kuwait supplied 7.3 percent of
the Asian nation’s total crude imports, the Japanese
Natural Resources and Energy Agency said in a
preliminary report. For the whole of 2020, Kuwait’s
crude oil exports to Japan stood at 227,000 bpd,
down 10.0 percent from the previous year, and took
up 9.2 percent of total Japanese crude imports.

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported 514 COVID-
19 positive cases from 8,336 swab tests, compared
to 658 from 11,338 tests on Friday, whereas one
coronavirus-related death was reported in the past
two days, Ministry of Health figures have shown. As
such, total cases have climbed to 164,622 while
deaths reached 959 as of yesterday. Meanwhile, the
total number of recoveries reached 157,404 as the
ministry reported 501 new recoveries yesterday and
516 on Friday. The number of people hospitalized
with the virus stood yesterday at 6,259, down from
6,247 a day before, with 52 of them in intensive care
units compared to 49 on Friday, according to min-
istry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad. The total
number of swab tests conducted in Kuwait reached
1,520,587. Dr Sanad urged the public to abide by
health precautions, mainly social distancing to help
limit the spread of the virus.

GCC cooperation
In other news, Kuwait’s Minister of Health Dr

Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah took part in an extraordi-
nary virtual meeting of the GCC Health Ministers’

Committee to study health resolutions of the 41st
summit of the GCC Supreme Council. The minister
lauded the GCC Secretariat’s efforts led by
Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf to prove the
meeting successful, the Ministry of Health said in a
press statement. Sheikh Basel expressed his full

contentment about coordination and cooperation
among health sectors of the GCC states, particular-
ly in sharing the best-practiced policies and pro-
grams. He also extolled sincere and distinguished

efforts by health workers, military, security and civil
defense personnel and volunteers to combat the
novel coronavirus.

The conferees mulled resolutions of the
Supreme Council, the Al-Ula statement and the
final communique of the recently-held Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad and Sultan Qaboos’s GCC
Summit, it noted. They also discussed the frame-
work of the GCC public health emergency, pre-
paredness and response plan. They considered
boosting mutual coordination and emergency early
warning systems, according to the statement.

Following the meeting, the ministers stressed the
importance of unifying and coordinating stances
regarding international and regional health cooper-
ation. The meeting touched upon mechanism of
implementing the Supreme Council’s resolutions, a
news conference said after the meeting. The resolu-
tions issued on health field included approving the
GCC public health plan to respond to emergencies,
the emergency early warning system and the estab-
lishment of the Gulf center for disease prevention
and control, it pointed out. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah visited a number of military units in a recent tour, in which he was accompanied by Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Khaled Saleh Al-
Sabah, Deputy Chief of Staff Lt Gen Fahad Al-Nasser and top military brass. — KUNA


