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NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations 
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi on 
Friday presented a letter to UN Security 
Council president on identifying bodies 
of 13 Kuwaiti and third country nationals 
who were detained during the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait in 1990. The 13 
bodies had been found in two burial 
sites in Iraq and were transferred to 
Kuwait for examination, according to 
the letter, registered as an official UNSC 
document. 

Kuwait is still conducting examina-
tions on several other bodies-which 
were received from Iraq-and will com-
pare the results with the DNA database 
of its prisoners of war (POWs) and miss-
ing people, Ambassador Otaibi noted in 
the letter. He reaffirmed Kuwait’s com-
mitment to returning to Iraq all bodies 
whose DNA results do not match with 
any of the POWs. Otaibi also underlined 
that keenness on following up transpar-
ent and constructive steps in this regard. 

He renewed Kuwait’s invitation to Iraq to 
get first-hand experience about its 
efforts and measures to examine the 
bodies received from Iraq in August 

2019. 
The Kuwaiti envoy thanked the Iraqi, 

US, British and French governments,  
members of all relevant committees, the 

International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 
for their efforts that contributed to iden-
tifying the fate of those missing persons 
and prisoners amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It also thanked UN Security 
Council members for support to this 
humanitarian file and keenness on fol-
lowing up the full implementation of the 
UNSC resolution 2107 to help identify 
the fate of the remaining 346 POWs and 
missing people. 

 
Training workshop 

Separately, Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign 
Minister for Human Rights Affairs and 
Minister Plenipotentiary Talal Al-Mutairi 
said cooperation between Kuwait and 
the UN Human Rights Council (OHCHR) 
reflects keenness to keep pace with 
international recommendations. Mutairi 
made this statement after the conclusion 
of the virtual training workshop entitled 
“Interaction with International Human 

Rights or members of the Permanent 
Committee for the Preparation of 
International Reports and 
Recommendations Related to Human 
Rights,” which was held recently. This 
program is intended for members of the 
permanent national committee to pre-
pare reports and follow up on interna-
tional recommendations related to 
human rights headed by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, he added. 

The training program comes as a 
result of an agreement with the OHCHR 
in Geneva to hold annual capacity build-
ing activities for the benefit of govern-
ment agencies in Kuwait, he noted. He 
pointed out that the Permanent National 
Committee to prepare reports and fol-
low up on international recommenda-
tions related to human rights and with 
full  support of Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmed Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah and Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-
Jarallah. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Interior and Chairman of the Board of the Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI) Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah visited PACI headquarters recently to oversee the process of works and services 
presented there. —  KUNA photos
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 The UAE government said the amendment to 

the citizenship law “aims at appreciating the tal-
ents and competencies present in the UAE and 
attracting more bright minds to the Emirati com-
munity”. 

Citizens make up a small minority of the popula-
tion of the UAE, which has a huge migrant labor 
force, largely from south Asia, some of whom are 
second or third generation residents. The UAE also 
has a growing community of wealthy expats attract-
ed by the low tax regime and the luxury megapro-

jects and tourist attractions of the larger emirates. 
The wealthy oil states of the Gulf have long 

guaranteed their citizens a high standard of living 
through reserved jobs and a cradle to grave wel-
fare system. To protect it, they have seldom 
allowed naturalizations. It was unclear if new pass-
port holders would benefit from the public welfare 
system. The UAE spends billions of dollars each 
year on free education, healthcare, housing loans 
and grants for its estimated 1.4 million citizens. 

Foreigners in the UAE usually have renewable 
visas valid for only a few years tied to employment. 
The government in recent has made its visa policy 
more flexible, offering longer residencies for cer-
tain types of investors, students and professionals. 
Last year, the government extended its “golden” 
visa system - which grants 10-year residency in the 
Gulf state - to certain professionals, specialized 
degree-holders and others. — Agencies 
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 for biological markers that might indicate a neg-

ative impact on fertility. Analysis done at 10-day 
intervals for 60 days in 84 men with COVID-19 was 
compared to data for 105 healthy men. In the 
COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed a significant 
increase in markers of inflammation and oxidative 
stress, a chemical imbalance that can damage DNA 
and proteins in the body. 

“These effects on sperm cells are associated with 
lower sperm quality and reduced fertility potential,” 
said Maleki in a statement. “Although these effects 
tended to improve over time, they remained signifi-
cantly and abnormally higher in the COVID-19 
patients.” The more severe the disease, the bigger 
the changes, he added. The male reproductive sys-
tem “should be considered a vulnerable route of 

COVID-19 infection and declared a high-risk organ 
by the World Health Organization,” Maleki said. 

Experts not involved in the study welcomed the 
research, but cautioned that more was needed before 
drawing hard and fast conclusions. “Men should not 
be unduly alarmed,” noted Alison Campbell, director 
of embryology of the CARE Fertility Group in Britain. 
“There is currently no definitive evidence of long-
lasting damage caused by COVID-19, to sperm or 
male reproductive potential,” she told the London-
based Science Media Centre. 

The results could have been skewed, she added, 
by the fact that men recovering from COVID were 
treated with corticosteroids and antiviral therapies, 
while the control group was not. Allan Pacey, a spe-
cialist in male reproductive medicine at the 
University of Sheffield, raised a “strong note of cau-
tion” on how the data was interpreted. 

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm quali-
ty could be due to factors besides COVID-19, he 
said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 group 
were overweight. The simple fact that only one 
group was very sick - no matter the cause - also 
needed to be taken into account, he added. — AFP 
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share my experience with others, especially young 

people.” Like the other jailbird influencers, he insists 
his aim is not to glorify his criminal record. Slaoui 
says he was encouraged to go on YouTube by a 
group of rapper friends, including the musician 
Gnawi who was sentenced to a year in jail for insult-
ing a policeman live on Instagram. 

Another former prisoner, Ilyas Korrari, who is also 
a hit on YouTube, said opening up to his thousands 
of subscribers is “like therapy”, and a form of cathar-
sis for his past. “Before people would avoid me, look 
at me funny, or worse, they were afraid of me,” he 
said. “I had so much hatred and vengeance in me 
because society is ruthless with people who make 
mistakes, but the camera has cured me,” said Korrari, 
also a former drug dealer, sporting a tight T-shirt, 
slicked-back hair and a neatly trimmed beard. 

Korrari, who has spent 17 of his 38 years in jail, 
said he decided to “radically change” his life on his 
last release in 2018. He has since posted videos of his 
time behind bars, and his YouTube channel today has 
more than 240,000 subscribers and has attracted 
over 21 million views. Last year, he set up a small 
audiovisual production company in Kenitra, north of 
the capital Rabat, although he insists the earnings 
from his success have been “modest”. 

The jail-themed channels have built a minor cult 
following. “I was first interested in these ex-convicts 
because they have created a buzz, their videos get 
millions of views, it’s very compelling!” said one fan, a 
Casablanca man in his 30s. “They tell their stories 
and denounce injustices in the prison environment. 
The one thing that disturbs me is this heroic posture, 
or even the trivialisation of crime, that some of them 
adopt.” 

Moustadraf said he started up his channel in 2019 
to “change the way people look” at ex-cons. “Just 
because we’ve been in prison doesn’t mean we have 

no faith or law.” He said he “turned the page on ille-
gality” in 2016, and that his appearances since have 
scored 13 million views. 

Moustadraf often speaks of overcrowding in pris-
ons and corrupt guards and raises the alarm on rights 
violations and “suspicious” deaths in custody. To sur-
vive, he said, waving his heavily inked arms, “you 
have to climb up the ranks, be patient, endure torture 
and injustice”. A prison authority spokeswoman con-
tacted by AFP warned against “those YouTube chan-
nels... (and) the lies they tell”. She stressed that all 
complaints from prisoners’ families are examined 
“with great attention”. 

But former inmates’ accounts tally with official 
reports of overcrowding and frequent ill-treatment in 
Moroccan jails. With a nationwide prison population 
of more than 86,000 in 2019, occupancy exceeds 
250 percent of official capacity in some detention 
centers, says the non-governmental watchdog 
Observatory of Prisons. 

Mohamed Bentazout, a murder convict released 
in 2020 after 20 years in jail, said “the accounts of 
former detainees fill the void left by official media”. 
The 57-year-old former boxer still insists he is 
innocent and working to have his case reviewed, 
using YouTube clips to reach a “large audience in 
Morocco and around the world”. To denounce the 
“glaring injustice” he says he suffered, he now lives 
in a tiny cell he has built on the terrace of his family 
home. — AFP 
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Moroccan YouTuber and former prisoner Mohamed 
Moustadraf is a former drug trafficker who accumu-
lated a total of 23 years behind bars. — AFP 


