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News in brief

Kuwait allows emergency use  
of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine

EU also authorizes jab amid row with pharmaceutical giant 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti health ministry has author-
ized the emergency use of Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine to protect people from the novel coron-
avirus. The authorization was issued after a detailed 
review of all relevant scientific data and reports and 
after conducting a comprehensive evaluation of the 
vaccine’s safety, efficacy and quality, assistant 
undersecretary for drug and food control Dr 
Abdullah Al-Bader said in a press statement on 
Friday. 

He added that a ministry technical committee 
also reviewed the results of the vaccine’s clinical tri-
als, particularly those related to the effectiveness 
and safety aspects of the vaccine. Bader empha-
sized that the ministry will closely monitor the vac-
cine’s safety after using it and will take all necessary 
measures to ensure safety of people. The official 
also revealed that Kuwait will receive the first batch 
of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine within days to 
help accelerate its vaccination campaign.  

The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, manufactured 
by the Serum Institute of India under a license from 
AstraZeneca, was approved for emergency use by 
the European Medicines Agency and Britain’s 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency, Bader noted. He added the Serum Institute 

of India is a vaccine manufacturer accredited by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC).  

European Commission chief Ursula von der 
Leyen announced Friday that the AstraZeneca-
Oxford University coronavirus vaccine has been 
authorized for the EU market, hours after the bloc’s 
drug regulator recommended its approval. It is the 
third vaccine approved for use in the 27-nation EU, 
after rival shots produced by Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna.  

“I expect the company to deliver the 400 million 
doses as agreed,” von der Leyen tweeted, as a row 
intensified between Brussels and AstraZeneca. “We 
will keep on doing all we can to secure vaccines for 
Europeans, our neighbors & partners worldwide.” 
The British-Swedish company has admitted it will 
only be able to deliver a fraction of the doses prom-
ised to the EU in the short-term due to production 
problems. 

That has come as a huge blow to Europe’s 
already struggling rollout effort, while setting the 
EU on a collision course with former member 
Britain as they jostle for AstraZeneca’s limited sup-
plies. The approval of AstraZeneca’s vaccine also 
comes in the middle of a controversy over the jab 

within the EU itself.  
Germany’s vaccine commission said Thursday 

that the vaccine should not be used on over-65s 
due to insufficient evidence that it works. Even after 
the European Medicines Agency (EMA) recom-
mended the AstraZeneca’s shot be approved for all 
ages on Friday, the German panel maintained its 
stance. — Agencies 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 

KUWAIT: State Minister for Housing Affairs and 
State Minister for Services Affairs Abdullah Marafi 
issued a ministerial decision to charge an airport 
service fee of KD 3 on departure and KD 2 on 
arrival, which will be added to the airline ticket 
price of each passenger. The decision will be effec-
tive June 1, 2021.  

According to Directorate General for Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) Spokesman Saad Al-Otaibi, the 
charges are based on an earlier decision. “These 
fees were approved a long time ago and are basi-
cally a reduction of the old KD 8 charges (KD 4 on 
departure and KD 4 on arrival). In fact, KD 5 is one 
of the lowest airport fees in the world. The decision 
will be effective from June 1 and applies on all pas-
sengers,” Otaibi told Kuwait Times yesterday. 

Departure/arrival 
fees of KD 3/KD 2 
from June 1

This illustration photo shows COVID-19 vaccine vials 
and syringes with the logo of the University of Oxford 
and its partner, pharmaceutical company 
AstraZeneca. —  AFP 

Iran hangs ethnic Baluch  
 
TEHRAN: Iran hanged a man for murder, 
abduction and “terrorist” links yesterday, the 
judiciary’s website said, despite international 
calls for the execution of the ethnic Baluch to be 
halted. Javid Dehghan Khalad was put to death 
early in the morning in the restive southeastern 
province of Sistan-Baluchistan, Mizan Online 
reported. It comes a day after the United 
Nations had appealed to Iran not to go ahead 
with the execution of the 31-year-old. — AFP 

Corpse hidden for 10 years 
 
TOKYO: A Japanese woman who said she hid 
her mother’s corpse in a freezer in her apartment 
for a decade told police she feared eviction if the 
death was discovered. Police said Yumi Yoshino, 
48, was held “on suspicion of abandoning and 
hiding a female body” found Wednesday in a 
freezer in a Tokyo apartment. Yoshino said after 
finding her mother dead 10 years ago, she hid the 
body because she “didn’t want to move out” of 
the home they shared. — AFP 

Fake Stallone passport used as ad 
 
SOFIA: A Bulgarian criminal gang used a fake 
passport in the name of the Hollywood actor 
Sylvester Stallone to advertise its counterfeiting 
services to potential clients, prosecutors said 
Friday. Four gang members were charged for 
counterfeiting-related crimes with two other men 
charged on other offences, prosecutors said in a 
statement. The passport in Stallone’s name was 
found during a search of one of the gang-mem-
bers’ homes in the central city of Plovdiv. — AFP 

DUBAI: People gather in front of the Jumeirah Beach Residence on Jan 20, 2021. — AFP 

DUBAI: The UAE announced yesterday it is open-
ing a path to citizenship for select foreigners, in a 
rare move for the Gulf where the status and its 
welfare benefits are jealously guarded. Dubai ruler 
and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Prime Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashed Al-Maktoum said 
“investors, specialized talents and professionals 
including scientists, doctors, engineers, artists, 
authors and their families” would be eligible for 
naturalization under the new amendment. 

“The UAE cabinet, local amiri courts and exec-
utive councils will nominate those eligible for the 
citizenship under clear criteria set for each cate-
gory,” Sheikh Mohammed said. “The law allows 
receivers of the UAE passport to keep their exist-
ing citizenship.” 
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PARIS: COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. The viral disease - 
which has swept the globe, claiming nearly 2.2 mil-
lion lives - can cause increased sperm cell death, 
inflammation and so-called oxidative stress, 
researchers reported Friday in the journal 
Reproduction. “These findings provide the first 
direct experimental evidence that the male repro-
ductive system could be targeted and damaged by 
COVID-19,” the authors concluded. 

Experts commenting on the research, however, 
said the capacity of the virus to compromise fertili-
ty in men remains unproven. COVID-19 causes res-
piratory illness, especially in older people and those 
with underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases since 
the disease emerged in central China at the end of 
2019. Transmitted through respiratory droplets, the 
disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, intestines and 
heart.  It can also infect male reproductive organs, 

impairing sperm cell development and disrupting 
reproductive hormones, earlier studies have shown. 
The same receptors the virus uses to access lung 
tissue are also found in the testicles. But the effects 
of the virus on the ability of men to reproduce 
remained unclear. 

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar Tartibian 
from Justus-Liebig-University in Germany searched 
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MADRID: Healthcare workers attend to a patient at 
the COVID-19 Intermediate Care Unit (IMCU) of the 
Enfermera Isabel Zendal new emergency hospital on 
Jan 27, 2021. — AFP 

RABAT: Moroccan former prisoners have moved out 
of their jail cells into the social media spotlight by 
sharing their thug life experiences on YouTube, mak-
ing them minor celebrities. “You had to be a real ace 
to sell drugs in prison like I did,” boasts Mohamed 
Moustadraf, 48, one of a host of ex-cons turned 
online storytellers. A former drug trafficker with tat-
tooed arms, a ponytail, a tracksuit and a big gold 
watch, he has served a total of 23 years behind bars. 

He is one of around 20 ex-con YouTubers now 
active in the North African country, many of them 
notching up millions of views. They regale their audi-
ences with tales of vicious rivalries between inmates 
and vendettas against wardens or let off steam about 
mistreatment and overcrowding, in chastening warn-
ings against the perils of a life of crime. 

“In prison and outside, I was earning a lot of mon-
ey,” said Moustadraf, a father of three who also goes 
by the name of Slaoui. “But I lacked one thing: My 
freedom. Today, I try to take advantage of it and  
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