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LOS ANGELES: Basketball fans gathered across
Los Angeles on Tuesday to remember Kobe Bryant,
one year to the day after the former NBA superstar
perished in a helicopter crash with daughter Gianna
and seven others. Fans laid flowers and Los Angeles
Lakers memorabilia at a makeshift memorial outside
the Staples Center, the arena where Bryant became
a city icon during a two-decade playing career.

Bryant, 41, his daughter and fellow passengers
died on January 26 last year when the helicopter
they were travelling in slammed into a hillside in
Calabasas in foggy conditions. In a post on
Instagram, Bryant’s widow Vanessa published a let-
ter she had received from one of her daughter’s best
friends which read in part: “You have probably
heard this, but if I ever become a mom, I hope my
daughter turns out exactly as yours did.”

Vanessa Bryant added in the post: “I miss my
baby girl and Kob-Kob so much, too. I will never
understand why/how this tragedy could’ve hap-
pened to such beautiful, kind and amazing human
beings. It still doesn’t seem real.” Bryant’s former
Lakers team-mate Pau Gasol was among those who
tweeted their messages of remembrance.

‘I miss you hermano’
“I miss you, hermano... not a day goes by that you

are not present in what I do,” the Spanish interna-
tional wrote. “Your spirit, your drive, your ambition,
your love... continues to shine in my life and in many
others. ... I hope you and Gigi are smiling down see-
ing how strong, sweet and amazing your girls are.”

Lakers legend Earvin “Magic” Johnson simply

posted a picture of himself in Lakers uniform along-
side Bryant. “Kobe will always be my Lakers broth-
er for life,” Johnson wrote. The Lakers meanwhile
posted a black and white photograph of Bryant
planting an affectionate kiss on his daughter’s head,
with a caption: “Family is forever.”

Other Los Angeles sporting franchises also paid
tribute. The Los Angeles Dodgers baseball team
posted a photo of the pitching mound at Dodger
Stadium emblazoned with Bryant’s “24” jersey num-
ber in Lakers colors.

The Los Angeles Galaxy Major League Soccer
team also posted a pitcher of Bryant and his daugh-
ter, with a caption reflecting their nicknames:
“Mamba & Mambacita forever. Bryant won five
championships with the Lakers during his career
before finally retiring in 2016.

Street-art memorials
Since his death, dozens of large-scale murals

have appeared on walls throughout Los Angeles. An
emotional 2020 season for the Lakers culminated
with LeBron James leading the team to their first
NBA championship in 10 years last October. The
team did not play on Tuesday, and not planning a
formal tribute to Bryant when they play in
Philadelphia. Lakers star James said last weekend
he was still struggling to come to terms with his
close friend’s death.

“Man, it’s a saying that says, ‘Time heals all,’”
James said. “And as devastating and as tragic as it
was and still is to all of us involved with it, only
time (will help). And it takes time. Everyone has

their own grieving process. Everyone understands
that everyone individually is different. Everyone is
going to grieve differently. All you can do as a
friend or a loved one or anyone in our brotherhood
or our familyhood that we have here in the Lakers

organization is to put an arm around someone
when they need it.” The National Transportation
Safety Board meanwhile is due to announce the
results of its investigation into the deadly crash on
February 9.  —AFP

Former teammates, legends, LA sports teams pay tribute

Los Angeles, fans remember Kobe
Bryant one year after deadly crash

LOS ANGELES: People gather in front of a mural of former Los Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant and his
daughter Gianna, both with a set of wings, by artist sloe_motions displayed on a wall in downtown Los
Angeles, California on Tuesday as people mark the one-year death anniversary of Kobe Bryant. —AFP

Hawks halt
Clippers’
win streak
LOS ANGELES: The short-handed Los
Angeles Clippers couldn’t overcome the
loss of stars Kawhi Leonard and Paul
George on Tuesday as they surrendered
a first half lead and were beaten by
Atlanta, snapping their seven-game NBA
win streak.

Atlanta all-star Trae Young scored 38
points in his return as the Hawks rallied to
defeat the Clippers 108-99 at the State
Farm Arena. Hawks top scorer Young,
who sat out one game with a back prob-
lem, shot 12-of-23 from the field and
scored 26 points of his 38 in the first half.
He finished a perfect 11 of 11 from the
free-throw line. George and Leonard
were ruled out of the contest but the club
did not release any details other than to
say they were sidelined due to COVID-19
“health and safety protocols”.

“It’s just how this year is going to go,”
said Los Angeles center Ivica Zubac of
the Clippers who had not been affected
by the coronavirus so far this season.
“We were lucky to have everyone so far.
It’s going to be this type of season for
everyone.” The club is leaving open the
prospect that the players could join their
teammates later on in their six-game
road trip which will also take them to

Miami, Orlando, New York and
Cleveland. Despite the ongoing global
pandemic that has killed 425,000
Americans — including over 13,000 in
Georgia — organizers for the first time
allowed 1,180 spectators into the State
Farm facility to watch the game live.

The Clippers, who entered Monday
tied with the reigning league champion
Los Angeles Lakers for top spot in the
Western Conference, were also missing
guard Patrick Beverley with a right knee
injury. Also returning for Atlanta was Clint
Capela, who missed the last game with
right hand soreness.  Capela had 13 points
and 19 rebounds, his third consecutive
game with at least 19 rebounds for the
Hawks, who have won four of their last
five. “We just upped our intensity and
played a little bit harder,” Young said.

Atlanta also got 22 points from
De’Andre Hunter, 13 points from Kevin
Huerter, while John Collins delivered 11
points and 11 rebounds. The Clippers
were led by Reggie Jackson with 20
points, seven rebounds and eight assists
and Serge Ibaka scored 15 points. Zubac
and Luke Kennard both scored 13. The
Clippers led 48-43 at the half thanks to
an Ibaka hook shot late in the third quar-
ter. But the Hawks roared back in the
second half as Hunter scored off a
Solomon Hill steal with just under eight
minutes to go to make it 86-79 for Los
Angeles and they held on from there.

Elsewhere, John Wall scored a team-
high 24 points in his first matchup with
his former team as the host Houston

Rockets earned a 107-88 victory over
the Washington Wizards. “I haven’t
played in two years so this is fun,” Wall
said. “To be somewhere where you’re

wanted, that’s the most important thing. I
never want to be anywhere where I’m
not wanted and I feel like this organiza-
tion wanted me here.” —AFP

‘No reason I
won’t be back’,
says Rodgers
LOS ANGELES: Green Bay Packers
quarterback Aaron Rodgers played
down suggestions he was ready to
leave Lambeau Field on Tuesday, say-
ing in an interview he could see no
reason why he wouldn’t return to the
club next season.

In an interview with Sirius XFM
radio’s “Pat McAfee Show”, Rodgers
clarified comments he had made in
the wake of Sunday’s NFC
Championship defeat to the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers. Rodgers had trig-
gered speculation following Sunday’s
31-26 loss after stating that his future
was “uncertain.”

However on Tuesday, the 37-year-
old said his comments had been mis-

construed. “I don’t feel like I said any-
thing that I hadn’t said before,”
Rodgers said. “It was just more of a
realization, I think, that ultimately my
future is not in my control, which just
kind of hit me in the moment.
Obviously, after the season that I had,
and potentially winning MVP and we
obviously made another good run, I
don’t think that there’s any reason
why I wouldn’t be back.”

Rodgers’ comments on Sunday fol-
lowed a bitterly disappointing defeat,
which effectively ended when Packers
head coach Matt LaFleur controver-
sially opted to kick a late field goal
rather than allow Rodgers to go for a
potentially game-tying touchdown on
fourth down. “A lot of guys’ futures,
they’re uncertain - myself included,”
Rodgers said Sunday.

Asked what the next step of his
career would be, Rodgers added: “I
don’t know. I really don’t. There’s a lot
of unknowns going into this offseason
now. And I’m just going to have to

take some time away for sure and
clear my head and kind of see what’s

going on with everything...there’s
always change.” —AFP

News in brief

Barca elects president March 7

BARCELONA: Barcelona on Tuesday
announced March 7 as the intended date for
the football club’s delayed presidential elec-
tion and will, for the first time, allow postal
voting. The vote was originally scheduled for
January 24 but postponed in the face of
increased COVID-19 restrictions in Spain.
The regional government in Catalonia has
since modified the law governing votes at
sports clubs to allow a postal ballot. The club
said that members over the age of 65 would
also be able to vote from home. The three
candidates to succeed Josep Maria Bartomeu
are Victor Font, Toni Freixa and former club
president Joan Laporta.  —AFP

Olympics depend on vaccine: Gates

TOKYO: Billionaire philanthropist Bill Gates
said the Tokyo Olympics are “still possible”
this year depending on the roll-out of coron-
avirus vaccinations, Japan’s Kyodo News
reported yesterday. Gates, whose foundation
has donated $1.75 billion towards efforts to
fight COVID-19, told Kyodo that the next few
months would be crucial for the postponed
2020 Games. “In the next few months, we have
to look at the progress we make,” Gates said,
referr ing to vaccine distr ibution. The
International Olympic Committee said this
week it was determined to hold a “safe and
secure” Tokyo Games, and urged participants
to be vaccinated. —AFP

Arsenal sign Odegaard on loan

LONDON: Arsenal completed the signing of
Real Madrid midfielder Martin Odegaard on
loan until the end of the season to boost
their push for a return to the Champions
League. “Martin is of course a player that we
all know very well and although still young,
he has been playing at the top level for a
while,” said Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta. At
just 22, the Norwegian has already had a
nomadic career since signing for Madrid as a
16-year-old. After loan spells at Vitesse and
Herenveen in the Netherlands, i t  was on
another loan spell at Sociedad last season
that Odegaard began to show the talent that
made Europe’s top clubs scramble for him as
a teenager.  —AFP

GREEN BAY: Aaron Rodgers #12 of the Green Bay Packers leaves the field
following the NFC Divisional Playoff game against the Los Angeles Rams at
Lambeau Field on January 16, 2021 in Green Bay, Wisconsin. —AFP

COVID sends big 
advertisers to 
sidelines for Super Bowl
WASHINGTON: This year’s Super Bowl will be
missing some familiar big names from its advertising
roster, with several major brands choosing to remain
on the sidelines of America’s football championship
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

The biggest US sporting event has traditionally
hosted some of the splashiest and most memorable
television ads, but some companies known for their
marketing prowess will be absent, or will scale back
their presence.

Budweiser, the InBev Anheuser-Busch beer

brand known for its showy Clydesdale horses and
emotional television spots, will forego its in-game
Super Bowl ad for the first time in 37 years and use
the funds to promote COVID-19 vaccine awareness.

“This commitment is an investment in a future
where we can all get back together safely over a
beer,” the beermaker said in a statement. Chief mar-
keting officer Marcel Marcondes added: “A key
learning from 2020 is that we must prioritize
humanity and purpose.”

The brewer won’t be completely absent. It will
run ads for Bud Light and Michelob nationally while
Stella Artois and Cutwater Spirits will both adver-
tise regionally. Coca-Cola, also known for its cre-
ative ads, is also sitting the game out.

“This difficult choice was made to ensure we are
investing in the right resources during these

unprecedented times,” the soft drink maker said.
“We’ll be toasting to our fellow brands with an ice-
cold Coke from the sidelines.”

Automakers Audi and Hyundai, Super Bowl regu-
lars in recent years, are also sitting out the game,
although they did not specifically cite the pandemic
as a reason. The South Korean auto giant said its
decision was “based on marketing priorities,” as
well as the timing of its vehicle launches while
promising “we will certainly be back.” Audi said it
was skipping the Super Bowl but will look to future
events “to share the next chapter of our story.”

Duel for the ages?
Super Bowl LV will be feature legendary quar-

terback Tom Brady of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
and rising star Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City

Chiefs, a duel likely to draw an audience of at least
100 million viewers. The game will have a slate of
advertisers willing to pay some $5 million for a 30-
second spot. New brands this year include
DoorDash, the fast-growing food delivery app
which made its stock market debut last year and
could see a surge in demand for game day.

DoorDash said its ad will feature the popular
characters from Sesame Street such as Big Bird and
Cookie Monster. The ad “tells the story of how we
deliver all the best in your neighborhood in an
authentic and engaging way and supports Sesame
Workshop”, said Christopher Payne, chief opera-
tions officer at DoorDash. “This marks the first time
we’ve shifted our brand image from a food delivery
logistics company to a multi-category marketplace
in a meaningful way.” —AFP

ATLANTA: Trae Young #11 of the Atlanta Hawks attempts a shot as he
draws a foul from Terance Mann #14 of the LA Clippers during the second
half at State Farm Arena on Tuesday in Atlanta, Georgia. —AFP


