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News in brief
Dr Reddy’s ends Kuwait study  
 
BANGALORE: Indian drugmaker Dr Reddy’s 
Laboratories said yesterday it had terminated 
its clinical study of Fujifilm Holdings’ COVID-19 
treatment Avigan in patients with moderate to 
severe symptoms in Kuwait. Data from the 
Kuwait trial, conducted in partnership with 
UAE-based medical alliance Global Response 
Aid, showed that the difference in time taken by 
Avigan and placebo to resolve a sustained 
absence of oxygen in the tissues was not signifi-
cant enough to continue the trial. — Reuters

Police smash cybercrime service 
 
THE HAGUE: International police have dis-
rupted the “world’s most dangerous” cyber-
crime service used to break into computer sys-
tems. The illicit service called EMOTET was 
operated as a so-called botnet, software that 
infects a network of computers and allows them 
to be remotely controlled. What made EMOTET 
especially dangerous was the fact that it was 
offered for hire to other “top level” criminals, 
who then used this “door opener” to install oth-
er types of malware. — AFP 

100m COVID cases worldwide 
 
WASHINGTON: More than 100 million 
COVID-19 cases have now been recorded 
worldwide, according to an AFP tally on 
Tuesday. The US, which passed 25 million con-
firmed cases last weekend, remains the country 
with the largest outbreak - and the largest death 
toll of over 420,000. — AFP 

Economy, combating corruption  
main priorities for Cabinet: PM 

Premier discusses press freedoms, govt formation, education with editors-in-chief
By Abdullah Boftain  
Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah met editors-in-chief of local newspapers yester-
day, including Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief Abdullah 
Boftain. The premier said “combating corruption will be a priority 
for the Cabinet” as instructed by HH the Amir upon Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled’s appointment.  

Sheikh Sabah acknowledged the country had been facing an 
economic dilemma even before the outbreak of the coronavirus 
pandemic, and if this problem is not resolved, Kuwait’s financial 
status will be affected. He noted Kuwait is in a strong financial 
position, but the economy needs restructuring and reform, and 
failure to do so could impact Kuwait’s longer term economic 
health. He however insisted that any measures or reforms will not 
“touch” the pockets of Kuwaiti citizens. 

The finance ministry announced on Tuesday the budget for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year, projecting KD 10.9 billion in revenues and 
KD 23 billion in expenditure, for a deficit of KD 12.1 billion with 
oil prices budgeted at $45 per barrel. “We started the reform in 
the Kuwaiti house. And we will continue in order to do what’s 
needed to achieve more economic reform,” the premier told the 
media leadership.  

Sheikh Sabah said he intends to hold meetings with parlia-
mentary blocs and civil society groups to explore their opin-
ions on the formation of the new Cabinet. No timeline was pro-
vided for when a new Cabinet might be appointed, but it’s likely 

to take some time. 
The prime minister also invited the media leadership in Kuwait 

to offer their views on Kuwait’s press laws and any amendments 
or other changes that need to be made to further enhance and 
develop Kuwait’s freedom of speech, noting that this would be 
another agenda item for his Cabinet moving forward.  

The prime minister also called out Kuwait’s troubled education 
sector. Schools - both public and private - have been closed to 
on-campus learning since March 2020 and it is unclear when they 
may reopen. “There is a failure in Kuwait’s educational system 
and we need to work urgently to solve this problem,” Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled said.  

Regarding the transition to Phase 5 of Kuwait’s reopening, 
the prime minister said that this needs to happen to boost the 
economy and support troubled SMEs, but it cannot take place 
until a greater percentage of citizens and residents in Kuwait 
are vaccinated. The premier did not offer a specific target num-
ber of vaccinations or timeline, but said since the start of the 
vaccination campaign, some 35,000 Kuwaitis and expats have 
been vaccinated. 

Sheikh Sabah said the government last year referred 282 
cases of trafficking in persons and visa trading to the public 
prosecution, in addition to around 122 corruption cases. The 
premier said time is needed to rectify the imbalance in the 
demographic structure in the country because expats form 70 
percent of the population against 30 percent citizens. He said a 
number of laws and bylaws will be implemented that will impact 
the population structure. 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
meets Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief Abdullah Boftain yesterday. — KUNA 

COVID spread not seen in schools 
 
WASHINGTON: Schools that practice social 
distancing, mask-wearing and other precau-
tions have not seen rapid spread of coron-
avirus, but indoor sports activities should be 
avoided, researchers said Tuesday. The 
researchers from the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) reviewed stud-
ies of school settings in the US and other coun-
tries. — AFP 

A US Air Force B-52 Stratofortress flies with Royal Saudi Arabian Air Force F-
15SAs during a bomber taskforce mission over the US Central Command area of 
responsibility yesterday. — AFP 

RIYADH: Delegates attend a debate during the fourth edition of the Future 
Investment Initiative conference at the Ritz-Carlton hotel yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Workers set up a roadblock at the main entrance of the Red Fort yes-
terday, a day after farmers went on the rampage in the capital. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: A US B-52 bomber 
flew over the Middle East yesterday in 
a show of force by President Joe 
Biden’s new administration as it girds 
for a challenging relationship with 
Iran, the Pentagon said. The nuclear-
capable B-52H Stratofortresss flew 
the round-trip mission from Barksdale 

Air Force Base in Louisiana, accom-
panied at different times by US fighter 
jets and refueling tankers, and, at one 
point, by Royal Saudi Arabian Air 
Force F-15 fighters. 

It was the third such mission this 
year, the first two carried out by the 
previous administration of Donald 
Trump to maintain a threat presence 
against Iran. While Biden, who 
became president on Jan 20, has sig-
naled a readiness to thaw relations 
with Tehran, the new mission showed 
that US strategic policy has not 
changed. 
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B-52 overflies  
Mideast; Iran  
slams ‘psywar’

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia opened a 
two-day Davos-style investment 
forum yesterday, with dozens of glob-
al policy makers and business tycoons 
lined up to speak at the largely virtual 
event amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
Only 200 of around 8,000 registered 
delegates are attending the fourth 
edition of the Future Investment 
Initiative (FII) in-person at Riyadh’s 
Ritz-Carlton hotel, organizers said. 

Previous summits drew thousands of 
Wall Street titans and global policy-
makers. 

Around 100 speakers are set to 
participate virtually from FII hubs in 
New York, Paris, Beijing and Mumbai 
and 50 are physically attending the 
conference, which seeks to showcase 
the insular kingdom as a dynamic 
investment destination. The partici-
pants include Goldman Sachs chief 
executive David Solomon, Stephen 
Schwarzman, head of private equity 
firm Blackstone, American asset man-
agement company Blackrock’s chief 
executive Larry Fink and former 
Olympic sprinter Usain Bolt, organiz-
ers said. 
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Saudi Arabia  
hosts ‘Davos  
in Desert’ 

NEW DELHI: Indian police imposed 
heavy security and closed several 
main roads around New Delhi yester-
day, a day after farmers went on the 
rampage in the capital, leaving one 
person dead and several hundred 
injured. The violence marked a dra-
matic escalation in a standoff between 
the government and thousands of 

farmers who have been camped on 
the outskirts of Delhi since late 
November demanding that new agri-
cultural reforms be scrapped. 

On Tuesday - during the annual 
Republic Day parade - convoys of 
farmers on tractors smashed through 
barricades to converge on the city 
center, seeing off police baton 
charges and volleys of tear gas. One 
farmer was killed in what police said 
was an accident when his tractor 
overturned after hitting a barricade.  

Delhi Police Commissioner SN 
Shrivastava said in a press conference 
late yesterday that 394 policemen had 
been injured.  
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Heavy security 
in Delhi after  
farmer riots


