
LONDON: The coronavirus pandemic could cost
Europe’s 20 highest-earning football clubs over two
billion euros ($2.4 billion, £1.4 billion), according to
forecasts from financial experts Deloitte. Deloitte’s
latest Football Money League report shows that
revenues of the top 20 clubs analyzed fell by 1.1 bil-
lion euros in the 2019/20 season due to closed sta-
diums and television rebates.

Some of that revenue will be recouped in the
accounts for the 2020/21 season. The financial year
at most clubs ends on June 30, meaning some prize
money and broadcast income for domestic leagues
and European competitions that completed beyond
that date is not included in last season’s figures. 

However, the ongoing effects of the virus will
make an even bigger dent on club finances in
2020/21 with stadia largely shut to supporters
across the continent for the entire season so far and

little sign of restrictions being eased. Even as the
games have gone on behind closed doors, broad-
casters have been compensated for a disruption to
the original schedule and the lack of atmosphere
produced by empty stadiums. Rebates for Europe’s
‘top five’ leagues in England, Spain, Germany,
France and Italy, and UEFA’s Champions League
and Europa League competitions already total
almost 1.2 billion euros.

“We usually release our money league and talk
about the growth in revenue but of course football
is not immune to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said
Tim Bridge of Deloitte’s Sports Business Group.
“The revenue that’s been missed out on is driven by
the lack of fans in the stadium, the lack of interac-
tion on a matchday — fans spending in the club
shop and buying food and drink — and there is an
element that relates to revenue that broadcasters

have either clawed back or deferred to next year.”
Spanish giants Barcelona maintained their posi-

tion at the top of the revenue table despite their
income falling 15 percent to 715 million euros.
However, the Catalans are still mired in an economic
crisis due to spiraling debts of 1.2 billion euros
according to accounts released by the club on
Monday. Real Madrid remain second, just 200,000
euros behind Barca’s revenue.

Bayern Munich leapfrogged Manchester United
into third due to the latter missing out on
Champions League football last season. In fourth,
United are still the highest-ranking English club

among seven Premier League sides — also featur-
ing Liverpool, Manchester City, Chelsea, Tottenham
Hotspur, Arsenal and Everton — in the top 20.

Zenit Saint-Petersburg are the only club outside
the top five leagues among the list. The impact of
the pandemic has seen some of the biggest clubs
push through competition reform to guarantee
bigger revenues. Speculation has mounted over a
breakaway European Super League, but last week
FIFA and UEFA warned any players that took part
in such a competition would risk being banned
from major international tournaments such as the
World Cup. — AFP
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billion euro coronavirus hit 

Tuchel set to
accept massive
Chelsea challenge
LONDON: Thomas Tuchel is set to be the next
high-profile coach to become Chelsea manager
several years after he first spoke with them
about the job. The 47-year-old German will be
the 15th change of manager since Russian oli-
garch Roman Abramovich bought the club in
2003 and replaces Frank Lampard.

Tuchel follows some noteworthy predeces-
sors in Jose Mourinho and Carlo Ancelotti, who
have also fallen foul of Abramovich in the past
— the former fired a season after delivering the
domestic double.  Lampard discovered how
sentiment is not part of Abramovich’s DNA as
he dispensed with the club’s record goalscorer
after just 18 months in charge.

The enigmatic Russian did break with tradi-
tion in commenting on the sacking which rather
sugar-coated the brutality of the firing. “This was
a very difficult decision for the club, not least
because I have an excellent personal relationship
with Frank and I have the utmost respect for
him,” said Abramovich. “He is a man of great
integrity and has the highest of work ethics.”

Whilst Lampard expressed his disappoint-
ment Tuchel’s task will be to get the best out of
the £200 million ($300 million) of talent that
was brought in in the close season. Tuchel is
well versed in the school of hard knocks of
being a manager having been sent packing at
the end of December months after guiding Paris
Saint Germain to the Champions League final.

His falling out with PSG sporting director
Leonardo played a large part in that and his
habit of fractious relations with his employers
does not bode well. Primordial will be maintain-
ing good relations with the all-powerful director
Marina Zanovskaia if he too is not to suffer the
same fate as his predecessors.

“Tuchel will be exposed to exactly the same
rules as Frank,” said Lampard’s former England
team-mate Gary Neville. “We’ll be talking about
him being let go in the next 18 months to two
years, I’m pretty sure of that.”

‘Brutality of modern football’
Tuchel’s ambition has always been to manage

a Premier League club like fellow German and
also a former Borussia Dortmund coach Jurgen
Klopp. He did hold talks with Chelsea over
replacing Antonio Conte after he left Dortmund
in 2017 but whilst he impressed Zanovskaia he
ended up at PSG.

Lampard had declared himself to be a fighter
last Friday but his words fell on deaf ears in the
boardroom as they fired him the day after a FA
Cup win over Championship side Luton. “I am
disappointed not to have had the time this sea-
son to take the club forward and bring it to the
next level,” said Lampard.

However, despite a fourth placed finish last
season with a largely young side other statis-
tics point to why Abramovich decided to cut
him loose. Lampard’s Premier League points-
per-game average of 1.67 is the lowest for any
Chelsea manager since Abramovich arrived at
Stamford Bridge in 2003. Tuchel will be hard-
pressed to have any impact prior to the
Premier League game with Wolves on
Wednesday but he will at least have a firsthand
view of his players. —AFP

ELCHE: Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder Riqui Puig (center) celebrates his goal with teammates during the Spanish league
football match between Elche CF and FC Barcelona at the Martinez Valero stadium in Elche on January 24, 2021. — AFP

Barcelona remains at top of revenue table despite falling income 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait
Tennis Federation Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah met
Kuwait’s national team players in the
presence of Rafa Nadal Academy
Kuwait General Manager Martijn
Belgraver and Head Coach Nuno
Marques at the Kuwait Tennis
Federation’s premises at Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
International Tennis Complex.

The meeting was also attended by
KTF Secretary General Faleh Al-
Otaibi, Treasurer Ali Saleem Al-
Daihani and a number of players,
along with national team coaches
Mohammad Al-Ghareeb, Abdullah
Maqdis and Mohammad Siddiq.
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber welcomed the
players who came to the tennis com-
plex for the first time, and expressed

his pleasure towards the resumption
of training and return of sports in
general. 

He thanked the tripartite committee
of the Public Authority for Sport,
health ministry and the Olympic com-
mittee for approving the resumption
of training for juniors and youth, while
all precautionary measures are being
observed to prevent the coronavirus
from spreading. Sheikh Ahmad also
reviewed the federation’s schedule for
the next period, and said although the
Kuwait Open was postponed, KTF
plans to hold three championships in
February for players of all ages,
under-18 and under-16.

Sheikh Ahmad asked all players to
exert their best efforts and benefit
from the academy’s coaches. He said
the federation plans to organize sev-
eral international events such as
futures and challengers when health

conditions improve, and asked players
to prepare well to represent Kuwait
as best as they can.

Meanwhile, Belgraver said the
academy is ready to train national
team players and presented the train-
ing programs the academy will hold
for players in order to elevate their
levels in all aspects -physical, techni-

cal and mental. Marques said the
technical teams worked hard to train
national team players during the past
period, adding he is happy to start
training youth and juniors. The coach
said it is important to determine the
players’ levels as a first step - pro-
grams and training plans will then be
determined.

1 (1): Barcelona (ESP), 715.1 million euros
2 (2): Real Madrid (ESP), 714.9 million euros
3 (4): Bayern Munich (GER), 634.1 million euros
4 (3): Manchester United (ENG), 580.4 million euros
5 (7): Liverpool (ENG), 558.6 million euros
6 (6): Manchester City (ENG), 549.2 million euros
7 (5): Paris Saint-Germain (FRA), 540.6 million euros
8 (9): Chelsea (ENG), 469.7 million euros
9 (8): Tottenham Hotspur (ENG), 445.7 million euros
10 (10): Juventus (ITA), 397.9 million euros

11 (11): Arsenal (ENG), 388 million euros
12 (12): Borussia Dortmund (GER), 365.7 million euros
13 (13): Atletico Madrid (ESP), 331.8 million euros
14 (14): Inter Milan (ITA), 291.5 million euros
15 (N/A): Zenit Saint-Petersburg (RUS), 236.5 million euros
16 (15): Schalke 04 (GER), 222.8 million euros 
17 (19): Everton (ENG), 212 million euros
18 (17): Lyon (FRA), 180.7 million euros
19 (20): Napoli (ITA), 176.3 million euros
20 (N/A): Eintracht Frankfurt (GER), 174 million euros

Deloitte Football Money League table 
(last year’s position in brackets):

Kuwait Tennis Federation
hails training resumption

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait Tennis Federation Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah (center) speaks during a meeting with Kuwait’s national team players.

Salmiya, Qadsiya
win in Kuwait
Premier League
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The first round of the Kuwait Premier
League was a mixed bag. Some teams appeared in
good shape and had prepared well or maintained the
level they had during the preliminary stage, while
others seemed to be mired in confusion, not knowing
what to do.

The match between Kuwait and Arabi ended in a
1-1 draw. The match started with Kuwait attempting
to attack deep in an attempt to breech Arabi’s
defense, but nothing materialized until the 40th
minute when Faisal Zayed scored. Arabi had a good
start, with their new player Udai Al-Dabbagh having
an opportunity in the 20th minute, but he squan-
dered it. Arabi’s defense is not as it should be and the
manager was not sure which formation is the best.
The second half saw a more active Arabi team that
had more possession of the ball, but nothing much
happened until the 85th minute when 18-year-old
Salman Al-Awadhi scored to equalize.

The match between Salmiya and Kazma saw

Salmiya dominate the match most of the time and
ended winning 2-1. The first half saw intense attacks
by Salmiya, until Mubarak Al-Funaini converted a
pass in the 15th minute. The referee had to consult
VAR to confirm a penalty for Salmiya in the 37th
minute. In the second half, Kazma played with 10
men after Hamid Marios was red-carded. Kazma’s
Talal Tareq was able to score in the 66th minute.

Nasr defeated Shabab 1-0, with Ahmad Al-Reyahi
scoring for his team in the 70th minute. The match
was exciting as both teams seemed hungry for the
three points. The referee disallowed a second goal
for Reyahi in the 90th minute and the match ended in
favor of Nasr.

Sahel started the stc Premier League by defeat-
ing Khaitan 3-1 after being down 0-1. Khaitan
scored its sole goal in the 21st minute from the
penalty spot, but it did not take long for Sahel to
equalize in the 25th minute, also from the penalty
spot. Sahel went ahead in the 28th minute when
Ahmad Abdelghafour scored an own goal, while
Sahel scored a third in the 85th minute.

Qadsiya defeated Fahaheel 4-1 in a fast-paced
match as Seif Al-Hashan scored an early goal in the
2nd minute. This gave Qadsiya more confidence as
Lucas scored a second goal following Fahaheel’s
Hussein Dashti’s mistake. Fahaheel meanwhile tried
their best to score but failed, with Hashan scoring his
team’s third goal after receiving a pass from Udai Al-
Saifi, who scored the fourth goal in the 93rd minute.

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Burnley v Aston Villa 21:00
beIN Sports HD 3
Chelsea v Wolverhampton Wanderers       21:00
beIN Sports HD 1
Brighton & Hove Albion v Fulham 22:30
beIN Sports HD 4
Everton v Leicester City 23:15
beIN Sports HD 3
Manchester United v Sheffield United       23:15
beIN Sports HD 1

ITALIAN CUP
Atalanta v SS Lazio 19:45
beIN Sports
Juventus FC v spal 22:45
beIN Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE
Lorient v FCO Dijon 23:00
beIN Sports HD 10

Late show sees Spurs
past Wycombe, into
FA Cup fifth round
HIGH WYCOMBE: Tottenham left it late to see off
Championship strugglers Wycombe 4-1 with three
goals in the final four minutes to reach the FA Cup
fifth round on Monday. Jose Mourinho took the
chance to leave Harry Kane, Son Heung-min and
Tanguy Ndombele on the bench with Spurs facing a
brutal schedule across four competitions in the
coming months.

But all three were needed in the second-half to
get past a Wycombe side that have won just three
times in 23 games in the second-tier Championship

this season. “The attitude was very good. The play-
ers I brought from the bench come with the inten-
tion of bringing something to the team, so overall I
think it was a good squad performance and a good
result,” Mourinho told BT Sport.

Gareth Bale was given a rare start in his second
spell at Spurs by Mourinho, but the on-loan Real
Madrid winger missed three big chances early on to
give the visitors the lead. Instead, Tottenham were
forced to come from behind when Fred Onyedinma
swept home at the far post on 25 minutes.

Japhet Tanganga and Moussa Sissoko struck
the crossbar as chances continued to come and go
for Mourinho’s men until Bale made amends for
his earlier misses by equalizing in first-half stop-
page time. Tottenham host Liverpool in the
Premier League on Thursday, but Mourinho held
nothing in reserve as he tries to end the club’s 13-
year wait for a trophy by sending on Kane, Son

and Ndombele after the break.
An extra 30 minutes were the last thing Spurs

needed and they finally made the breakthrough
when Harry Winks curled home from the edge of
the area after Kane had been denied by Ryan
Allsop. Ndombele has been a player transformed
in recent weeks after a difficult first season in
England fol lowing his move from Lyon for
Tottenham’s club record fee.

The Frenchman tapped home Son’s pass to make
it 3-1 and then showed stunning footwork to bam-
boozle the Wycombe defence and fire in at the near
post in stoppage time. “He’s very creative. He’s one
of these players that can break the balance.” added
Mourinho on Ndombele starting to deliver on his
60 million euros ($73 million, £53 million) price tag.
“On top of that, if he can score a goal for us that’s
even better.” Spurs will face Everton away in the
last 16 next month. — AFP


