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By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The Indian embassy in Kuwait yesterday cele-
brated India’s 72nd Republic Day, one of the most signifi-
cant days on India’s national calendar. The celebrations
were held in consonance with the COVID-19 health and
safety guidelines. 

The official program was held from 9:00 am at the
embassy premises. Indian Ambassador Sibi George paid
floral tributes to Mahatma Gandhi which was followed by
unfurling of the national tricolor flag and singing of the
Indian national anthem. On the occasion, the ambassador
read out President of India’s message to the nation.

In his address on the occasion, the ambassador extend-
ed greetings to all Indians in Kuwait. “Let’s join our 1.3 bil-
lion brothers and sisters in India, millions of Indian diaspora
abroad and billions of our friends across the world to cele-
brate this occasion,” he said. 

He thanked HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for hosting the large Indian com-
munity in Kuwait. He also thanked the government of
Kuwait and Kuwaiti friends of India for their efforts and
support in strengthening India-Kuwait relations. 

“We in the embassy are fully conscious of the fact that
some of our brothers and sisters continue to face an
unprecedentedly difficult situation today due to the pan-

demic. I thank the many community members and various
associations who individually and in coordination with
Indian Community Support Group (ICSG) took several
steps to help our brothers and sisters in need during the
most difficult days of the pandemic,” he said. 

He saluted the doctors, nurses and medical professionals
who made many sacrifices in Kuwait and all across the
world to save lives. “I commend our students, schools,
teachers and parents in facing the challenges with determi-
nation and adapting to the way education is now being dig-
itally administered. I also thank our media friends who
helped us to reach out to Indian community in Kuwait and

also to our Kuwaiti friends,” he added. He invited the com-
munity in Kuwait to join hands with the embassy to cele-
brate the 60th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic
relations between India and Kuwait and also the 75th
anniversary of Indian Independence. The whole event was
live-streamed on mission’s social media handles. In the run-
up to the Republic Day celebrations, the embassy had
organized weekly online quiz competition for school stu-
dents and general public.

Indian embassy celebrates Republic Day

Kuwait Food Bank
launches campaign
for 1,301 families
KUWAIT: Kuwait Food and Relief Bank
launched a project, in collaboration with
General Secretariat of Awqaf, to provide
food and supplies to about 1,301 deprived
families, part of its role in alleviating suf-
fering of all segments of society that need
support during COVID-19 pandemic. In a
press statement yesterday, Deputy
Chairman of the Kuwait Food Bank Mishaal
Al-Ansari said that the project reflects the
strategic cooperation between the General
Secretariat of Endowments and Kuwait
Food Bank in order to help needy families
countrywide, as this is a continuation of its
charitable pioneering role. 

The project aims to provide food and
basic food supplies through coupons to
buy and distribute them to the target
groups, also to establish the principle of
social solidarity, along with cohesion
among the nation’s people while carrying a
sincere message of aiding poor families,
Al-Ansari added. The General Secretariat
of Endowments and Kuwait Food Bank
supports al l  charitable and voluntary
activities, as well as efforts undertaken by
the Bank to serve society, he underscored,
saying success of these activities, cam-
paigns and charitable projects benefit all
parts of the country. —KUNA

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Vehicles pass by a bridge under construction in Kuwait yesterday. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Following its recent
entry into esports and gaming,
and the completion of the FIFA
21 in  December 2020, Zain
Group, a leading telecom inno-
vator in seven markets across
the Middle East and Africa,
announces i ts  next  esports
tournament “Champions
Squad”, a Tencent approved
PUBGM community event.

One of  the wor ld ’s  most
popular games, PUBG Mobile
is an officially authorized com-
bat and survival mobile game
entertaining millions of gamers
from all age groups. A social
media  campaign has  been
launched invi t ing PUBG
Mobi le  gaming teams from
across the MENA region to
register on zainesports.com
and qual i fy  for  the group
stages. The qualifying rounds
will be held 26 and 27 January
that  wi l l  determine the 24
qualified teams that will go on
to play the 8 invited teams in
the semi-finals and finals that
will be held and livestreamed
on Zain  esports  YouTube
channel on 29 and 30 January
as well as 5 and 6 February
(7pm KSA).

Zain esports has signed up
popular PUBG Mobile gaming
influencers (Bayati and Rico)
to promote and play in  the
competition as well as be the
special guests on Zain esports
Twitch channel Monday night
show that was broadcasted on
25th January and will also be
held on 1st and 8th February
(8pm KSA).     

Commenting on the upcom-
ing Zain esports competition,
Malek Hammoud, Zain Group
Chief Investment and Digital
Transformation Officer said,
“PUBG Mobile is a phenome-
nal partnership fit for Zain as it
is one of the fastest growing
and most  popular  gaming
events across the region. We
are keen on filling the void of
what the regional gaming com-
munity wants and are excited

by the many upcoming com-
munity esports tournaments
we plan to hold in 2021.”

Hammoud continued, “This
gaming manifestation of Zain’s
digi ta l  l i festyle  strategy is
geared towards empowering
society and driving socio-eco-
nomic development by creat-
ing multiple opportunities for
young people right across the
Middle East. Regional amateur
and professional gamers will
also have the opportunity to
win various prizes in a fair and
competitive environment.”

Zain esports plans to iden-
tify and foster local talent in
numerous ways, including by
creat ing  a  compet i t ion  to
select casters, analysts and
commentators  for  Arab ic
commentary, as well as creat-
ing a conducive environment
for esports content creators
a iming  to  create  popu lar
influencers. 

Zain Group aims to ensure
that all its esports tournaments
must be held in accordance with

UNICEF’s guidelines to ensure
Child Online Safety and prevent
cyberbullying, hence creating a
safe space for all interactions
between the players.

Moreover, Zain esports will
support and use local social
media influencers to promote
leagues among local gamers.
Zain esports also plans to create
an incubator creating opportu-
nities for aspiring coders and
producers to contribute techni-
cally to the Zain esports initia-
tive on an ongoing basis.

Zain esports  wi l l  hold a
year-long calendar of large
and exciting regional online
esports  tournaments com-
prised of  mult ip le  F lagship
events as well as smaller, regu-
lar community tournaments
with attractive prizes. To regis-
ter for the PUBGM community
tournament, please visit zaine-
sports .com. Stay tuned for
more on Zain esports online
channels :  Twitch, YouTube,
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter
and LinkedIn.

Zain esports to hold PUBG Mobile
community tournament


