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News in brief
Premier meets editors-in-chief

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is set to host
editors-in-chief of local newspapers in an open meet-
ing at Seif Palace today. His Highness the Prime
Minister last met with editors-in-chief on June 3,
2020, when he highlighted challenges facing Kuwait
at the time, including the demographic imbalance and
the need to achieve economic reform.

No fake certificates

KUWAIT: The Public Authority of the Disabled
(PADA) denied rumors on social media about almost
2,000 fake disability certificates issued by it. In a
statement yesterday, PADA called upon the public to
always seek news from its official sources. PADA also
warned it will take legal action against the publishers
of these rumors and those who are spreading them, as
such rumors create doubts about the work of PADA
and other institutions that work for the disabled.

300 permits canceled a day

KUWAIT: Official figures indicate an acceleration in
the departure of expats from Kuwait, as an average of
300 work permits are being cancelled daily for vari-
ous reasons, which means 12 expats are exiting the
Kuwait workforce per hour, Al-Rai Arabic daily
reported yesterday. Statistics on the electronic serv-
ices conducted through the manpower authority’s
systems from Jan 12-24 revealed the cancellation of
3,627 work permits in 13 days, 1,859 permits can-
celled permanently, 230 due to the death of the work-
er and 1,538 due to the expiry of the residency permit
abroad, while 39,913 permits were renewed of expat
workers during the same period.

Partial bridge collapse 

KUWAIT: A truck loaded with construction supplies
rammed into foundations of a bridge on Kuwait’s sev-
enth ring road yesterday causing partial collapse of
the causeway. The accident caused no casualties, the
Public Authority for Roads and Transportation said in
a statement. The authority indicated that it would
bring persons responsible for the accident into
account for damaging public properties.

Kuwait lists 505 new COVID-19
cases as infections on the rise

KUWAIT: Kuwait listed 505 new coronavirus
infections and three virus-related deaths yesterday,
to raise the total to 162,282 and 957 respectively,
the health ministry said. The number of new cases
have increased for the second straight day after the
ministry announced 384 and 492 cases on Sunday
and Monday respectively, while yesterday’s three
deaths is a slight increase from two deaths
announced Monday and no deaths the day before.

Meanwhile, the ministry reported 537 recoveries
yesterday, raising the total to 155,303. In compari-
son, Kuwait had announced 513 and 507 new
recoveries on Sunday and Monday respectively. The
number of people hospitalized with the virus stood
yesterday at 6,022 with 49 of them in intensive care
units, according to ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah
Al-Sanad, who revealed that 8,426 swab tests were
conducted over the same period, bringing the total
to 1,479,530. Dr Sanad went on to urge the public
to abide by health precautions, mainly social dis-
tancing, to help limit the spread of the virus.

Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah had briefed the Cabinet during its
weekly meeting Monday about the latest develop-
ments concerning the novel coronavirus that has
been spreading rapidly at the global level, as the

number of infections neared 100 million, with
fatalities exceeding two million. The minister
addressed his fellow executives about the local
health status, namely counts of the casualties and
the ministry’s measures intended to contain the
pandemic, as well as vaccination of the public
with Pfizer-BioNTech as planned. The government

called anew on both citizens and expatriates to
remain vigilant, and take all necessary precautions
against the virus.

No cases
In this regard, Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported

yesterday that no COVID-19 cases were detected
among people who have already received their vac-
cines so far in Kuwait. In the meantime, the same
paper reported quoting informed security sources
that the process of inoculating 4,000 prisoners
against the coronavirus will start soon. They said
there is coordination at the highest level between
reform establishments and the health ministry to
account for the prisoners’ numbers, prepare lists of
their names and send them to the health ministry,
which will decide the date of the inoculation.

Sources said the lists included the elderly and
those with chronic diseases, who will be inoculated
first, followed by the rest of the prisoners.
Inoculation will take place at the prison hospital
with supervision from health ministry specialists in
coordination with prison doctors. Prisoners will not
be allowed to leave the prison to be inoculated to
avoid any security problems.

In other news, Director of air cargo at the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation Abdullah Al-
Rajihi said that 32 flights arrived to Kuwait and 33
departing the country on Sunday, the first day of
operation under a new condition that limits the
number of arrivals to 1,000 a day, excluding domes-
tic helpers. Rajihi told Al-Anbaa Arabic daily that

the number of arrivals on Sunday was 1,365, while
3,635 passengers departed to various destinations.
Rajihi said the DGCA’s decision is based on instruc-
tions of health authorities to reduce the number of
passengers arriving in Kuwait, adding that it contin-
ues until Feb 6. 

Health Ministry announces three deaths, 537 recoveries in 24 hours 
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Kuwaiti falconers
win at int’l tourney 
in Qatar
DOHA: Two Kuwaiti falconers won top places at
the 12th Qatar International Falconry and Hunting
Festival (Marmi), which began on Jan 3 and will
continue until Jan 30, 2021. Fawaz Al-Noon and
Ahmad Aba Al-Qloub placed amongst the top three

in the falconry competition, qualifying to the mas-
ters’ category of the tournament. Noon, who came
first and third in two categories, said that he was
proud of the achievement. He affirmed that it was
important to continue the tradition to falconry in
the region, saying that such competition would
highlight the importance of maintaining heritage
and culture. Noon’s compatriot Aba Al-Qloub came
in second in his respective competition. Ten falcon-
ers qualified to the final rounds of the competition
conc luding next  Saturday. The 12th  Qatar
International Falconry and Hunting Festival saw the
participation of 40 falconers. — KUNA

Kuwait oil prices
to reach around
$60 pb in 2nd
half: Expert
KUWAIT: An oil expert yesterday antici-
pated Kuwait oil prices to increase to $60
per barrel (pb) in second half of this year
as the world is projected to witness stabil-
ity following coronavirus pandemic with
provision of vaccines thus return of normal
life. Mohammad Al-Shatti, addressing a
virtual seminar about horizons of global
economy and crude oil prices for 2021
organized by Kuwait’s Oil Ministry, said
return of normal aviation operations would
also help improve prices. He said prices
between $70-80 pb were “relatively desir-
able” for the Arabian Gulf countries and
achieve some balances in their budgets.

Improvement of oil prices, added Shatti,
would primarily benefit the budgets of
Arab Gulf countries which largely depend
on oil as a major source of income. He
therefore cal led for diversif ication of
income and execution of  immediate
reforms because oil prices were affected
by global political and health conditions.
Shatti  anticipated global economy to
recover by over four percent in the second
half of 2021, triggered by availability of

COVID-19 vaccines. Recovery of econo-
my, he added, would encourage return of
oil and gas investment coupled with opti-
mism driven by a new US Administration.
Init ia l  est imates show that global  oi l
stocks dropped by two million barrels per
day (bpd) in December 2020, however it
remained 11 percent higher than 2019, he
said. “That is why the decision by OPEC+
and the Saudi initiative for further (pro-
duction) cuts were key in creating positive
atmospheres in oil markets,” he said.

The future of oil markets will depend
on reaching an effective COVID-19 cure
by mid-2021, recovery of economy by
over four percent, an increase of industri-
al and economic operations, commitment
of OPEC+ in markets’ stability and con-
tinuous drop of oil stocks, he said, which
would transform the surplus into a deficit
thus pushing prices to $60 pb. Shatti
added wide-spread use of COVID-19
vaccine would encourage recovery of
aviat ion sector  thus  push pr ices  to
around $70 pb. However, he warned that
spread of coronavirus and fai lure by
OPEC+ to abide by commitment would
cause a constraint on oil prices to go
down to $45 pb. Sheikha Tamadher
Khaled Al-Sabah, Director of Kuwait Oil
Ministry’s Public Relations Department,
commended by saying that Saudi Arabia’s
decis ion to  cut  one mi l l ion bpd in
February and March as a “good gesture”
to restore prices. She said provision of
vaccines and the US stimulus packages
would also improve prices. — KUNA

Kuwaiti falconer Fawaz Al-Noon.


