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Amir, Crown Prince receive 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His 

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
also received His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser  Al-Mohammad at  Bayan 
Palace. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable of condolences to 
the Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud over the passing of Princess 

Tarfa bint Saud bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. 
His Highness the Amir extended his 
deepest sympathies over the loss, 
wishing the family solace in this time 
of grief. His Highness the Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to 
the Saudi King. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Amir condoles with Saudi King on demise of Princess Tarfa 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Editor-in-chief meets 
Information Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Information 
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi received 
Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-
Rahman Al-Alyan at the Ministry of 

Information’s building yesterday. The 
two sides discussed issues of mutual 
interest and ways to improve cooper-
ation between Kuwait Times and the 
Ministry of Information. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
received Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs Abbas Araghchi, at the Foreign 
Ministry yesterday. The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iran Majdi 
Al-Dhefeeri, Assistant foreign minister for 
Deputy Foreign Minister’s office Ayham Al-
Omar, Assistant Foreign Minister for the 
Minister’s office Saleh Al-Loughani and 
Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for the 
Minister’s office Ahmad Al-Shuraim. — KUNA

Foreign Minister 
meets Iranian 
Deputy FM

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Abbas Araghchi. — KUNA

AMMAN: Secretary General 
of the Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Nayef Al-Hajraf 
stressed yesterday the impor-
tance of the strategic relation-
ship that links GCC system 
with Jordan and the sincere 
desire to push cooperation 
efforts for benefit of both sides. 
In a statement at the conclu-
sion of a one-day visit to 
Jordan, Hajraf said that Jordan 

is very important to the GCC 
system, as this visit is to con-
firm this strategic relationship. 
Regarding his visit to the 
Kingdom, Hajraf said that the 
visit follows the GCC Summit 
which took place on January 5, 
2021 in Al-Ula, Saudi Arabia, 
and its declaration which 
speaks in one of its articles 
about cooperation between 
GCC countries and Jordan, and 

the council’s keenness on the 
security and stability of Jordan 
and supporting development 
efforts in it, for the benefit of 
both sides. 

On the meetings he had with 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II bin 
Al-Hussein, Prime Minister Dr 
Bicher Al-Khasawneh and the 
talks held with Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Ayman Safadi, Hajraf said the 
meetings showed the impor-
tance of the strategic relations 
between GCC and Jordan and 
the existence of a sincere desire 
to push this relationship for-
ward. The meeting of senior 
officials in the Council and 
Jordan that was held yesterday 

had completed with number of 
steps aimed at activating the 
common themes between the 
two parties, he said, as it also 
focused on some priority issues, 
especially after COVID-19 pan-
demic, such as health and food 
security, agricultural, economic, 
and transport. Hajraf visited 
Jordan yesterday and met with 
Jordan’s King, Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, a day 
after the joint committee meet-
ings of senior officials between 
the GCC countries and Jordan, 
which discussed the implemen-
tation of joint action plans with-
in the framework of the strate-
gic partnership between the 
two parties. — KUNA
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At the 400-year-old Red Fort, farmers put up their 

own emblem on the flagpole where India’s tricolor nor-
mally flies on national days. They were chased out by 
security forces. Hundreds fought police outside the 
Delhi police headquarters. All over the city, security 
forces fired tear gas and staged baton charges. But the 
farmers also laid into police with branches and metal 
bars and hijacked buses that had been used to block 
their convoys. 

As night fell, authorities cut Internet and phone 
links in the areas on the edge of Delhi where the farm-
ers have set up their camps. The US embassy released 
a “security alert” warning American nationals to avoid 
trouble zones. Two months of protests against agricul-
tural laws that deregulated produce markets have 
turned into the biggest challenge faced by Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist government since it came to power 
six years ago. 

The government had opposed the rally saying it 
would be a “national embarrassment” on Republic 
Day. Police allowed the demonstration if farmers wait-
ed until after the military parade and kept to a route 
away from central Delhi. But the security was 
breached while Modi and other dignitaries watched 
tanks and troops pass along the Rajpath boulevard 
while newly acquired Rafale fighter jets flew overhead. 

Modi waved to crowds and was driven back to his 
residence barely 30 minutes before the fleets of trac-
tors took over the center.   

Tens of thousands of farmers have camped on the 
outskirts of the capital since November, protesting 
against the new laws which the government says will 
boost rural incomes. Union leaders say the legislation 
will give Indian conglomerates control of the agricul-
ture industry -the bedrock of the economy - and end 
guaranteed prices for most farm produce.  

“We are going to show the government that we 
mean business,” said protester Nareesh Singh as he 
revved up his tractor and drove into a cloud of tear 
gas. Farmers’ leaders say they have enough supplies to 
keep their protest camps going for a year. The leaders 
said the police had provoked the farmers into violence. 

In a statement, police replied that they had to act 
after the farmers broke the conditions for the rally and 
took “the path of violence and destruction”. “When 
you attack a peaceful protest, then difficulties for the 
government will surely increase,” union leader 
Kawalpreet Singh Pannu told AFP. “This won’t stop 
here. Our movement and message have only become 
stronger.” He said a new protest would be held on Feb 
1 outside parliament when the government announces 
its budget. 

On one main road, people on rooftops threw petals 
on the tractor convoys. Elsewhere people cheered and 
applauded as farmers went past waving Indian flags 
and blowing horns. The Republic Day ceremonies went 
ahead despite security concerns. The parade was cut 
back this year because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
with the number of spectators reduced from 125,000 
to 25,000. — AFP 

Delhi clashes  
overshadow...
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Yesterday’s study was observational and so 

could not establish a causal link between air pollu-

tion and AMD. 
But experts said it provided further evidence for 

the health risks of poor air quality. “The association 
of macular degeneration with smoking is well rec-
ognized, but this new finding of an environmental 
link related to atmospheric pollution will add further 
to the climate change debate,” said Robert 
MacLaren, professor of ophthalmology at the 
University of Oxford. — AFP 

Pollution linked  
to irreversible... 
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Other countries in the Middle East, including Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and Oman, are also relying heavily 
on the Pfizer vaccine, developed by the US company in 
partnership with Germany’s BioNTech. Iraq, Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, on the other hand, 
hedged their bets by ordering from both Pfizer and 
Sinopharm, with the Chinese vaccine now deemed “com-
pletely safe” by the UAE. 

For Yahia Zoubir, a specialist in relations between China 
and the Arab world, vaccine choice rests on considerations 
such as price and cold storage requirements - -70 degrees 
Celsius for Pfizer, but two to eight degrees Celsius for 
Sinopharm. But politics are never far away, says the profes-
sor at Kedge Business School in France. Since the start of 
the pandemic, the administration of former US president 
Donald Trump “closed in on itself, while China has 
deployed health diplomacy”, he told AFP. “The Chinese 

have been much more active and much more cooperative.” 
Beijing has exported millions of masks and gowns to the 

Middle East and North Africa and elsewhere, as well as 
providing respirators and holding online seminars with 
medical authorities in various countries. “Today, with the 
new silk road, there is also a health silk road,” Zoubir said, 
referring to China’s globe-spanning infrastructure push - 
the Belt and Road Initiative. “Health is becoming a part of 
China’s foreign policy, allowing it to expand its circle of 
friends” in a region that accounts for half of Beijing’s oil 
imports.  According to Jonathan Fulton, a specialist in 
Chinese-Middle East relations at Zayed University in the 
UAE, “there is a lot of pressure on (US) allies and partners 
not to cooperate with China”. Despite this, he added, as the 
US floundered in its own response to the pandemic, a 
“transition took place from China as a victim” to China as a 
supportive and “credible actor”. With its Belt and Road 
project, Beijing is “looking to build a forward-looking 
Middle East presence” but not necessarily to replace the 
US, he said.  

Sinopharm jabs also feature in the vaccine orders of oth-
er US allies in the region, like Egypt and Morocco. Analysts 
say collaboration could be aimed at ensuring Chinese vac-
cine production and distribution centers for the region and 
Africa are established in their territories.  — AFP 

Pfizer or Sinopharm?  
‘Vaccine diplomacy’...
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Tensions have risen, and dozens of protesters 

clashed with security forces in the city late Monday, 
although it was not immediately clear if the unrest was 
spontaneous or organized. Tripoli was already one of 
the country’s poorest cities before the pandemic, and 
before a crippling economic crisis hit Lebanon in 2019. 

Mohamed Al-Beiruti, an anti-poverty activist in the 
city, said most of those ignoring the curfew were day 
laborers living from hand to mouth, earning barely $2 a 
day. “If they don’t work that day, they don’t eat,” he said. 
“Living conditions in Tripoli are bringing popular anger 
to a boil. What happened last night is just a prelude.” 

Half of Lebanon’s population is now poor, and almost 
a quarter live in extreme poverty, the United Nations 
says. Around half of the workforce lives off daily wages, 
the labor ministry estimates. This month, the charity 
Save the Children warned that “survival has become a 
daily mission for millions of children and their families”. 

In Lebanon’s far north, 43-year-old carpenter Ismail 
Asaad described the situation as “catastrophic, espe-
cially for those who are self-employed or day laborers”. 
The father of seven children aged from three to 19 said 
he had stayed at home in the region of Akkar since the 
pandemic restrictions started. “Before the lockdown, 
we’d manage an odd job here or there, but now we can’t 
work at all. What are those who don’t get a monthly pay 
cheque supposed to do?” 

Similar complaints echo across the country. In the 
Broumana area in the mountains above Beirut, George, 
an electrician, said he had received no calls for work in 
two weeks. “Every day, I think of how on earth I will be 
able to pay my bills,” he said. — AFP 

Lebanese fear  
poverty more...


