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Kuwait relations, consular services at the embassy, certifica-
tion issue of Indian engineers in Kuwait and the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the embassy’s community outreach
programs, among other issues. Excerpts from the interview: 

KT: Ambassador, could you share with us your vision
of India-Kuwait bilateral relations in the medium to longer
term and how do you see the relationship shaping up in
the future?

George: India-Kuwait bilateral relations have been built
on a very sound, solid and deep-rooted foundation of excep-
tionally close and strong friendship ties between the peoples
of our two countries. Over a period, this relationship has
transformed into a vibrant and dynamic partnership. My
vision for the future of this relationship is a new age, New
India-New Kuwait partnership which connects the visions of
our two friendly countries and transforms them into reality
for mutual development and progress. As ambassador, I will
strive to work on these opportunities to benefit from our
comparative strengths and forge mutually beneficially part-
nerships across all domains of our multifaceted cooperation.

KT: What changes have you made since taking over as
India’s Ambassador to Kuwait in August 2020?

George: An embassy of India anywhere in the world is
expected to be a ‘home away from home’ for the Indian dias-
pora. In order to realize this objective, every embassy is
expected to take a few basic steps - first and foremost is to
ensure that it has the most effective and user-friendly con-
sular services. Everything else flows from that. As an ambas-
sador, it is my responsibility to ensure that the visit of every
Indian to the embassy here in Kuwait for any form of service
is a pleasant experience and not a nightmare. 

My objective has been to make the service of the
embassy user-friendly. In order to make it a pleasant experi-
ence, it is important to get regular feedback from the com-
munity on consular services and welfare services. Officers of
the embassy regularly visit the consular service areas and
also our outsourcing centers. We have introduced multilin-
gual feedback forms. These regular feedbacks from the com-
munity at multiple levels helped the embassy to understand
specific issues. Addressing many of these issues is a work in
progress. Let me reiterate that the doors of the embassy are
always open for the community. 

Impact of the pandemic
KT: The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the embassy’s

several community-oriented programs, particularly the open
house program, although the embassy continued open house
meetings virtually. How do you evaluate this experience?

George: The community faced multiple challenges during
the initial months of the COVID-19 pandemic. I would like to
place on record my heartfelt thanks to the many volunteers,
associations and members of the Indian Community Support
Group (ICSG) who worked closely with the embassy in a
humanitarian mission with full commitment and dedication to
ensure that no Indian will go hungry here.

COVID-19 brought in so many challenges to the embassy,
as it has done to most public offices in Kuwait and across the
world. We needed to follow all precautions, guidelines and
protocols related to COVID-19. In adherence to these guide-
lines, we converted the physical open house into a digital
open house. Today, we have a very active community welfare
section at the embassy. I am happy to note that we are get-
ting full support from all concerned authorities both in
Kuwait and India. 

KT: Indian engineers in Kuwait have faced issues related
to their certification. How are you addressing this problem?

George: The engineers’ certification issue is one of the
main issues that I have faced during my last few months here.
As part of the process to address this issue, we undertook a
large-scale registration and verification exercise and have
created a complete database through a multipronged
approach. 

We have been engaging the concerned authorities in
Kuwait at multiple levels. At the same time, we are trying to
address the root cause of the issue in close coordination with

the concerned authorities in India. We have established a
regular weekly dialogue mechanism with the Kuwaiti Society
of Engineers (KSE). 

An embassy team meets the leadership of KSE and dis-
cusses individual cases that are brought to the attention of
the embassy. We are finding solutions to several individual
cases. This again is a work in progress. I am optimistic that
we will be able to find a lasting solution to the certification
issue soon. 

Partial amnesty
KT: The Kuwait government has announced a partial

amnesty allowing undocumented expats to leave the country
or regularize their status. How has been the general response
from Indians in Kuwait?

George: The embassy welcomes every step that the
Kuwaiti authorities take for undocumented expats to leave
the country or regularize their status. I am happy that each of
the Kuwaiti leaders and citizens that I met during the last few
months spoke very highly of the hardworking, peace-loving
and law-abiding qualities of our community. The ongoing
regularization drive was a welcome step. I thank the leader-
ship of the government of Kuwait for this gesture. The
embassy worked very closely with the community and the
Kuwaiti authorities to help undocumented laborers avail the
facilities offered. We issued travel documents to every Indian
who approached us. 

We erected a special tent and opened special counters at
the embassy to facilitate the speedy issuance of travel docu-
ments. We would like to have every Indian in Kuwait to be
working legally here. Our endeavor is for everyone to correct
their legal status. This again is a work in progress. We have
also extended assistance from the ICWF (Indian Community
Welfare Fund) for the benefit of the community. We have
provided over seven hundred air tickets in the last few
months. 

KT: The Indian embassy in Kuwait plans to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Kuwait and India. Can you briefly outline these plans?

George: The years 2021-2022 mark the 60th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
India and Kuwait. Over the last 60 years, our relationship
with Kuwait has grown into a vibrant, mutually beneficial
partnership. 

Our relationship with Kuwait is a partnership not only
between governments and officials; it is a partnership involv-
ing multiple stakeholders-universities, schools, students,
business establishments, small and medium enterprises,
industry and commercial chambers, industry groups, science
and technology establishments, academicians, scholars,
artists, movie lovers, drama lovers, innovation and research
organizations, hospitality firms, museums, libraries and above
all our vibrant people-to-people contacts. 

We will involve each of these stakeholders in our 60th
anniversary celebrations. We will coordinate these celebra-
tions also through our four outreach platforms of ICN (Indian
Cultural Network), IPN (Indian Professionals Network), IBN
(Indian Business Network) and ISN (Indian Sports Network). 

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: On the occasion of the 72nd Republic Day of
India, Indian Ambassador Sibi George spoke with Kuwait
Times on a range of topics, such as deep-rooted India-

Kuwait-India relations a vibrant
and dynamic partnership: Envoy

Indian Embassy has created a database of Indian engineers in Kuwait

Chinese envoy
affirms partnership
with Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Chinese Ambassador to the
State of Kuwait Li Minggang has lauded the
distinctive and strategic relationship between
the two countries expressing desire to boost
cooperation in various sectors. Speaking at a
virtual news conference, Li Minggang
expressed congratulations to Kuwait on
forthcoming 60th independence and 30th
liberation anniversaries, saying the Kuwaiti
people, led by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, would pursue the
efforts to attain Kuwait Vision 2035. 

Kuwait and China have been dealing with
each other on equal basis for half a century;
efforts that have culminated with establishing
the strategic partnership, he said.
Underscoring reciprocating visits and con-
tacts by leaders of the two countries, the
envoy affirmed that Kuwait had donated $3
million to China at the peak of the coron-
avirus crisis. 

Beijing for its turn has sent in medical
experts to back the country in the fight
against the contagion. Noting that China is
the top commercial partner for Kuwait at the
non-oil level, he said trade exchanges in 2020
reached $14.29 billion. Currently, Chinese
companies are partaking in 77 Kuwaiti enter-
prises, he has said, also noting that Kuwait
has signed cooperation documents with
Beijing within framework of the silk road
strategy. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Close up of the female (left) and male flower cluster of the date palm. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George.


