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News in brief

Kuwait curbs flights as  
global borders tighten

Moderna vaccine ‘protective’ against variants • COVID riots in Netherlands

Israel, UAE open embassies  
 
JERUSALEM: Israel opened an embassy in the 
United Arab Emirates Sunday, its foreign min-
istry said “Today the Israeli embassy in Abu 
Dhabi has officially been opened, with the 
arrival of the mission head Eitan Naeh,” the min-
istry said in a statement. The embassy will be 
operating from “temporary offices” until locat-
ing a permanent facility. The announcement 
came shortly after the UAE said its cabinet had 
approved the establishment of an embassy in 
Israel, also a first. The embassy will be opened 
in Tel Aviv. — AFP  

EINDHOVEN, Netherlands: A car is set on fire in front of a train station on Sunday after a rally by several 
hundreds of people against the government’s coronavirus policy. — AFP 

KUWAIT/WASHINGTON: The Cabinet yesterday 
decided to indefinitely postpone the transition to the 
second phase of a plan to resume operations of com-
mercial flights at Kuwait International Airport. During 
its weekly meeting yesterday, the Cabinet also asked 
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation to reduce 
the number of commercial flights arriving to the 
country in coordination with the ministry of health. 

The civil aviation authority has reduced arrivals to 
just 1,000 passengers daily as part of measures to 
combat a new strain of the coronavirus. Commercial 
flights were due to be increased in the first week of 
February, but the Cabinet decided to delay the move 
based on a recommendation by health authorities. 

Border restrictions were being tightened around 
the world yesterday in the face of an unrelenting 
coronavirus threat, after a weekend in which anger at 
social distancing rules bubbled over into fiery clashes 
in the Netherlands. In the face of deepening fears 
over new virus strains, US biotech firm Moderna 
offered some good news from lab studies of coron-
avirus variants that originated in Britain and South 
Africa.  

“We are encouraged by these new data, which 
reinforce our confidence that the Moderna COVID-
19 vaccine should be protective against these newly 
detected variants,” said CEO Stephane Bancel. 
However, out of caution, Moderna will carry out 

more tests adding a second booster of its vaccine - 
to make three shots in total. 

Meanwhile, Mexico’s President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador became the latest public figure to 
test positive for the disease, and New Zealand 
reported its first community case for more than two 
months. In Washington, President Joe Biden was to 
reimpose a ban yesterday on most non-US citizens 
who have been in Britain, Brazil, Ireland and much of 
Europe, as well as adding South Africa to the list, a 
senior White House official said.  

On Sunday, France started demanding a negative 
PCR test for arrivals by sea and air from European 
Union neighbors. Sweden said it would prohibit entry 
from neighboring Norway for three weeks, after cas-
es of the more infectious British strain were detected 
in Oslo.  

But government action to curtail the virus’ spread 
still faces stiff opposition from some citizens. Protests 
against a coronavirus curfew in the Netherlands 
degenerated into clashes with police and looting in 
cities across the country Sunday, a day after a 
COVID-19 testing center was set on fire in the north-
ern village of Urk. Police used water cannon and 
dogs in Amsterdam, public television NOS reported, 
after hundreds gathered to protest the 9 pm-4:30 am 
curfew, set to last until Feb 10. At least 30 people 
were arrested in Eindhoven. —  Agencies 

Indonesia seizes tankers 
 
JAKARTA: Indonesia has seized an Iranian tanker 
and Panamanian vessel suspected of illegally trans-
ferring oil in the Southeast Asian nation’s waters, 
authorities said yesterday. The crude oil tankers - 
Iranian-flagged MT Horse and Panamanian-
flagged MT Freya - were spotted Sunday off 
Kalimantan, Indonesia’s section of Borneo island, 
and were later seized after the crew failed to 
respond to radio calls, authorities said. — AFP 

Dubai restaurants offer discounts  
 
DUBAI: Dubai restaurants have begun offering 
discounts to customers who have been inoculated 
against coronavirus. “Spread love, not Rona,” say 
social media fliers for three restaurants run by 
Gates Hospitality, offerings a 10 percent discount 
to residents who have taken the first dose of a vac-
cine and 20 percent for those who have taken two. 
Diners must show proof of inoculation, such as a 
medical certificate, to get the discount. — AFP 

India, China clash again  
 
NEW DELHI: Indian and Chinese troops fought a 
new brawl on their contested Himalayan border 
that left injuries on both sides, officials said yester-
day. India’s military played down the latest skirmish 
as a “minor face-off” at Naku La pass, which con-
nects Sikkim state with Tibet on the Chinese side. 
China’s foreign ministry, however, said it had “no 
information” on the incident. — AFP (See Page 7)

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Council of Ministers, acting as a 
caretaker Cabinet dealing with necessary matters, 
yesterday approved the 2021/2022 budget, project-
ing a deficit of KD 12.1 billion. Spending in the budg-
et, which starts on April 1, is estimated at KD 23 bil-
lion, while revenues are projected at KD 10.9 billion. 

Both spending and revenues are higher than pro-
jections for the current fiscal year. Expenditures in 
the current year are estimated at KD 21.6 billion, 
while revenues are projected at KD 7.6 billion, leav-
ing a deficit of KD 14 billion. The increase in rev-
enues is due to a rise in oil prices, which provide the 
majority of Kuwait’s public income. 

Adding up the deficits of the current and next 
fiscal years takes the total deficit to KD 26.1 billion. 
Budget deficits are covered by the state reserve 
fund, which is separate from the fund for future 
generations, whose assets are estimated at around 
$600 billion. Former finance minister Barrak Al-
Sheetan had repeatedly warned that the state 
reserve fund will soon run out of cash because of 
huge spending and low income. 

Caretaker Cabinet  
passes budget with  
deficit of KD 12bn 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s 
weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA 

SEOUL: A senior North Korean diplomat who was 
acting ambassador to Kuwait has defected to the 
South with his family, reports said yesterday. Ryu 
Hyun-woo reached South Korea in Sept 2019 and 
sought asylum, according to the Maeil Business dai-
ly, but his arrival was kept secret until now. About 
30,000 North Koreans have fled repression and 
poverty under the communist regime and settled in 
the capitalist South, mostly by first secretly crossing 
over the porous border with China. 

Defections by senior officials are rare, although 
Ryu’s arrival came just two months after the North’s 
former acting ambassador to Italy Jo Song Gil 
sought asylum from Seoul. “I decided to defect 
because I wanted to offer my child a better future,” 
the Maeil Business newspaper cited Ryu as saying. 
He became temporary acting ambassador in Sept 
2017 after Kuwait expelled envoy So Chang Sik fol-
lowing the state’s adoption of a UN resolution over 
Pyongyang’s weapons programs. 

According to reports, Ryu is the son-in-law of 
Jon Il Chun, the former head of Office 39, which 
manages the secret funds of the North Korean lead-
ership. Tae Yong-ho, another high-profile defector 
who fled his post as North Korea’s deputy ambas-
sador to Britain in 2016 and was elected a South 
Korean opposition MP last year, described Ryu as 
part of Pyongyang’s “core elite”. — AFP 

North Korean  
envoy to Kuwait  
defects to SouthGENEVA: The coronavirus pandemic took a huge toll 

on global jobs last year, the United Nations said yester-
day, with the equivalent of more than a quarter of a bil-
lion lost. In a fresh study, the UN’s International Labor 
Organization (ILO) found that a full 8.8 percent of glob-
al working hours were lost in 2020, compared to the 
fourth quarter of 2019. 

That is equivalent to 255 million full-time jobs, or 
“approximately four times greater than the number lost 
during the 2009 global financial crisis,” the ILO said in a 
statement. “This has been the most severe crisis for the 
world of work since the Great Depression of the 1930s,” 
ILO chief Guy Ryder told reporters in a virtual briefing. 

Since surfacing in China just over a year ago, the 
virus has killed more than 2.1 million people, infected 
tens of millions of others and hammered the global 
economy. The UN labor agency explained that around 
half of the lost working hours were calculated from 
reduced working hours for those remaining in employ-
ment. But the world also saw “unprecedented levels of 
employment loss” last year, it said. 

Official global unemployment shot up by 1.1 percent, 
or 33 million more people, to a total of 220 million and a 
worldwide jobless rate of 6.5 percent last year. Ryder 
stressed that another 81 million people did not register 
as unemployed but “simply dropped out of the labor 
market”. “Either they are unable to work perhaps 
because of pandemic restrictions or social obligations 
or they have given up looking for work,” he said. “And 
so their talents, their skills, their energy have been lost, 
lost to their families, lost to our society, lost to us all.” 

The lost working hours last year shrank global labor 

income by a full 8.3 percent, the ILO said. That amounts 
to a drop of some $3.7 trillion, or 4.4 percent of overall 
global gross domestic product (GDP), it added. The 
emergence of several safe and effective vaccines against 
COVID-19 has raised hopes that the world will soon be 
able to rein in the pandemic. 

But the ILO cautioned that the prospects for a global 
labor market recovery this year are “slow, uneven and 
uncertain.” The organization pointed to the uneven 
impact the crisis had had on the world’s workers, affect-
ing women and younger workers far more than others. 
Globally, employment losses for women last year stood 
at five percent, compared with 3.9 percent for men. 
Women are more likely to work in the harder-hit sectors 
of the economy, and also have taken on more of the bur-
den of, for instance, caring for children forced to stay 
home from school. — AFP 

World lost 255m  
jobs in 2020: UN

BELGRADE: People queue to receive the Chinese-
made Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine outside the 
Belgrade Fairground turned into a vaccination center 
yesterday. — AFP  


