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On the happy and joyous occasion of the 
72nd Republic Day, I convey my Warm 
Greetings and Best Wishes to all my fel-

low Indians in the State of Kuwait. At the outset, 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to 
the leadership, the Government and the people 
of the State of Kuwait, for their steadfast com-
mitment and support to strengthening the al-
ready close and friendly relations between India 
and Kuwait. I also convey my deep appreciation 
to all the friends and well-wishers of India in 
Kuwait for their immense con-
tributions in further enhanc-
ing the bilateral relations and 
transforming it into a vibrant 
ever growing partnership of 
mutual convergence. 

The Gulf is a very important 
region for us. It is part of our 
extended neighborhood. With 
the State of Kuwait we have a 
historic relationship which can 
be traced back to several cen-
turies. Geographic proximity, 
historical trade links, cultural 
affinities, people to people con-
nect and growing cooperation 
in key areas of mutual inter-
est continue to strengthen and 
broaden our partnership. At 
the root of our friendly ties are 
civilizational connect and vibrant people-to-peo-
ple linkages which have expanded and deepened 
with the passage of time. Government of India is 
committed to further strengthen and expand this 
multifaceted relationship, which has over the years 
evolved as a Long Standing Dynamic Partnership. 

Today we celebrate the Republic Day of In-
dia. It was on this day, the 26th day of Janu-
ary in 1950, India experienced one of its finest 
moments in history. A day when a young, inde-
pendent nation became a Republic, which today 
stands as a beacon of hope to the entire world. 
On this day, the people of this nation gave unto 
themselves the most prized possession of all, a 
Constitution. The Constitution, which is based 
on our civilizational values and ethos, gifted to 
its future generations a ‘Sovereign, Socialist, 
Secular, Democratic, Republic’ which secures 
to all its citizens JUSTICE social, economic and 
political; LIBERTY of thought, expression, be-
lief, faith and worship; EQUALITY of status and 
of opportunity; and to promote among them all; 
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the indi-
vidual and the unity and integrity of the nation. 
Today, it is an eternal source of guidance and 
inspiration for the 1.3 billion people of India.

This year we celebrate the 72nd Republic Day; 
it is not just another year or a number in mere sta-
tistical terms, it is an important milestone in our 
continuous process of nation building and societal 
advancement. This year particularly is an impor-
tant one as we face one of our toughest challenges 

ever not only as a nation but as a human race due 
to the evolving Covid 19 pandemic. 

I thank the leadership and the Government of 
the friendly State of Kuwait for taking care of the 
large Indian Community in Kuwait during the Covid 
19 pandemic. I also thank our dear doctors, nurses 
and other medical personnel in Kuwait who worked 
day in and day out to save lives. I thank the many 
community members and various associations who 
individually and in coordination with Indian Com-
munity Support Group (ICSG) took several steps 

to help our brothers and sisters 
in need during the most difficult 
days of the pandemic. The cri-
sis is still not over. We should 
spread the message to people 
not to panic and to remain calm 
and confident. 

At this critical hour, our na-
tion’s true character of resil-
ience has come to the fore in 
the face of the adversity. We, 
Indians, should be proud of the 
fact that we not only managed 
to face the epidemic with great 
fortitude but we did this stay-
ing true to our Constitutional 
spirit of fraternity and our age 
old philosophy of Vasudaiva 
Kutumbakam, where we always 
see the world as one big family. 

An “all country” decisive and prompt approach 
led by Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Nar-
endra Modi has helped India in addressing the 
challenges posed by the pandemic. We have one 
of the lowest fatality rates and the highest recov-
ery rates in the world; the daily fresh COVID-19 
infections are firmly on a declining trend; yet we 
continue to remain vigilant until this battle is deci-
sively won by us.

During these testing times, India was the first 
responder to calls of help and assistance from 
other countries. We sent medicines and medical 
supplies to over 150 countries in the world. Our 
medical professionals travelled all over the world 
to augment and support healthcare infrastruc-
tures of other countries. Whilst we organized 
the world’s largest ever repatriation exercise 
- Vande Bharat Mission - successfully bringing 
home more than 4.5 million Indians stranded in 
different parts of the world including from the 
State of Kuwait; we also assisted in repatriation 
of foreign nationals from India. And now, when 
most parts of the world await vaccine against this 
deadly pandemic, India has once again risen to 
the occasion and by producing vaccines not only 
for itself but for the rest of the world, it has dis-
played extraordinary commitment to this idea of 
universal brotherhood which once again echoes 
from our values finding its clearest expression in 
our Constitution. We are now well and truly the 
“Pharmacy of the World”.
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A self-reliant India
As the country tackles the spread of COVID-19, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has advocated a push towards 

making India self-reliant through a series of measures and economic relief packages.

By Vinayak Surya Swami

As the country tackles the 
spread of COVID-19, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has advocated a 

push towards making India self-
reliant through a series of measures 
and economic relief packages.

With the advent of the Novel 
Coronavirus pandemic, a new world 
economic order is emerging and 
nations are just coming to terms 
with it. Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi has been quick in 
this realisation and has accordingly 
altered existing policies and 
introduced several multi-sectoral 
initiatives to further the vision 
of a thriving economy for India. 
Reaffirming his belief, in a recent 
address, he said, “Howsoever big the 
crisis might be, India is determined 
to turn it into an opportunity.” He 
then called upon the nation for its 
support in this regard by making 
India “Aatma Nirbhar” or Self 
Reliant. PM Modi also announced 
a relief package of INR 20 Trillion 
(equivalent to 10 per cent of India’s 
GDP) that will steer the country 
onto the path of rapid development 
and growth, and create a robust 
local supply chain.

India’s plan for self-reliance 

is intended to be a two pronged 
approach. The first step will be the 
undertaking of interim measures 
such as liquidity infusion and direct 
cash transfers to migrant workers 
and daily-wage earners. The second 
facet would be long-term reforms 
in growth-critical sectors that will 
make them globally competitive and 
aractive.

According to the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision, a self-reliant India will 
stand on five pillars: ‘economy’, 
that introduces quantum jump; ‘in-
frastructure’ intune with the new 
India, a ‘system’ based on 21st cen-
tury technology; India’s ‘vibrant 

demography’; and ‘demand’, which 
will utilise our requirement and 
supply chain to full capacity.

PM Modi delivering the inaugural 
address at the 125th Annual Session 
of Confederation of Indian Industries 
(CII) through video conference, in 
New Delhi on June 2.

STARTING RIGHT
PM Modi’s vision of a capable, 

efficient and self-reliant nation, 
has quickly been realised and 
introduced as the Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat (Self-reliant India) initiative. 
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Some immediate reforms are now being factored 
into policy making decisions to bolster domestic ca-
pabilities and upscale production.

The Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (ANBA) is fo-
cussed towards building entire value chains for do-
mestic products that will enable local manufactur-
ers to thrive and reduce the need for imports. The 
Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade has already identified key sectors followed by 
measures to boost competitiveness, simplify proce-
dures and encourage direct investments.

HOLISTIC APPRO
The ANBA has identified the MSME (Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises) sector, with its significant 
contributions to the GDP, exports and employment 
ratio as the core area for economic revival and com-
petence.

As a start, a more inclusive definition has been 
announced to bring a larger group of small-scale in-
dustries under the purview of the beneficial reforms 
and extend the cover for existing businesses allow-
ing them to grow under the same canopy.

Over 500 million entities will be empowered to 
restart operations and get back on their feet with 
momentous reforms for the MSME sector. These in-
clude the introduction of collateral free loans (total 
of INR 3,000 billion), INR 200 Billion in subordinate 
loans for reviving businesses and a significant infu-
sion of almost INR 500 billion in the sector through 
several new funds being set up.

 
EQUALOPPORTUNITIES

With an aim to boost domestic production and 
expand quality exports, the MEIS (Merchandise Ex-
ports from India) scheme is poised to be replaced 

by the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exports 
scheme (RDTEP), to offset infrastructural inefficien-
cies and costs associated with exporting goods pro-
duced in India. The government aims to extend these 
benefits to entities with a capability of generating 
employment in the country as well.

The export sector and domestic production will 
also benefit from the proposed reenvisioning of the 
existing costs associated with manufacturing. The 
lowered taxes on exporting goods across borders in 
addition to the imposition of anti-dumping duties on 
imports will provide a level playing field to domestic 
manufacturers. A reform aimed towards increasing 
production potential locally and to ease the process 
of exports while simultaneously reducing the de-
pendence on foreign products.

THE NEW VISION
The start-up segment of the Indian space sector 

has been added as a direct beneficiary for the use of 
facilities and premier infrastructure of the ISRO (In-
dian Space Research Organisation), India’s state-run 
space agency. The move has come as an addition to 
ISRO’s ‘technology transfer’ initiative that provides 
new-age tech to private and state-run entities to-
wards the beerment of Indian industry.

The defense industry will also benefit from the 
freeing-up of the space sector. When it comes to in-
novative advances towards new-age technology, the 
pandemic, and the new reforms, will act as a catalyst 
for development. Moreover, this move will also allow 
for an opportunity for DSRO (Defence Space Re-
search Organisation), India’s new defence oriented 
space agency, to become a nodal authority for posi-
tive outreach with space start-ups.

The government has also drawn up a new policy 
for privatisation of Public Sector Enterprise (PSEs) 
to boost public-private partnerships, which will soon 
be notified to the concerned sectors.

A self-reliant India
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The global economy was hit particularly hard by 
the pandemic; the normal way of life and business 
is all but forgotten. Indian economy also faced the 
pandemic related headwinds. However, timely inter-
vention and support from the Government through 
special economic packages are coming to fruition 
with the economy now showing clear signs of revival. 
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s clarion call for ‘Aatmanir-
bhar Bharat’ (Self-Reliant India), which envisages a 
merger of the local with the global, has played the 
role of catalyst in this economic revival. Innovation 
and adaptability to the situation has been a key man-
tra in our holistic approach to this challenge.

Despite the pandemic, India retained its status 
as the primary destination for global capital with 
record breaking foreign direct investments into In-
dia during the year. The Government continued to 
remain committed to introduce major structural re-
forms, including through introduction of simpler tax 
systems, creation of capable human resource base, 
development of a strong financial system and build-
ing of hard and soft infrastructure, to achieve the vi-
sion of a self-reliant India. Our business environment 
has seen a remarkable positive transformation with 
several positive measures introduced by the Gov-
ernment, which is reflected in India’s unprecedented 
improvement on the Global Ease of Doing Business 
rankings where we are now placed at 63. We are well 
poised to soon enter the top 50!  

The vision of creating an environment of peace 
and security to ensure a better world for the entire 
humanity has been the guiding spirit of India’s for-
eign policy. India places an undeterred faith and be-
lief in multilateral approach and has always taken the 
lead on issues of global concern such as fight against 
terrorism, climate change, energy security, food se-
curity, and the reform of multilateral institutions, in-
cluding the UN Security Council. 

India-Kuwait relations continued to enhance and 
strengthen during the year 2020. Despite the pan-
demic, institutional engagements continued to take 
place during the year. As we work towards 
a strategic partnership, our bilateral trade and in-
vestment ties continue to remain strong despite the 
headwinds from the cascading adverse ripple effect 
of the pandemic and its associated precautionary 
restrictions/lockdowns.  Embassy of India launched 
dedicated series of events under the themes of 
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” and “States Facilitation” 
and successfully organized a number of trade and 
investments promotion events in hybrid/virtual for-

mats. The overwhelming response from the business 
communities of the two countries was heartening to 
see and it signalled the resolve of our businesses to 
conquer the challenges and return to normalcy.

This year, 2021, marks the 60th Anniversary of 
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between India 
and Kuwait, the Embassy aims to celebrate this mo-
mentous milestone in a befitting manner with year-
long commemorative events. We also look forward 
to celebrating the 75th anniversary of our Independ-
ence with the participation of all Indians and friends 
of India in Kuwait. 

The Embassy has in recent weeks set up four 
outreach platforms ICN, IPN, IBN and ISN. ICN 
(Indian Cultural Network) as a platform to high-
light our cultural diversity and art forms and to 
recognize and promote the artistic skills within 
our diaspora. IPN (Indian Professionals Network) 
as a platform to learn from the expertise and ex-
periences of our distinguished professionals here 
and imbibe the best practices. IBN (Indian Busi-
ness Network) as platform to showcase India’s 
economic and scientific transformation and to 
highlight the billion opportunities that India of-
fers for business partnership. ISN (Indian Sports 
Network) as a platform for all those interested in 
sports. Similarly, in order to promote Indian culture 
and our rich literary heritage, we have launched a 
Thematic Library project, which projects and pro-
motes Books on India. 

The Indian Community in Kuwait has played a 
commendable role in building the bilateral relations 
between the two countries. The people-to-people 
dimension forms the bedrock of this close and vi-
brant partnership. There is generous appreciation of 
the Indian Community in Kuwait and a recognition 
of their contribution towards the economic progress 
of the State of Kuwait. The Embassy is your ‘Home 
Away from Home’; we place highest priority to the 
welfare and well-being of the Indian Community in 
Kuwait. For the Embassy, those who need help and 
support are not liabilities, they are not strangers; 
they are our brothers and sisters, they are not prob-
lems, they are our priorities. During the year, we 
have continuously endeavored to further improve the 
quality of our consular services and will continue to 
do so in the future. 

Once again, on this joyous and proud occasion of 
the Republic Day of India, I wish every Indian na-
tional in Kuwait good health and happiness. I also 
take this opportunity to convey my Best Wishes to 
the leadership and to the friendly people of the State 
of Kuwait.

Message of H.E. Sibi George
Ambassador of India to Kuwait 
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By Manish Chand

Purposeful, pragmatic and proactive. Shap-
er, not an abstainer; stabilizer, rather than a 
disruptor; a net security provider and a dis-
penser of global good.

India’s foreign policy has found a new vocabulary 
and framework, as Articulated with masterly preci-
sion by the country’s External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar at the 5th edition of the Raisina Dialogue held 
in New Delhi recently.

In foreign policy, words matter, and hence this 
new lexicon of a rising India fittingly encapsulates 
the current form and trajectory of the country’s for-
eign policy in a world undergoing unprecedented 
transformation.

Purposeful pursuit of national interests, pragmat-
ic issue-based alignments with Countries, big and 
small, and proactive diplomatic outreach have come 
to characterize and configure India’s foreign policy 
and diplomacy in the 21st century.

SHAPER & STABILIZERS
A new India is emerging in the second decade of 

the 21st century, which is proactively shaping the in-
ternational agenda on a wide array of cross-cutting 
issues, including climate change, sustainable develop-
ment, counter- terrorism, maritime security and the 
reconfiguration of global governance architecture.

In a wide-ranging conversation on The India Way 
at the Raisina Dialogue, Dr Jaishankar illuminated 
key features of a new foreign policy for a new India. 
“The India way would be to be more of a decider 
or a shaper rather than an abstainer,” he said, while 
stressing that India has made a difference in the last 
few years on issues like climate change or connectiv-
ity. Most important, he fleshed out the kind of power 
India will be in the next few years. “It is not the India 
way to be a disruptionist power internationally, we 
should be a stabilizing power. It’s also not the India 
way to be self-centered and to be mercantilist. The 
India way would be a country which brings its ca-
pacities to bear on the international system for glob-
al good,” he said.

Driven by the ethos of mutual empowerment, In-
dia has shared funds, technology and expertise with 
countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern 

Europe. This development cooperation, channelized 
through Lines of Credit and grants, includes assis-
tance in capacity building, training and enhanced 
cooperation in education and health. In the spirit of 
South-South solidarity, India has committed around 
USD 29 billion in Line of Credit for a host of devel-
opment projects in 160 countries.

DIPLOMATIC OUTREACH 
As India’s global stature rises, the Indian govern-

ment has also embarked on an unprecedented dip-
lomatic outreach to mobilize international support 
for national resurgence. Cutting across hemispheres, 
the last few years have seen a record number of 
high-level incoming and outgoing visits at the lev-
el of the President, Prime Minister, Vice-President, 
External Affairs Minister and other ministers. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi alone has travelled to over 
70 countries in the last five and a half years. In an 
evolving multipolar world, India has chosen the 
path of multi-alignment, which entails forging is-
sues-based alignments with like-minded countries 
and major power centres.

DIPLOMACY FOR A NEW INDIA
What animates this multifarious diplomatic out-

reach is the mantra of diplomacy for the country’s 
development. With the Indian government setting an 
ambitious target of creating a $5-trillion economy, the 

foreign policy is being directed to harness the network 
of partnerships with all friendly countries to create a 
‘New India’ by 2022, the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence, as promised by PM Modi. Develop-
ment–focused diplomacy is seen in the interweaving 
of flagship schemes of national renewal like ‘Make in 
India’ ‘Smart Cities,’ ‘Skill India’ and ‘Stand-up India’ 
with India’s diplomatic outreach. Forging robust and 
sustainable Partnerships in technology, innovation and 
start-ups will be crucial to creating a New India, and 
making India count on the global stage.

shaping global agenda Looking ahead, with its 
growing global stature and rising expectations the 
world has of a resurgent India, PM Modi has advo-
cated reformed multilateralism to create a new world 
order that reflects the ongoing shift of power and 
realities of the 21st century. India has also taken the

lead in combating climate change by fulfilling its 
commitments under the Paris Accord and taking 
a series of initiatives for promoting a low- carbon 
economy. In a recognition of New Delhi’s leader-
ship role in this area, more countries are joining the 
International Solar Alliance that seeks to usher in a 
white revolution for a clean and green world. India 
has launched a new international initiative called the 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, which 
is finding greater global support.

In mapping the way ahead, cultural diplomacy and 
civilizational values will acquire a greater salience in 

India’s foreign policy. Home to all major
religions and diverse cultures, the idea of India 

as a vibrant pluralistic society has struck a chord 
making the world more amenable to India’s aspi-
rations. This cultural connect is reflected in myriad 
ways, ranging from the worldwide celebrations of 
the International Day of Yoga and the recognition of 
Kumbh Mela as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity by UNESCO.

In building a new India, the 25-million strong In-
dian diaspora, spread across different countries and 
continents, will play an important role. As Dr Jais-
hankar puts it: “The India way would be really Brand 
India. Brand India in terms of what is unique to us as 
a power,” he said while alluding to the extraordinary 
Indian diaspora and Indian culture and heritage.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has encapsulated 
the essence of Brand India. “All our endeavours are 
centered on 1.3 billion Indians. But the dreams that 
these efforts are trying to fulfil, are the same dreams 
that the entire world has, that every country has, and 
that Every society has. The efforts are ours, but their 
fruits are for all, for the entire world,” said PM Modi 
in his speech at the United Nations General Assem-
bly in New York this year.

Going forward, as it scripts its global ascent on 
its own terms, India will have to relentlessly assert 
its strategic autonomy as it navigates geopolitical 
rivalries to make independent decisions that benefit 
people of the country. This will entail dovetailing di-
plomacy with development and interweaving foreign 
policy with an unclouded vision of India as a leading 
power with a unique voice and narrative in a rapidly 
transforming world order.

THE INDIA WAY:  Foreign policy
Over the last decade, India’s foreign policy initiatives have undergone a metamorphosis. India’s new global image now projects a more 

mature, sound and efficient force driving the country’s diplomatic initiatives

PM Modi with ministerial delegations from various countries, on the sidelines of the Raisina 
Dialogue 2020.

External Affairs Minister of India Dr S 
Jaishankar during a discussion at the Raisina 
Dialogue 2020






