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REGGIO EMILIA, Italy: Andrea Pirlo won his
first trophy as a coach on Wednesday as Juventus
beat Napoli 2-0 in the Italian Super Cup. Cris-
tiano Ronaldo blasted in his 20th goal of the sea-
son following a corner on 64 minutes in Reggio
Emilia, before Napoli captain Lorenzo Insigne
missed a penalty and Alvaro Morata added a sec-
ond deep into injury time. Pirlo, 41, clinched his
first silverware five months after taking over at his
former club where he won four league titles.

“Winning a first title (as a coach) is a great
joy, different from that felt as a player, it’s even
more beautiful,” said Pirlo, who lifted the trophy
three times as a player with Juventus and AC
Milan. Juventus won the annual trophy, played
between the league champions and Italian Cup
holders, for the ninth time, having finished run-
ners-up last year to Lazio. “This trophy is very
important because it can give us confidence for
the rest of our season,” said Ronaldo.

Juventus sit fifth in the league, 10 points be-
hind leaders AC Milan, after losing 2-0 to sec-
ond-placed Inter Milan last weekend. “The
Scudetto is possible, Milan and Inter are very
strong, but there are still a lot of games to be
played and we can still do it,” added Ronaldo. It
was the first meeting between Pirlo and Napoli
coach Gennaro Gattuso, who won the 2006
World Cup together and spent a decade as AC
Milan teammates, winning two Serie A titles and

two Champions League crowns together.

‘Sorry for Gattuso’ 
They have not faced off this season after

Napoli refused to travel to Turin for their Octo-
ber league match because of coronavirus cases
- a fixture which has still to be played. “I’m sorry
for Gennaro Gattuso, but we wanted to react
after the defeat against Inter Milan,” said Pirlo.
“We bet a lot on the pride of the players, we
wanted to show that we were a team.”

Juventus received a boost hours before kick-
off with Juan Cuadrado recovering from coron-
avirus and starting for the first time in two weeks.
Napoli had the best chance of the first half in the
Mapei Stadium, with Juve keeper Wojciech
Szczsesny demonstrating quick reflexes to save
Hirving Lozano’s diving header just before the
half-hour mark.

Federico Bernardeschi came off the bench
after the break in place of Federico Chiesa and
immediately had an impact. Juventus piled on the
pressure after an hour when Ronaldo was sent
through on goal and defender Kostas Manolas
almost deflected the ball into his own net. But the
five-time Ballon d’Or winner made the most of
the resulting corner, with the ball bouncing off
Tiemoue Bakayoko and into the path of the un-
marked Portuguese forward to fire in his 20th
goal of the season.

Napoli had a chance to equalize from the
spot after Weston McKennie fouled Dries
Mertens, but Insigne wasted the opportunity by
dragging a woeful effort wide. Szczsesny pulled
off another late save before a last-gasp Morata
goal sealed victory. “We all lost together, not be-
cause of Lorenzo’s penalty. Let’s move on,” said

Gattuso, 43, whose side beat Juventus in last
season’s Italian Cup. “In the first half there was
a bit of fear. I don’t remember Juve’s serious
chances today. “We could have done better, but
the match is very similar to the one seven months
ago. In fact, we suffered more seven months ago
than today.” — AFP 

Pirlo wins first trophy as Juve 
beat Napoli in Super Cup

REGGIO EMILIA, Italy: Juventus’ Italian defender Giorgio Chiellini lifts the winners’ trophy to celebrate with teammates
after Juventus won the Italian Super Cup football match against Napoli on Wednesday at Mapei stadium. —AFP  

Ronaldo scores his 20th goal of the season

Sexton’s Cavaliers 
spoil debut of 
Brooklyn Big Three
LOS ANGELES: Collin Sexton scored a game-high 42 points as
the Cleveland Cavaliers overcame a James Harden triple double
and spoiled the debut of the Brooklyn Nets’ Big Three with a 147-
135 double overtime victory. Wednesday’s marathon contest was
supposed to showcase the Nets’ star trio of Harden, Kevin Durant
and Kyrie Irving playing together for the first time together.

Irving finished with 37 points, Harden had a triple double of 21
points, 10 rebounds and 12 assists and Durant tallied a team-high
38 points and 12 rebounds, but it wasn’t enough as the Cavaliers
had seven players in double-figure scoring at the Rocket Mort-
gage Fieldhouse arena in Cleveland. Turkey’s Cedi Osman scored
25 points, and Taurean Prince came off the bench to notch 17 as
the Cavaliers bench outscored the Nets reserves 44-10.

“We seemed a little lost at times, which is natural because we
haven’t played together. So there’s a little indecision,” Nets coach
Steve Nash said. “We started the game turning the ball over, we
had seven or eight in the first quarter. We cleaned it up and got
ourselves back in the game, but obviously we have to defend bet-
ter. We’re just getting a feel for each other and this is a process
that’s gonna take the entire year.”

Irving missed seven games for undisclosed purposes but was
slapped with a $50,000 fine by the league while he was out for
violating the league’s COVID-19 safety rules. Irving was punished

after video surfaced showing him attending a family birthday
event without wearing a face mask. Brooklyn had won five of
seven games without Irving and this was just their third loss since
January 5.

“We will have good nights, we will have great nights, but it is
how we galvanize this group together and how we sacrifice and
compromise for the greater good,” Irving said. “That still remains
to be seen, obviously one game is out the way, but I am excited
for what’s to come.” Sexton hit the game-tying three-pointer with
1.2 seconds left in the first overtime period and scored 15 of his
42 in the second extra session.

Sexton set the tone for Cleveland in the second overtime, hit-
ting a free throw early and then draining a three pointer with three
minutes left to give the Cavs a 134-127 lead. Sexton nailed his fifth
and final three pointer with 89 seconds left to make it 142-131 as
the Cavaliers dominated down the stretch.

Sexton surpassed his previous career high of 41, set in March
2020 against Boston, by scoring 31 points after halftime. He shot
16 of 29 from the field overall after missing the previous five
games with an ankle injury. Durant missed a potential game win-
ner at the buzzer in the first overtime as he, Irving and Harden all
played the final 18 minutes of the game but couldn’t get the job
done. “It felt right, felt perfect, felt like we belong together,” Du-
rant said.

Elsewhere, Kristaps Porzingis collected 27 points and 13 re-
bounds and Trey Burke came off the bench to score 22 points to
lift the Dallas Mavericks to a 124-112 victory over the host Indiana
Pacers. Tim Hardaway finished with 19 points in the win. On Mon-
day, Hardaway missed all 12 of his shooting attempts in a loss to
the Toronto Raptors.

Luka Doncic recorded his 30th career triple-double with 13
points, 12 rebounds and 12 assists for the Mavericks, who snapped

a season-high three-game losing streak. Malcolm Brogdon scored
26 points, Domantas Sabonis added 25 and Jeremy Lamb had 10
in his first game since sustaining a torn ACL in Toronto 11 months
ago. In other games, Joel Embiid scored 42 points and grabbed
10 rebounds to lift the host Philadelphia 76ers past the Boston
Celtics 117-109 and Cole Anthony’s three-pointer at the buzzer
capped an Orlando Magic rally in their 97-96 win over the Min-
nesota Timberwolves. — AFP 

CLEVELAND, Ohio: Kyrie Irving #11 of the Brooklyn Nets runs into Collin
Sexton #2 of the Cleveland Cavaliers at Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse on
Wednesday. —AFP 


