
BEIJING: China yesterday congratulated US
President Joe Biden on his inauguration and
called for a reset in relations between Beijing
and Washington after a corrosive period of
diplomacy under Donald Trump. Beijing also
welcomed news that the US would rejoin the
World Health Organization and the Paris climate
accord, as Biden tried to immediately pivot his
office back to a key role in global leadership.

The ever-antagonistic Trump harangued
China over trade, rights, the origins of the
COVID-19 virus, tech and defense supremacy,
prompting angry near-daily jousts between
both countries’ diplomats. The new US presi-
dent is expected to remain tough on the super-
power rival but soften the tone and commit to
international cooperation after Trump’s divisive
“America First” approach.

“With cooperation from both sides, the bet-
ter angels in China-US relations will beat the
evil forces,” foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told a press briefing. She said Biden
had used the word “unity” several times in his
inauguration speech, and that it was “precisely
what is needed currently in US-China relations”.

“The recent period has indeed been espe-
cially difficult,” she added. Beijing laid into
“clown-like” Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
in the final hours of his tenure, before sanc-

tioning him and more than two dozen advisors
and ex-officials in the former president’s ad-
ministration.

The officials and their family members will be
prohibited from entering mainland China, Hong
Kong and Macau, the foreign ministry said.
“Over the past few years the Trump administra-
tion, especially Pompeo, has buried too many
mines in US-China relations that need to be
eliminated, burned too many bridges that need
to be built, and destroyed too many roads that
need to be repaired,” said Hua yesterday.

Taiwan tensions 
There were still signs of tension on the hori-

zon, however, as it emerged that a representa-
tive of the self-ruled island of Taiwan was
formally invited to the US inauguration for the
first time since 1979. Beijing baulks at any offi-
cial contacts with Taiwan and tries to keep the
island diplomatically isolated.

Hsiao Bi-khim, Taipei’s envoy, posted a video
of herself at Wednesday’s inauguration saying
she was “honoured to represent the people and
government of Taiwan here at the inauguration
of President Biden and Vice President Harris”.
“Democracy is our common language and free-
dom is our common objective,” she added.

Washington recognized Beijing over Taipei

during the administration of President Jimmy
Carter. But the US remains democratic Taiwan’s
most important unofficial ally and is bound by
an act of Congress to sell the island weapons to
defend itself. Hua warned yesterday that China
wanted the US to “cautiously and appropriately
handle Taiwan issues to prevent harm to US-

China relations.”
Protecting the island from a Chinese invasion

became one of the few issues to receive broad
bipartisan support during the polarized Trump
years, and politicians on both sides of the aisle
have called on Biden to be more proactive in
maintaining Taiwan’s freedoms. — AFP
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China calls for ‘better angels’ to 
prevail in reset with Biden’s US

A corrosive period of Sino-US diplomacy under Trump ends

BEIJING: The front page of a Chinese newspapers showing the picture of the inauguration of US President Joe
Biden, the 46th US President, at a newsstand in Beijing yesterday.  —AFP

Nepali climbers overcame 
‘treacherous’ conditions 
to make history on K2
SHIGAR, Pakistan: Nepali climbers who made history at the
weekend by becoming the first to summit the world’s second-
highest mountain in winter told Wednesday how they battled hur-
ricane-force winds and freezing temperatures to achieve the
record. The triumphant 10-man team was plucked from Base
Camp on the 8,611-metre (28,251-feet) K2 — known as the “sav-
age mountain”-by a Pakistan Army helicopter and flown to the
Shigar Valley, a gateway to the mighty Karakoram range. 

Wearing traditional woolen hats and festooned with garlands,
the climbers were received as heroes on the first leg of their jour-
ney back home.  “This winter we came here with the hope that
we were going to make this happen,” said Nirmal Purja, one of
the leading members of the team and a former Gurkha and British
special forces soldier. “The weather conditions were really, really
horrendous, the temperature was up to minus 65 degrees Celsius
(minus 85 degrees Fahrenheit) — there were hurricane (strength
winds) but 10 climbers from Nepal managed to make it happen.”

One of the climbers told AFP how he almost missed out on
making history, briefly giving up in the tough conditions. “At camp
four I had actually quit, but when I made the radio call... he didn’t
answer,” Mingma Gyalje, known as Mingma G, who had at-
tempted the record last year, told AFP. “I couldn’t leave my team
alone like that so when he didn’t answer, I decided to try again.

“Normally when someone doesn’t answer a call you feel of-
fended, but in this case I am thankful.” Despite being famed for
their climbing expertise, there has never before been a Nepali

climber on a first winter ascent of a peak higher than 8,000 me-
ters. Nepali guides-usually ethnic Sherpas from the valleys
around Mount Everest-are considered the backbone of the
climbing industry in the Himalayas for bearing huge risks to
carry equipment and food, fix ropes, and repair ladders. —AFP

This handout photo taken on January 16, 2021 and released by Seven
Summit Treks, shows Nepali mountaineer Sona Sherpa (right) Galje
Sherpa (left) and Chhang Dawa Sherpa, Nepali expedition manager and
team leader, posing for pictures after reaching the summit of Mt K2, which
is the second highest mountain in the world, at the Base Camp of the win-
ter expedition in the Gilgit-Baltistan region of northern Pakistan. —AFP

Production ‘not 
affected’ by fire at 
India vaccine plant
MUMBAI: A fire broke out yesterday at India’s Serum Institute,
the world’s largest maker of vaccines, but a company source said
production of drugs to prevent coronavirus was not affected. The
Serum Institute is producing millions of doses of the Covishield
coronavirus vaccine, developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford Uni-
versity, for India and many other countries.

Local TV channels showed thick clouds of grey smoke billow-
ing from the sprawling site in Pune, in western India. “It is not
going to affect production of the Covid-19 vaccine,” a source at
the Serum Institute told AFP, adding that the blaze was at a new
plant under construction. 

An official at the local fire station told AFP that six or seven
firetrucks had reached the site, spread over 100 acres (40
hectares). Three people were reported to have been rescued from
the blaze, with another unaccounted for. “Thick smoke is hamper-
ing the work of bringing the fire under control,” the fire brigade
told NDTV. The complex where the fire broke out is a few minutes
drive from the facility where the coronavirus vaccines are pro-
duced, reports said.

Eight or nine buildings are under construction at the complex
to enhance its manufacturing capability, NDTV reported. Serum
Institute-founded in 1966 by Cyrus Poonawalla-is the world’s
largest vaccine manufacturer by volume, producing 1.5 billion doses
a year even before the coronavirus pandemic. It makes vaccines
against polio, diphtheria, tetanus, hepatitis B, measles, mumps and
rubella, which are exported to more than 170 countries. — AFP


