
PARIS: World leaders said they were looking forward to working
with Joe Biden, the Democrat sworn in as US president yesterday
after four turbulent years under Donald Trump.

European Union 
Charles Michel, president of the European Council, tweeted

congratulations to Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, adding:
“It’s time to bring back conviction & common sense and rejuvenate
our EU-US relationship.” European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen said: “Europe is ready for a fresh start.”

Iran 
President Hassan Rouhani hailed the departure of “tyrant”

Trump, Tehran having repeatedly called on Washington to lift sanc-
tions imposed over its nuclear drive. “We expect (the Biden ad-
ministration) to return to law and to commitments, and try in the
next four years, if they can, to remove the stains of the past four
years,” said Rouhani. Biden’s administration wants the United
States back in the landmark Iran nuclear accord, from which Trump
withdrew, provided Tehran returns to strict compliance.

Israel 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu urged Biden to strengthen

the long-standing alliance between the two countries. “I look for-
ward to working with you to further strengthen the US-Israel al-
liance, to continue expanding peace between Israel and the Arab
world and to confront common challenges, chief among them the
threat posed by Iran,” Netanyahu said in a video. 

NATO 
“The bond between North America and Europe is the bedrock

of our security, and a strong NATO is good for both North Amer-
ica and Europe,” said NATO General Secretary Jens Stoltenberg.
“NATO Allies need to stand together to address the security con-

sequences of the rise of China, the threat of terrorism, including in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and a more assertive Russia.”

The Vatican 
Pope Francis urged Biden to promote “reconciliation and

peace” around the world. “At a time when the grave crises facing
our human family call for far-sighted and united responses, I pray
that your decisions will be guided by a concern for building a so-
ciety marked by authentic justice and freedom,” the pope said.

Russia 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia would seek

“good relations with the United States”, while a foreign ministry
statement said they expected a “more constructive” approach to
upcoming arms control talks. The US and Russia are to discuss ex-
tending the landmark 2010 New START nuclear weapons accord
shortly after Biden’s swearing in.

Germany 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said she was looking forward to a

“new chapter of German-American friendship and cooperation”.
“Warmest congratulations on your inauguration, @POTUS Joe
Biden and @VP Kamala Harris-a true celebration of American
democracy,” Merkel was quoted as saying in a tweet posted by
her spokesman Steffen Seibert.

France 
French President Emmanuel Macron tweeted: “Best wishes on

this most significant day for the American people!  “We are to-
gether. We will be stronger to face the challenges of our time.
Stronger to build our future. Stronger to protect our planet. Wel-
come back to the Paris Agreement!,” Macron wrote in English.

He was referring to the 2015 international accord committing all
nations to cut carbon emissions to limit global warming, but which

the United States under Trump formally quit in November last year.

Britain 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who has faced criticism over his

close relationship with Trump, said he was looking forward to
“working closely” with Biden. “In our fight against COVID and
across climate change, defense, security and in promoting and de-
fending democracy, our goals are the same and our nations will work
hand in hand to achieve them,” he said. Queen Elizabeth II sent a
private message to Biden before he was sworn in, Buckingham
Palace said, without revealing the contents of the message. — AFP
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Taiwan invited to 
US inauguration for 
first time since 1979
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s de facto ambassador to the US was formally
invited to President Joe Biden’s inauguration in what Taipei said
yesterday was a precedent-setting first since Washington
switched recognition to Beijing in 1979.

Hsiao Bi-khim, Taipei’s envoy, posted a video of herself at
Wednesday’s inauguration saying she was “honored to represent
the people and government of Taiwan here at the inauguration
of President Biden and Vice President Harris”. “Democracy is
our common language and freedom is our common objective,”
she added.

Taipei’s foreign ministry said it was the first time in decades
that a Taiwanese envoy had been “formally invited” by the inau-
guration’s organizing committee while the ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party described it as “a new breakthrough in 42 years”.

Taiwan split from China at the end of a civil war in 1949. Its 23
million people live under the constant threat of invasion by the
mainland, whose leaders view the island as their territory and have
vowed to one day take it. Beijing balks at any official contacts with
Taiwan and tries to keep the island diplomatically isolated.

Washington recognized Beijing over Taipei during the admin-
istration of President Jimmy Carter. But the US remains demo-
cratic Taiwan’s most important unofficial ally and is bound by an
act of Congress to sell the island weapons to defend itself. Since
1979 US presidencies generally trod a cautious diplomatic path

on Taiwan in a bid to avoid angering Beijing as well as discourage
Taipei from ever formally declaring independence. 

‘A subtle, meaningful gesture’ 
But that changed dramatically under President Donald Trump

who embraced warmer ties with the island as he feuded with
China on issues like trade and national security. Taiwan’s President
Tsai Ing-wen secured an unprecedented phone call with Trump
after his 2016 election win, a move that infuriated Beijing. 

Trump also ramped up arms sales and diplomatic contacts,
while one of his administration’s last foreign policy acts was to lift
restrictions that limited how US officials interacted with their Tai-
wanese counterparts. Biden’s Taiwan policy is less clear cut for
now, but Hsiao’s presence at the inauguration hints at a continu-
ation of his predecessor’s precedent-setting changes.

Kharis Templeman, an Taiwan-based expert at the Hoover In-
stitution, described it as “a subtle gesture but a meaningful one”.
In a tweet to Biden after his oath of office, President Tsai said Tai-
wan “stands ready to work with you as a global force for good”.

China has swung more authoritarian and belligerent under
President Xi Jinping, with Beijing’s fighter jets buzzing Taiwan at
a record rate last year.  Protecting the island from an invasion be-
came one of the few issues to receive broad bipartisan support
during the polarized Trump years, and politicians on both sides of
the aisle have called on Biden to be more proactive in maintaining
Taiwan’s freedoms. 

Jim Risch, the Republican chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, welcomed Hsiao’s invitation to the inauguration.  “I
commend the new administration for this invitation and encourage
them to build upon the progress made on US-Taiwan relations to
reflect the challenges and geopolitical realities we face,” he wrote
on Twitter. — AFP

News in brief

Moon: ‘America is back’

SEOUL: South Korean President Moon Jae-in, who brokered
the talks process between Donald Trump and the North’s leader
Kim Jong Un, yesterday congratulated Joe Biden on his inaugu-
ration as US president, tweeting: “America is back.” The relation-
ship between treaty allies Seoul and Washington was at times
deeply strained under Trump, who repeatedly excoriated the
South for not paying enough towards the US troop presence in
the country, demanding billions of dollars more. In his first year
in power, Trump raised widespread alarm in the South by engag-
ing in personal insults and threats of war with Kim-at one point
accusing the pro-engagement Moon of “appeasement”. —AFP

Mexico hails halt to wall construction

MEXICO CITY: Mexico on Wednesday hailed US President Joe
Biden’s order to halt construction of Donald Trump’s wall along the
US-Mexican border, as well as his other immigration-linked re-
forms. “Mexico welcomes the end of the construction of the wall,
the immigration initiative in favor of DACA and a path to dual citi-
zenship,” Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard wrote on Twitter. He
was referring to the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram to regularize the immigration status of young people who ar-
rived illegally as children, which Trump tried to shut down. The
Republican sparked anger during his 2016 election campaign when
he branded Mexican migrants “rapists” and drug dealers, and
vowed to build a wall across the southern US border. — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Former US President George W. Bush, Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi, former US President Barack Obama and Michelle
Obama arrive at the inauguration of US President-elect Joe Biden on the
West Front of the US Capitol on Wednesday in Washington, DC. —AFP
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