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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced yesterday
rescheduling coronavirus vaccination
appointments, as shipments from the
manufacturing company Pfizer/BioN-
Tech would be delayed for Kuwait and
the whole world, because of the halt in
factory’s production to expand it. The
company will not export the amount of
vaccination agreed upon to the countries
for a period of time, but the ministry will
reschedule dates to ensure a continuous
vaccination campaign, the ministry said
in a press statement yesterday.

Meanwhile, Kuwait listed 570 new COVID-19 infections and
no virus-related deaths yesterday, taking the total cases up to

159,834 as deaths remain unchanged at 951, the health ministry
said. The number of coronavirus recov-
eries in Kuwait rose by 406 to 152,826,
the health ministry said. In the meantime,
the number of people hospitalized with
the virus stood yesterday at 6,057, with
51 of them in intensive care units, accord-
ing to ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah
Al-Sanad. He added that 10,712 swab
tests were conducted over the same pe-
riod, as the total number of swab tests
reached 1,436,192. Dr Sanad went on to
urge the public to abide by health pre-

cautions, mainly social distancing to limit the spread of the
virus.  —KUNA
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Kuwait condemns
in ‘strongest terms’
Baghdad attack
KUWAIT: Kuwait expressed its condemnation and denunciation in
the strongest terms of two terrorist bombings that struck central
Baghdad yesterday, which resulted in the killing and injury of
dozens of innocent people. “This criminal and sinful attack, that tar-
geted innocent citizens and the security and stability of brotherly
Iraq, constitutes a violation of tolerant Islamic Sharia law and of all
values and norms,” read a foreign ministry statement. The ministry
underlined Kuwait’s solidarity with Iraq and support for Baghdad’s
efforts to maintain security and stability. It also expressed its sincere
condolences and sincere sympathy to the families of the victims,
wishing those injured a speedy recovery.  —KUNA

Motorist killed
on Artal Road 
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man was killed and another was injured
when the vehicle they were in flipped over on Artal Road. Police
and paramedics responded to a call and found a man was dead
and the other in critical condition, who was rushed to hospital.
The body was recovered by forensics.

Drug possession
A Kuwaiti man driving under the influence was arrested with

hashish. The suspect was pulled over as he was driving erratically,
and the drugs were discovered with him. He was sent to the Drugs
Control General Department for further legal action.

Man accuses ex
A Kuwaiti man accused his ex-wife of entering his apartment

in his absence and stealing personal items and documents. The
citizen lodged a complaint at a police station in Mubarak Al-
Kabeer governorate. He told them that on his return home, he
found the door open with no sign of a break-in. When he checked
the apartment, he discovered some items were missing, adding
that only his ex-wife has a duplicate of the door key. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Kuwait’s trade
surplus with Japan
down 64% in Dec
TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan plummeted 64.0 per-
cent from a year earlier to JPY 17.5 billion ($170 million) in De-
cember, down for the ninth month in a row due to weak exports,
government data showed yesterday. But Kuwait stayed in black
ink with Japan for 12 years and 11 months, as exports still offset
imports in value, the Finance Ministry said in a preliminary report.
Kuwaiti overall exports to Japan tumbled 51.3 percent year-on-
year to JPY 34.3 billion ($332 million) for the ninth straight month
of decline. Imports from Japan also declined 22.9 percent to JPY
16.8 billion ($162 million), down for the eighth month. For the
whole of 2020, Kuwait posted a trade surplus of JPY 336.7 billion
($3.3 billion), down 40.3 percent from the previous year. Middle
East’s trade surplus with Japan fell 47.0 percent to JPY 312.8 bil-
lion ($3.0 billion) last month, with Japan-bound exports from the
region sliding 39.1 percent from a year earlier. Crude oil, refined
products, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and other natural resources,
which accounted for 93.9 percent of the region’s total exports to
Japan, dived 40.7 percent. The region’s overall imports from Japan
went down 18.6 percent on sluggish demand for automobiles, ma-
chinery and steel. The world’s third-biggest economy posted a
global surplus of JPY 751.0 billion ($7.3 billion) in December,
marking the sixth consecutive month of black ink. Exports grew
2.0 percent from the year before, buoyed by robust shipments to
China, such as plastic materials and nonferrous metals. Imports
fell 11.6 percent on falling energy prices, mainly crude oil and coal.
China remained Japan’s biggest trade partner, followed by the US.
The trade data are measured on a customs-cleared basis before
adjustment for seasonal factors. —KUNA

Belgian ambassador
visits tennis complex
KUWAIT: Ambassador of Belgium to Kuwait Leo Peeters visited
the Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International
Tennis Complex at the invitation of President of Arab and
Kuwait Tennis Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah
Al-Sabah. The ambassador toured the tennis facilities in the
complex, the most important of which is the Rafa Nadal Acad-
emy Kuwait, and indoor and outdoor courts. Peeters was im-
pressed with what he saw, saying it was among the best tennis
courts in the world. He lauded the efforts of investors that
brought the project into existence. The ambassador thanked
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber for his invitation, adding that he will
make more visits in the future. 

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Belgium to Kuwait Leo Peeters with President of Arab
and Kuwait Tennis Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah.


