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Do we really? Without a formal gov-
ernment-approved plan to gradual-
ly return to our previous education-

al circumstances, students are expected to
non-sensibly “hope” that somehow we will
end up in classrooms, with no prior prepa-
rations or a solid plan. Two cases seem to
be possible: Either we do end up in school
in the second semester and face a massive
health hazard due to lack of preparation -
or we continue to monotonously look at
screens till the end of the year. 

As a senior in high school, I can confi-
dently state that both cases aren’t ideal in
terms of students, parents, teachers or any-

one in their right mind! Societal suicide is
taking place while we are blindly following
in acceptance to a lack of affirmative action
takers! As cliched as it may sound, it truly is
not too late. We can go back to our utopian
learning environment, where our brain
challenges its limits every day, instead of
settling for the bare minimum to get the
class over with. Online learning is not push-
ing us to our full potential, and as a genera-
tion that is forced to settle for the bare
minimum, we will not be facing a slight
bump on our road to success; rather, we
might be facing a disastrous end to it.

It goes without saying that online learn-
ing has been draining students, teachers,
counselors, parents, grandparents and the
community as a whole. A dominant crowd
being addressed when I say “draining” is
elementary school kids. Yes, it is challeng-
ing intellectually for us high-schoolers to
settle for less, and slowly see our brain
activity decline, reflecting clearly on our
school reports, but kindergartners and ele-
mentary kids have it much worse. 

Children are at the core of their educa-
tion; they are at the strong block that will
set the foundation for the whole building.
Their education solemnly depends on a set
of building blocks that are accumulated at
youth. Having them comprehend such a
dense capacity of concepts through a
screen is challenging, to say the least,
keeping in mind working parents who have

to simultaneously keep up with and confirm
their children’s understanding of such
dense concepts and work their jobs too.

Kuwait was undoubtedly a country in
the lead worldwide in terms of budgeting
and the availability of resources, so why
aren’t we in the lead in education? Our
COVID-19 cases are relatively lower than
our neighboring GCC countries, yet we
have not seized the educational opportuni-
ty standing by, waiting to be implemented.
BBS - Bahrain Bay School - serves as a
leading example in managing COVID with-
in the school premises. Hybrid systems,
masks, sanitizations and several safety pre-
cautions have been triumphing unbeliev-
ably within the institution. There is no clear
obstacle standing in our way to say that we
can’t do the same.

Ever since last February, it has been a
guessing game for both school administra-
tions and students on whether we are going
to gain back the privilege of going to
school physically. Our country surely suc-
ceeded in controlling COVID-19 at the
beginning of the outbreak, but as time
passed by, it has been proven that educa-
tion falls drastically at the bottom of their
list of concerns. Having 100 percent of the
graduating class pass and move on to the
next stage of their lives is fantastic, only if
they earned it completely with a rigorous
curriculum upheld. This surely wasn’t the
case last summer. Such carelessness and
lack of planning and implementation is
interpreted as blindly signing the death
sentence to our country’s future of bright
minds, and we cannot stand by silently and
let it happen.

We matter

What grabs my attention towards
this topic is that I am a young
woman who lives in a very civi-

lized society, which does not accept any
act initiated by a woman. I always imagined
myself living in this society in the ’90s, and
whenever I did I would think that I wouldn’t
have been able to make it and openly
express my opinions. I would have been
misjudged and misunderstood and even
punished for saying what’s on my mind. 

Thankfully, in 2005 my great grandfa-
ther, Sheikh Jaber Al-Sabah, introduced the
right for women to vote in the Kuwaiti
society. This was a huge step in changing
what women were perceived as during that
time and what they have become in recent
times. They are more educated, more inde-
pendent and more aware of their rights,
privileges and self-worth.

These days, it’s a normal conversation
when someone says “women’s lives matter”,
but then, the listener responds with “no,
lives of all gender matter.” It’s a miscon-
ception of the definition of “women’s lives
matter.” The listener defines the term in a
way that states “women’s lives matter more
than any other life”, but the idea of
women’s lives matter isn’t to look down on
other genders’ lives, or to indicate that it
should be more important than the rest. It’s
just stating that women’s lives are some-
what under-looked, and that there should
be more awareness around the world with
regards to this topic. 

The only people who believe us are
the survivors. The sad truth is that in this
culture, people who are assaulted are
treated as the accused not the abused. We
deserve better. We all do. Women have
been fighting to gain their rights for so
many years, although men have several
advantages that women cannot have. For
example, there are women who only leave
the house for work, or if they are told to go
outside by their husbands. They never
picked this lifestyle, this was decided for
them by their family. 

The lifestyle individuals have here isn’t
easy. Everyone, particularly women, has the
right to equality. Women’s rights permit
women to be autonomous and equally

treated. The freedom to vote, fair wages,
owning land and having a degree are
among the most common privileges
activists are fighting for. 

I read somewhere that women in the
US get paid less than men when they work
in the same job, same hours and put in the
same effort, but I don’t get why. There
hasn’t been any study or credible informa-
tion about how men are better than women
at everything. Every gender has its special-
ties, but no one’s better than the other at
everything. So the thing I don’t get is why
don’t we get our right to do what we want,
dress how we wish and get what we
deserve! 

One way we could fix this crisis is by
educating young girls and boys about this
topic by inserting equality lessons into
their curriculum. This may help educate
boys and girls about equality and how vio-
lence must be eliminated, and teaching
them how to respect the dignity of others. 

When we say “women’s rights”, we do
not imply that women are more relevant
than men! This is about EQUALITY.
Violence must be eliminated! Empowering
young girls and educating children on how
to respect the dignity of others... women’s
rights are HUMAN rights. Once we reform
the way our society works, every individ-
ual’s life will change, because society does
not live inside us. We live inside society.

‘Well, at least you have the second
semester to look forward to...’
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