
COLOMBO: Joe Root’s England will look to sweep
Sri Lanka in the second and final Test, starting Friday,
as they prepare to face an India side buoyed by their
sensational victory in Australia. England, who
resumed a tour that was halted in March by the
coronavirus pandemic, won the first Test in Galle by
seven wickets and start a four-Test series in India on
February 5.

India are riding high after Tuesday’s stunning win
in Brisbane, which snapped Australia’s 32-year
unbeaten streak at the Gabba and clinched the series
2-1. “If we can go into that series with a 2-0 win it
would do us a world of good for our confidence,”
said England coach Chris Silverwood. “All being well
by the time we get to India we’ll have hit our straps
fully and be ready to hit the first game hard.”

After skittling Sri Lanka for 135, England should
have strolled to victory with Root scoring 228 of
England’s first innings of 421. But Sri Lanka’s bats-
men put up fierce resistance in the second innings.
Stuart Broad, Sam Curran and Mark Wood led the
pace component of an attack that twice bowled out
Sri Lanka. 

But Silverwood said the team would rotate their
options for the second Test, also in Galle, with James
Anderson, Chris Woakes and Olly Stone also in the
squad. “Looking at what we’ve got in front of us with
a lot of Tests in India as well, it’s highly likely that
there will be rotation and rest within the seamers’
line-up,” Silverwood said. “There’s plenty of things
on the table at the moment, so we have to do what’s
best for the players and equally, making sure that
we’ve got the strongest balanced attack out there to
make sure we win the Test match as well.”

Moeen out
Silverwood confirmed that Moeen Ali, who is out

of isolation after testing positive for coronavirus, is
unlikely to play. England’s performance in the next
five Tests will decide the finalists of the inaugural

world Test championship.
They are currently ranked behind New Zealand,

India and Australia with the top two teams reaching
the final. England need a convincing series win to
stand a chance of going to Lord’s. Sri Lanka mean-
while are hoping to bounce back under stand-in cap-
tain Dinesh Chandimal, with regular skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne out with a broken finger.

Kusal Mendis was one of five players moved out
of the team’s biosecure ‘bubble’ for the second match
after being dismissed in Galle for his fourth Test duck
in five innings. Sri Lanka, who recently suffered a 2-0
Test loss in South Africa, are hoping to have pace-
man Suranga Lakmal fit for the final game. Spinners
including Lasith Embuldeniya, Dilruwan Perera and
Wanindu Hasaranga remain key on a Galle track
expected to favour the turning ball. 

Bangladesh wins
Shakib Al Hasan claimed four wickets for eight

runs in his international comeback to set up an easy
six-wicket victory for Bangladesh over West Indies
in the first one-day international in Dhaka yesterday.
Debutant pacer Hasan Mahmud also impressed with
the ball, picking up 3-28 as the hosts bowled out the
weakened tourists for 122 before racing to 125-4 in
33.5 overs.

Skipper Tamim Iqbal top-scored with 44 off 69
while all-rounder Shakib played his part with the bat,
hitting 19. Left-arm spinner Akeal Hosein took 3-26
to give the home batsmen some trouble but his effort
was not enough to defend the visitors’ meagre total.  

Mushfiqur Rahim and Mahmudullah Riyad were
unbeaten on 19 and nine runs respectively to com-
plete the win, helping Bangladesh take a 1-0 lead in
the three-match series. Opting to bowl first,
Bangladesh earlier wrapped up the West Indies
innings in 32.2 overs. “No complaints, we bowled
extremely well. Not just the spinners, but the pacers
as well,” said Tamim at the prize-giving ceremony.

West Indies captain Jason Mohammed said he
was disappointed with his side’s performance. “It
wasn’t easy to start on, but we didn’t have enough
guys getting partnerships and those who got starts
didn’t carry on,” he said. 

Mustafizur Rahman, who claimed 2-20, seized the
early momentum for Bangladesh, trapping Sunil
Ambris in front for seven in the second over. He
removed Joshua Da Silva for nine after a rain break
that halted play for nearly an hour. 

Playing his first international after a one-year
suspension, Shakib’s left-arm spin immediately
put pressure on the West Indies. He bowled Andre
McCarthy for 12 before West Indies’ stand-in

captain Jason Mohammed was stumped off his
bowling for 17. Nkrumah Bonner went for a duck
leg before wicket in Shakib’s next over to leave the
West Indies struggling at 56-5. Kyle Mayers hit 40
off 56 balls and added 59 runs with Rovman Powell
(28) for the seventh wicket to bring some
respectability to the visitors’ score.

Hasan’s pace removed Powell and Raymon Reifer
with successive deliveries to end the resistance. Off-
spinner Mehidy Hasan dismissed Mayers as the West
Indies lost their last five wickets for seven runs.
Shakib claimed the final wicket of Alzarri Joseph
(four). The second match of the series will be held at
the same venue on Friday. — AFP
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Sam Sunderland of Red Bull KTM Factory Team races during Rally Dakar in Saudi Arabia. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

England look to sweep
Sri Lanka as India await

Pro gamer retires at
25 after thumb injury
NEW YORK: Professional gamer Thomas
Paparatto has thanked fans for “an amazing run”
after a thumb injury forced him to throw in the towel
at the age of 25. Paparatto-who goes by the online
moniker ZooMaa-has played “Call of Duty” profes-
sionally for eight years.

But he said in a statement on Twitter on Tuesday
that an injury to his hand meant he was taking a step
back from gaming. “It breaks my heart to step away
from a game I put my heart and soul into every sin-
gle day for eight years,” he said, thanking fans for
their “confidence and support.” An earlier hand
injury that had required him to undergo surgery has
returned, Paparatto said, making it “really hard” for
him to continue to compete “against some of the
best players in the world.” 

“I don’t regret anything and I am grateful to have
had a long playing career doing what I love to do at
such a high level,” he added. Fellow members of the
New York Subliners-one of the world’s top Call of
Duty League (CDL) eSports teams-and other top
players tweeted their sadness at Paparatto’s early
retirement . “I’ll miss you brotha. Seriously, one of my
best friends in the whole scene,” three-time world
champion James “Clayster” Eubanks said. —AFP

DHAKA: West Indies’ Joshua Da Silva (R) tries to catch a ball during the first one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Bangladesh and West Indies at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP

Shakib stars in Bangladesh win over Windies

MINNEAPOLIS: In this file photo Thomas “ZooMaa”
Paparatto of the New York Subliners competes against
the London Royal Ravens during day two of the Call of
Duty League launch weekend at The Armory on January
25, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. — AFP

Indian cricket’s
unlikely heroes
NEW DELHI: After India ended
Australia’s 32-year unbeaten streak at
Brisbane’s Gabba ground to win the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy Test series, AFP
Sport looks at the injury-hit team’s
unlikely heroes:

Mohammed Siraj: Tragedy to triumph
Despite grieving his father, who died

just before the series, the 26-year-old
emerged as one of India’s new stars.
Thrust into the limelight after a succes-
sion of injuries to front-line bowlers,
Siraj rose to the challenge with a maiden
five-wicket haul in Brisbane, only his
third Test.

Siraj’s father, an auto-rickshaw driver
from the southern city of Hyderabad,
always dreamed of seeing his son play for
India, but he passed away on November
20. Siraj stayed in Australia and missed
his father’s last rites despite an offer to fly
back home. The image of Siraj welling up
when India’s national anthem was played
in Sydney went viral . “The boy has
become a man on this tour. Siraj, leader of
the attack in his first Test series and he

has led from the front,” said former India
opener Virender Sehwag.

Washington Sundar: Defiant on debut
Australia were in the driver’s seat after

they ran through India’s top-order on day
three. But in walked Sundar, a 21-year-old
Test debutant who hit a defiant half-cen-
tury. Sundar also took three wickets,
including the key scalp of Steve Smith.

Sundar became the toast of Indian
media and when his father was asked
about his son’s unusual name, he revealed
he had christened him after a friend who
helped the struggling family buy uniforms
and pay school fees.

He even bought books for Sundar and
took him on his bicycle for training. “My
mentor was called Washington. He helped
me a lot and I kept my son’s name after
him as a way to show my gratitude,”
Sundar’s father told local media.

Shardul Thakur: Ticket to ride
Playing his f irst Test of the tour,

Thakur steadied India with a valuable
123-run first-innings stand with Sundar
and also top-scored with 67. It was also
the third-highest score by an Indian num-
ber eight in Australia. Growing up in a vil-
lage in Maharashtra, Thakur, 29, had to
commute in crowded local trains for two-
and-a-half hours every day to chase his

cricketing dreams.  He would set out early
and return home late. For one year, he
stayed at his coach’s small apartment in
Mumbai because he could not afford any
other accommodation. “We didn’t take
any money from him. I got him admitted
in my school, and Shardul stayed with us
for a year,” said the coach, Dinesh Lad. 

Shubman Gill: Farming the strike
The opener from India’s agricultural

state of Punjab came in as a replacement
for Prithvi Shaw and struck 91 on the final
day to pave the way for India’s stunning
win. Gill, 21, spent a good amount of his
childhood in his home village and was
fascinated to see his grandfather, father
and uncles working in the fields. It was in
the sprawling fields that Gill started play-
ing cricket with farm hands bowling to
him. “I can tell you if he had not been a
cricketer, he would have become a farmer.
He still has an interest in farming,” said
his father, Lakhwinder.

Lakhwinder however said he felt his
son could have done better, underlining
the often huge expectations Indian par-
ents place on their children. “A century
would have been good for his confidence.
He was batting so well and I don’t know
why all of a sudden he played away from
his body,” he was quoted as saying in the
Times of India yesterday. — AFP

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
received Qadisiya Sports Club and
national football team player Hamad
Al-Enezi yesterday. Sheikh
Mubarak presented to Enezi a
memento on the occasion of his
retirement. Sheikh Mubarak’s sons

Sheikh Abdullah and Sheikh Ahmad
were present. Sheikh Mubarak
lauded the player’s contributions to
the club and national team, and
called upon him to continue his con-
tributions to Kuwait’s sports. Enezi
thanked Sheikh Mubarak for his
continued support of Kuwaiti youth. 

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah
honors retired footballer

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mubarak and his sons Abdullah and Ahmad present a memento
to Hamad Al-Enezi.


