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News in brief

Jobs linked to academic qualifications

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
has started checking the academic qualifications
of expats who wish to renew or transfer their
work permits through the activation of new des-
ignations based on Gulf job descriptions, Al-
Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday. The new
designations are within nine main items that
include legislators, senior employees and man-
agers, specialists, clerks, sales and services per-
sonnel in markets and shops, skilled workers in
agriculture, forestry, fish wealth and fishing, crafts
and related professions, machinery operators and
assembly laborers and workers in primary pro-
fessions. The new designations decide the job
titles of workers according to their academic
qualifications, be they university graduates or
laborers. The jobs of teachers, doctors and jour-
nalists will be linked to their qualifications.

Midterm break

KUWAIT: The midterm Arabic school holiday
starts on Sunday, January 24 and ends on
Wednesday, February 24, 2020, the Ministry of
Education announced. This period goes for
public and Arabic private schools, institutes, lit-
eracy schools, and special needs schools.

Whale in museum

KUWAIT: The education ministry has asked
the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and
Fish Resources to hand over the dead whale
that was recovered near Jaber Causeway
recently, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yes-
terday. Educational sources said the ministry
wants to display the whale at the educational
museum, adding that its carcass is seven meters
long and will be cut up for display for students
and museum visitors.

Security forces
prevent hashish
smuggling bid
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior
announced Tuesday that their criminal securi-
ty teams from the General Administration for
Drug Control had thwarted an attempt to
smuggle 25 kilograms of hashish into the
country through one of the country’s land
ports. The ministry’s Relations and Security
Media Department stated in a press statement
that ministry teams received information indi-
cating an attempt to bring narcotic substances
through land borders. Security forces immedi-
ately formed an investigation team, which col-
lected data and later confirmed the validity of
the information received, the statement said. 

The ministry added that legal permission
was obtained and coordinated with the
General Administration of Customs, and “upon
the arrival of the suspect at the port, he was
seized and the vehicle searched, including the
finding of 25 kilograms of narcotic hashish
substance was found hidden in the spare tire
and the interior of the vehicle,” the statement
noted. The ministry stated, “after confronting
the suspect with the information he acknowl-
edged and confessed that he used to bring
narcotic substances for the purpose of traf-
ficking. The statement said the “suspect and
the findings were referred to the General
Administration for Drug Control to take legal
measures against him and refer him to the
competent authorities.” — KUNA

Ministry says COVID-19 situation
stable as Kuwait lists 442 new cases

KUWAIT: The coronavirus situation in Kuwait is
“stable”, the Ministry of Health (MoH) Spokesman
Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said, but called for adhering
to the preventive measures to avoid a rise in cases.
Meanwhile, Kuwait listed 442 new coronavirus
infections and one virus-related death yesterday,
taking total infections and deaths to 159,264 and
951 respectively, the health
ministry said. This is slightly
up from the 440 infections
announced the previous
day, when two COVID-
related deaths were also
registered. In the meantime,
the total number of
COVID-19 patients who
have recovered from the
disease in Kuwait reached
152,420 after the ministry
announced 484 new recov-
eries yesterday.

The number of people hospitalized with the virus
stood yesterday at 5,893, with 54 of them in inten-
sive care units, according to ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad. He further revealed that 10,283
swab tests were conducted over the same period,

bringing the total up to 1,425,480. Dr Sanad went
on to urge the public to abide by health precau-
tions, mainly social distancing, to help limit the
spread of the virus. 

Vaccine demand
Speaking at a news conference on Tuesday, Dr

Sanad noted that the
number of people who are
eligible for coronavirus
vaccines at present hit
2,775,000 after excluding
those who are below 16
years. He hoped all people
could receive COVID-19
vaccines throughout the
year, pointing to the glob-
al competition of demand
for the vaccines. “We are
receiving vaccines peri-

odically through phases,” he said, hoping for get-
ting more doses in the next months to help those
who want vaccination.

The MoH has created an appropriate environ-
ment to store vaccines, in line with the standards set
by the manufacturers, he pointed out. No doses

have been damaged so far for any reason, he
stressed. Sanad extolled the role of the medical staff
working in the first line of defense against the coro-
navirus, recalling Dr Aisha Al-Awadhi who passed
from the coronavirus a few days ago. He prayed to
Allah to bestow mercy on her soul. — KUNA
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Jordan aspires to
increase Kuwait’s
$18bn businesses 
AMMAN: Jordanian Prime Minister Dr Bicher
Al-Khasawneh affirmed on Tuesday the
necessity of economic cooperation with the
State of Kuwait expressing Amman’s aspira-
tion to lure more Kuwaiti businesses, currently
in the range of $18 billion. The premier made
the remarks during his reception of the
Kuwaiti  Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-
Daihani, against backdrop of the recent par-

liament’s granting of confidence to the cabi-
net, where the two sides discussed means of
enhancing the cooperation in the economic
and business sectors. 

Daihani in a statement to the press after the
meeting quoted premier Khasawneh as laud-
ing the volume of the Kuwaiti investments in
Jordan; considered the largest among the Arab
and foreign businesses, estimating the Kuwaiti
investments’ value at $18 billion. Moreover,
Khasawneh noted during the meeting the
lucrative economic and legislative legislations
for entrepreneurs in general, Daihani said,
adding that necessity of activating bilateral
agreements was underlined during the session.
The Kuwaiti businesses cover the sectors of
tourism, industries, banks, communications,
realty and transports. — KUNA

Kuwait, Palestine
discuss boosting
sports cooperation
KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi and head of
Palestinian Higher Council for Youth and Sports Jibreel
Rjoub discussed on Tuesday means of boosting mutual
cooperation in sports and youth domains. Speaking in a
press statement after the meeting, Mutairi said that the two
sides affirmed their keenness on continuing to exchange vis-
its of sports delegations between the two countries. This is
based on the effective role of these delegations in develop-
ing the bilateral relations, he added. He pointed to the visit of
Palestinian national football team to Kuwait where they
played a friendly match against the Kuwaiti team. He
expressed his pride for strengthening sports ties between
the two countries. — KUNAAMMAN: Jordanian Prime Minister Dr Bicher Al-Khasawneh meets with Kuwaiti Ambassador to

Jordan Aziz Al-Daihani. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi meets with head of Palestinian
Higher Council for Youth and Sports Jibreel Rjoub. — KUNA


