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Gamma Game Hall
hosts first FIFA 21
Championship
KUWAIT: Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Esport
Club Abdullah Al-Ali and Secretary Faisal Abul
opened the first FIFA 21 Championship on Sunday
at the Gamma Game Hall in Salmiya with the partic-
ipation of 64 players and 12 volunteer organizers.
The games are broadcast live on Kuwait Esport
channels on YouTube: https://youtube.com/chan-
nel/UCuPtdOEGADdiD7Wv7HRBIHFQ  and
Twitch: https://twitch.tv/kuwaitesports.

The tournament is being broadcast live for
free, while some fans are allowed to attend in
person in accordance with health precautionary
measures. The club offers this unique service,
providing commentary in Arabic and English so
that fans can be familiar with the tournaments
and teams competing. The Gamma Game Hall is
one other largest in Kuwait, and is ready to host
the local FIFA 21 Championship matches. The hall
was well-prepared to receive the players in
upcoming matches.

WASHINGTON: Tom Brady threw for two touch-
downs and ran for another Sunday to lead the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers over New Orleans in the
NFL playoffs while defending Super Bowl champion
Kansas City withstood Patrick Mahomes suffering a
concussion to oust Cleveland.

Six-time Super Bowl champion Brady and a
defensive unit that forced four turnovers sparked
the visiting Bucs over the Drew Brees-led Saints
while Mahomes threw for one touchdown and ran
for another before exiting in the third quarter of the
Chiefs’ 22-17 triumph. “The defense was the key to
the game. It was huge,” Brady said. “Our defense
really balled out, got the turnovers we needed.”

Both winners advanced to within one game of
next month’s Super Bowl in Tampa, the Buccaneers
booking a date next Sunday at chilly Green Bay in
the NFC Championship game while the Chiefs will
host the Buffalo Bills in next Sunday’s AFC
Championship game.

Quarterbacks’ showdown
In his first Bucs season after 20 years in New

England, 43-year-old Brady beat 42-year-old Brees
in a duel of the all-time NFL passing yardage lead-
ers. That earned a showdown with star quarterback
Aaron Rodgers and the Packers, who lost 38-10 to
Tampa Bay in October. “It’s great for our team. We
worked hard to get to this point,” Brady said.
“We’re going to be playing a great football team.
Aaron Rodgers is playing incredible.”

Mahomes, last year’s Super Bowl Most Valuable
Player, completed 21-of-30 passes for 255 yards
but suffered a concussion when slammed to the turf
by Browns linebacker Mack Wilson. “When any of
our teammates go down, we all step up for one
another,” Chiefs receiver Tyrann Mathieu said. 

Mahomes must complete NFL concussion proto-
cols before he can return to face the Bills, who lost
to the Chiefs 26-17 in October. “He’s actually doing
very well. He’s feeling pretty good,” Chiefs coach

Andy Reid said. “He got hit in the back of the head
and kind of knocked the wind out of him and every-
thing else with it. He’s doing great right now... we’ll
see where it goes from here.”

At New Orleans, Brady drove the Bucs 61 yards
in 11 plays over 5:52 to set up Ryan Succop’s 36-
yard field goal and put Tampa Bay ahead 23-20 ear-
ly in the fourth quarter. Devin White, who already
had a fumble recovery, intercepted Brees on the
Saints’ next series to set up Brady’s 1-yard touch-
down run with 4:57 remaining to produce the final
margin.

Mike Edwards intercepted Brees for a fourth
Bucs takeaway with 4:17 left and Tampa Bay ran out
the clock. Brady completed 18-of-33 passes for 199
yards while Brees, who led New Orleans to a 2010
Super Bowl victory, completed 19-of-34 for 134
yards in what could be his NFL farewell. “He’s an
incredible player,” Brady said.

Wil Lutz kicked field goals of 23 and 42 yards to
put the Saints ahead, but the Bucs took a 10-6 lead
on Succop’s 26-yard field goal and a 3-yard touch-
down pass by Brady to Mike Evans. New Orleans
answered with a trick play 56-yard touchdown pass
from Jameis Winston to Tre’Quan Smith but
Succop’s 37-yard field goal ending the second
quarter pulled Tampa Bay level at 13-13.

Smith caught a 16-yard touchdown pass from
Brees 5:17 into the third quarter for a 20-13 Saints
lead. White recovered a fumble by Jared Cook to
set up Brady’s 6-yard touchdown pass to Leonard
Fournette — his 77th career playoff TD toss — to
equalize at 20-20, setting up the final drama.

‘HenneThingIsPossible’ 
At Kansas City, Baker Mayfield flipped a 4-yard

touchdown pass to Jarvis Landry to lift Cleveland
within 19-10 early in the third quarter. On Kansas
City’s next possession, Mahomes was slammed
down by Wilson and knocked out of the game. “I
pray you back next week,” Wilson tweeted after the

game. “Go be great like you have been.” In reply,
Mahommes tweeted: “All good brother!”

The Chiefs added a 33-yard Harrison Butker
field goal but Cleveland marched 75 yards on 18
plays in 8:17 and pulled within the final margin on
Kareem Hunt’s 3-yard touchdown run. After a Karl
Joseph interception ended a Chiefs drive, Kansas
City forced a Cleveland punt and the Chiefs ran
out the clock, thanks to a 13-yard run by reserve
quarterback Chad Henne and his 5-yard pass to
Tyreek Hil l  for a fourth-down conversion.

“HenneThingIsPossible,” Mahomes tweeted after
the victory.

“I’m proud of Chad and the way he handled
everything,” Reid said. Mahomes opened the scor-
ing on a 1-yard touchdown run and threw a 20-yard
touchdown pass to Travis Kelce for a 13-3 Chiefs’
lead. Butker field goals of 28 and 50 yards brought
a 19-3 halftime lead. “We hurt ourselves in the first
half and they capitalized,” Mayfield said. “We gave
it our all. It’s just unfortunate to come up short. It
sucks.” —AFP

Tampa Bay set for showdown with Rodgers-led Packers 

Brady-led Bucs advance while
Mahomes hurt in Chiefs win

KANSAS CITY: Quarterback Patrick Mahomes #15 of the Kansas City Chiefs is assisted by offen-
sive tackle Mike Remmers #75 after an injury from a sack that would remove Mahomes in the
third quarter of the AFC Divisional Playoff game against the Cleveland Browns at Arrowhead
Stadium on Sunday in Kansas City, Missouri. —AFP

Bulls overcome
Doncic’s historic
triple-double
LOS ANGELES: Lauri Markkanen
scored a team-high 29 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds as the Chicago
Bulls overcame a historic triple-dou-
ble from Luka Doncic to beat the
Dallas Mavericks 117-101 on Sunday.
Garrett Temple scored 17 of his 21
points in the first half as the Bulls
snapped a four-game losing streak.

The Bulls shot 50 percent in the
first half and led by 19 points at one
stage, en route to a 67-52 lead head-
ing into the third quarter. Slovenian
sensation Doncic finished with 36
points, 16 rebounds and 15 assists to
record his 29th career triple-double
to pass Michael Jordan and move into
15th spot on the all-time list.

A frustrated Doncic said the blame
for the loss rested squarely on his
shoulders because he played selfishly.
“The second half, I played terrible,”
Doncic said. “That’s on me, that game.
I was being selfish a little bit because
I had 30 points in the first half. That
wasn’t me in the second half. I’ve got
to do way better in the second half.
That’s just on me.”

Doncic shot 11-of-18 from the floor
in the first half. He finished with six
three-pointers. Doncic became only

the fourth player in NBA history to
record at least 35 points, 15 rebounds
and 15 assists in a game and the
youngest to do so. Oscar Robertson
did it five times. 

The Bulls had six players in dou-
ble-figure scoring as their bench
outscored the Mavericks reserves 61-
22. Chicago’s ball movement was out-
standing and their defense compiled a
season-high 14 steals. This was
Markkanen’s second game back after
missing seven because of COVID-19
protocols.

“I was a little short on my shot and
trying to get my legs back,” he said.
“Conditioning-wise, I feel pretty
good.” Kristaps Porzingis added 20
points and eight rebounds for Dallas
in his third game back since recover-
ing from offseason surgery on his
right knee.

Elsewhere, the New York Knicks
snapped their five-game NBA los-
ing streak in emphatic style, holding
the host Celtics to a season-low
total in a 105-75 blowout win. Julius
Randle scored 20 points and pulled
down 12 rebounds and RJ Barrett
added 19 points and 11 boards for
the Knicks, who spoiled the season
debut of  Celt ics  Al l-Star  guard
Kemba Walker, absent from the first
11 games with a left-knee injury.
Walker departed in the third quar-
ter with an apparent rib injury, but
said he was happy to be back. “It
felt really good to be out there,”
Walker said. “I kind of forgot how

good it feels to be out there.”
Jaylen Brown led the Celtics with

25 points as Eastern Conference
leader Boston remained without
Jayson Tatum, who remained in
COVID-19 quarantine. The Knicks
never trailed, pushing their lead to as
many as 11 in the first quarter and 15
in the second. They opened the sec-
ond half with a 10-0 scoring burst and
led by as many as 37 before it was
over.

Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau said
that, even as his team remained mired
in a losing streak, he liked what he

was seeing in practice. “I love the
approach and I love the attitude of the
guys we had today,” Thibodeau said.
“A lot of guys stepped up and played
really well today.”

Celtics coach Brad Stevens, mean-
while, said the game was not repre-
sentative of Boston. “We had a clunk-
er,” Stevens said. “You try to have as
few of those as you can.” Also, Zion
Williamson had 31 points and six
rebounds as the New Orleans Pelicans
overcame a 43-point performance by
Sacramento’s De’Aaron Fox to beat
the Kings 128-123. —AFP

DALLAS: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks shoots the ball during
the game against the Chicago Bulls on Sunday at the American Airlines
Center in Dallas, Texas. —AFP

Mattress, McDonald’s,
moaning: Tennis tactics
for Aussie isolation
MELBOURNE: From bitter social media posts to workouts
using mattresses as hitting partners, dozens of the world’s
best tennis players confined to Australian hotels for two
weeks are dealing with their confinement in contrasting
ways. The Australian Open in Melbourne has been delayed
three weeks until February 8 because of the coronavirus
pandemic, and has run into new problems this week.
Positive COVID-19 cases on three of 17 charter flights into
the country mean 72 players have been confined to their
rooms for the entire 14-day quarantine period. 

Others are allowed out, but only for five hours a day,
to train in bio-secure ‘bubbles’. It means players are hav-
ing to cope with some unusual problems and find some
creative solutions as they try to stay occupied and in
shape over two weeks of isolation.

New surfaces
World number 12 Belinda Bencic revealed her new

training method for quarantine, posting a video of her
practicing two-handed backhands against her hotel win-
dow. Her hotel neighbors may have had something to say
about the racket, but she seemed to have no problem with
her new glass training partner, which returned every shot.

“Wrong surface, but that doesn’t matter for us,” she
tweeted. Uruguayan star Pablo Cuevas, ranked 68th in the
world, used another clever hack for his backhand prac-
tice: a mattress turned vertically against the wall. “Yes, I’m
going crazy,” he wrote on Instagram. Instead of working
on shot technique, one player was pictured in his hotel
window lifting dumbbells over his head. 

Fast food fuel
Several players took to social media to complain

about the hotel food on offer. Europeans Fabio Fognini,
Pablo Correno Busta, Corentin Moutet and Marco
Cecchinato all posted their disapproval of the Aussie fare
served to their rooms. 

“Really?” asked Busta, alongside photographic evi-
dence of his culinary horror. Others chose to avoid the
quarantine menu altogether, throw their diet out of the
window, and order fast food to their room.  World number
28 Benoit Paire and world number 118 Damis Dzumhur —
who have racked up more than $10 million in career prize
money between them — posted pictures of their chosen
quarantine fuel: McDonald’s.

Vermin on video
Unlike other players, Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva

discovered that she was not alone in quarantine. The
world number 187 posted a video of a mouse running
around her hotel room and tweeted that she tried to move
to another room without success because of the strict
quarantine rules. She said the unwanted roommate was
the fault of the authorities who selected her quarantine
location. “They put me not in the nicest hotel like other
players!” she wrote.

‘Crazy’ complaints
While some of the quarantined players posted about

their revamped diets and training regimes, others showed
no love for their new surroundings. Austrian Philipp
Oswald called the two-week quarantine “crazy” and said
the new rules were “never communicated to us” before
the charters flights.

World number 71 Sorana Cirstea of Romania said she
would not have travelled to Australia if there was a
chance of hard quarantine. “I have no issues to stay 14
days in the room watching Netflix. What we can’t do is
COMPETE after we have stayed 14 days on a couch,” she
tweeted.

Wise counsel
Many social media users have derided the players,

accusing them of being entitled for moaning about
their free stay while thousands of Australians remain
stranded abroad. Former tennis player and coach
Roger Rasheed offered them some words of wisdom
instead.

“You can create a program in your hotel room,
which will be quite physical and demanding,” he wrote
in a commentary Sunday for Melbourne’s daily news-
paper ‘The Age’. Rasheed said the players’ condition-
ing should have been sorted beforehand, and called on
those complaining online to be more positive about
their confinement. “The players are lucky to come to a
country with strict health measures... and should be
grateful they can play a grand slam during the pan-
demic,” he concluded. —AFP

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Esport
Club Abdullah Al-Ali and Secretary Faisal Abul with
club members.

Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Esport  Club
Abdullah Al-Ali and Secretary Faisal Abul with
Gamma Game representative Hussein Al-Shehri.

ADELAIDE: Men’s world number one tennis player
Novak Djokovic of Serbia gestures from his hotel bal-
cony in Adelaide yesterday, one of the locations where
players have quarantined for two weeks upon their
arrival ahead of the Australian Open tennis tourna-
ment in Melbourne. —AFP


