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Biden plans swift 
action but Trump 
trial threatens unity
WASHINGTON: Joe Biden has promised quick action
to address the coronavirus pandemic and boost the
ailing US economy once he takes office tomorrow, but
his goal of uniting the divided country could be under-
mined by the Senate impeachment trial of Donald
Trump. The president-elect has promised to immedi-
ately reverse some of Trump’s more controversial
moves, and he can do so by executive action. He has
vowed to return “on Day One” to the Paris climate
agreement. Trump in 2017 announced plans to with-
draw from the international accord, prompting global
recriminations.

And Biden has said he will also immediately end
Trump’s controversial ban on travel from several
Muslim-majority countries, an early action widely
decried as Islamophobic.  The start of the Biden era
promises to be busy: An official statement Saturday
promised a burst of action in his first 10 days, with
“dozens” of executive actions and directives to follow.

But while Biden can make the consequential
changes on the Paris accord and the travel ban with
the stroke of a pen, the Senate impeachment trial
seems sure to slow his efforts to galvanize the
response to COVID-19 and to revive the nation’s
stumbling economy. The lower House of
Representatives impeached Trump on a charge of
inciting insurrection after he encouraged the January 6
protest that led to the violent storming of the US
Capitol. Trump’s first impeachment trial, in January
2020 over his efforts to pressure Ukraine to help him
discredit Biden, lasted 21 days. A trial of similar length
now would crimp Biden’s ambitious plans for his first
100 days, but he has expressed confidence, based on
his 36 years in the Senate, that the chamber can do
two things at once.

“I hope that the Senate leadership will find a way
to deal with their constitutional responsibilities on
impeachment while also working on the other urgent
business of this nation,” he said after the House vot-
ed for impeachment. Biden suggested that the
Senate, under Democratic control beginning tomor-
row, might spend half-days on the trial and devote
the rest of its time to hearings to confirm Biden’s
cabinet, a pressing priority.  Those hearings begin
Tuesday, in a Capitol that has taken on an almost
wartime aspect after the chaos of January 6, as
thousands of police and National Guardsmen block
streets and provide protection. —AFP

Biden team braces for historic inauguration
Washington under watch of thousands of troops; pro-Trump protests fizzle out
WASHINGTON: President-elect Joe Biden’s top advi-
sors on Sunday outlined his plans to tackle the nation’s
multiple crises while balancing the impeachment trial of
Donald Trump, as an historic inauguration week opens
in the United States. Washington was under the watch
of thousands of National Guard troops and ringed with
security barriers ahead of Biden’s swearing in tomor-
row, in a nation still rattled by the January 6 attack on
the Capitol.

Pro-Trump protests planned at state capitols nation-
wide got off to a quiet start with only small groups of
armed demonstrators gathering in states including Ohio,
Texas, Oregon and Michigan. “The events of the past
few weeks have proven just how damaged the soul of
America has been and how important is to restore it.
That work starts on Wednesday,” Biden’s incoming chief
of staff Ron Klain told CNN. “We’re inheriting a huge
mess here, but we have a plan to fix it.”

As the president-elect prepares to take power in a
city where only two weeks earlier Trump supporters
launched a violent attempt to overturn the election,
Biden faces overlapping crises: not only the pandemic
but a struggling economy, climate change and racial ten-
sions. Biden wants the Congress to act quickly on a
massive, $1.9-trillion stimulus package to revive the

economy, and he plans a blitz to accelerate America’s
stumbling COVID vaccine rollout.

His target of seeing 100 million doses of coron-
avirus vaccine injected within his first 100 days in
office is “absolutely” achievable, top US scientist
Anthony Fauci told NBC on Sunday. “The feasibility of
his goal is absolutely clear, there’s no doubt about it,”
said Fauci, who will be Biden’s chief advisor on the
virus, as he was Trump’s.

Shadow of uncertainty 
But the coming Senate impeachment trial-an

unprecedented second for Trump-casts a shadow over
Biden’s path forward. Democratic congressional leaders
Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer have yet to say when
the trial will begin. 

“I don’t think there’s any promised date when
Speaker Pelosi is going to present the articles of
impeachment,” Dick Durbin, a Democratic leader in the
Senate, told CNN.  “We understand, under the
Constitution, we have a responsibility to act as quickly
as possible.”

Biden has said he hopes the Congress can deal with
that stark distraction even while advancing his aggres-
sive agenda. Adding to the uncertainty is a badly riven

Republican Party-divided over Trump’s false assertions
that he won November’s election, his fanning of emo-
tions ahead of the deadly Capitol invasion, and on the
future direction of the party.

‘Socialized policy’ 
One frequent Trump confidant, Senator Lindsey

Graham, warned Sunday on Fox News’ Sunday Morning
Futures that Republicans may not offer Biden much of a
grace period, if any-saying the president-elect might be
trying to move too far too fast. “I think we are going to
have in the first hundred days by the Biden administra-
tion the most aggressive socialized policy effort in the
history of the country,” he said.

He added, “No good comes from impeaching
President Trump (when he is) out of office.” But Klain
repeated Biden’s affirmation that the Senate-con-
trolled only narrowly by Democrats-could handle
both an impeachment trial and the new Biden agenda.
He added Biden would be able to take a flurry of
execut ive act ions-requir ing no congress ional
approval-as early as Wednesday afternoon. They will
include returning the country to the Paris climate
accord and ending the travel ban on some mainly
Muslim countries.

A muted celebration 
Plans for the inauguration-in normal times a bracing,

even joyous, tribute to peaceful transition-had already
been scaled down out of pandemic concerns. Fears of
new violence by unyielding Trump supporters after the
January 6 riot have cast a further pall. Thousands of
National Guard troops were filling downtown
Washington, the normal crowd has been banned, and
streets have been blocked with heavy trucks and concrete
barriers. A 22-year-old Virginia man was arrested near
the Capitol complex Sunday carrying a pistol, three high-
capacity magazines and dozens of rounds of unregistered
ammunition, the Washington Post reported.

US media reported small numbers of armed protesters
outside state capitol buildings including in Texas,
Michigan and Kentucky, overseen by large security
deployments.

“This will be an inaugural like no other, in large part
because of Covid,” Vice President-elect Kamala Harris
said in an interview aired Sunday on CBS.  “But we are
going to get sworn in. And we’re going to do the job we
were hired to do.” Klain warned that the nation could
reach a total of 500,000 Covid-19 deaths sometime next
month. The toll on Sunday surpassed 397,000, according
to a tally from Johns Hopkins University. —AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Members of the US National Guard stand watch at the US Capitol in Washington, DC on Sunday during a nationwide protest called by anti-government and far-right groups supporting US President Donald Trump and his
claim of electoral fraud in the November 3 presidential election. —AFP

Meet the Bidens: 
America’s new 
‘first family’
WASHINGTON:  President-elect Joe Biden and his
wife Jill will become the new White House residents
when he takes office tomorrow. Biden has made his
family a major focus throughout his career, and his
2020 presidential campaign thrust them fully into the
spotlight-with some members causing controversy
but others breaking barriers. Here is a look at the
members of America’s new “first family.”

The First Lady 
Jill Biden, an educator, is set to transform her new

role before she even moves into the White House.
While first ladies traditionally only fulfill ceremonial
duties, “Dr B,” as her students call her, intends to keep
her full-time job as an English professor. As first lady,
Jill is expected to work on education issues and
relaunch Joining Forces, a mission to rally around mili-
tary families that she and predecessor Michelle
Obama started in 2011.

The Bidens met in 1975, a few years after the
Delaware senator had faced the unthinkable-his
young wife and daughter were ki l led in a car
crash. Biden often says his second wife “put us

back together.”
The couple  wed in  1977, and she  became

“Mom” to his sons Hunter and Beau, who survived
the car  accident . They a lso have a  daughter,
Ashley, together.

While raising her family, Jill, 69, also earned two
Master’s degrees, and would eventually earn a doctor-
ate in education. She supported her husband through
his three previous presidential bids and was one of his
most vocal advocates and tireless campaigners during
his most recent run.

The First Children 
Biden has often spoken about how his relationship

with his sons helped him cope with grieving as he
built his political career, as well as when he married
Jill. For years, while working as a senator, he commut-
ed by train two hours each way between the family
home in Delaware and Washington in order to be
there for Hunter and Beau.

Beau was seen as inheriting his father’s public
service ethos and political skills. He served in the mili-
tary in Iraq and became Delaware’s attorney general.
But Beau died of brain cancer in 2015 at age 46, less
than two years after he was diagnosed. Biden refers to
his late son often in political speeches, and he regular-
ly visits Beau’s grave, as well as those of his first wife
and daughter.

Biden’s other son, Hunter, has stayed farther from
the spotlight. He struggled with alcohol and drug
addiction, and was discharged from the Navy Reserve

in 2014 after a positive test for cocaine.
He became a regular focus of Donald Trump’s

attacks ahead of the November 3 vote for his business
dealings in Ukraine and China. Hunter, 50, now an
artist based in Los Angeles, has admitted to displaying
“poor judgment” in some of his business dealings, but
denied any wrongdoing.

Biden, however, has been unwavering in his support
for his son. During the final presidential debate, when
Trump mocked Hunter’s cocaine use, the former vice
president simply said: “I’m proud of him. I’m proud of
my son.” —AFP

WILMINGTON, Delaware: US President-elect Joe Biden (cen-
ter) with his wife Jill Biden and members of their family
salute the crowd on stage after delivering remarks in
Wilmington, Delaware in this November 7, 2020 file photo.

Trailblazer Kamala 
Harris: America’s 
first woman VP
WASHINGTON: Kamala Harris will shatter one of the
highest glass ceilings tomorrow when she takes the
oath of office as America’s first woman vice president,
blazing a trail in the most diverse White House ever. As
running mate to incoming president Joe Biden, she
helped bring Donald Trump’s turbulent rule to an end,
rapping him during the campaign for his chaotic han-
dling of the COVID-19 pandemic, last year’s unrest
over racial injustice and his crackdown on immigration.

Harris, 56, enters the post already forging a
unique path, as California’s first Black attorney gen-
eral and the first woman of South Asian heritage
elected to the US Senate.

As vice president, she will be a heartbeat away
from leading the United States. With Biden, 78,
expected to serve only a single term, Harris would be
favored to win the Democratic nomination in 2024,
giving her a shot at more history-making-as

America’s first female president.
“While I may be the first woman in this office, I

won’t be the last,” Harris said in a speech on November
7, her first after US networks projected Biden and
Harris as the winners over Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence. Trump bitterly contested the results, ped-
dling the lie that the Democrats only won due to mas-
sive election fraud. During the campaign he routinely
attacked Harris, branding her a “monster” after her
October vice presidential debate with Pence. When
asked about it my reporters, Harris curtly dismissed the
president: “I don’t comment on his childish remarks.”

While Harris pushed back fiercely during the cam-
paign, in the past two months she rose above the fray,
pivoting to plans she and Biden are unveiling to help
struggling families and fix a reeling economy.

“The first 100 days of the Biden-Harris administra-
tion will focus on getting control of this pandemic-
ensuring vaccines are distributed equitably and free
for all,” she tweeted Tuesday.

The decider 
While the vice president’s job is often seen as cere-

monial, Harris will also be thrust into the powerful role
of ultimate decider in the US Senate. Thanks to two
shock Democratic run-off victories this month in
Georgia, the Senate will be evenly split, 50 Democrats

and 50 Republicans.
That means Harris may spend considerable time on

Capitol Hill acting as the tie-breaking vote on legisla-
tion on anything from judicial nominees to Biden’s $1.9
trillion stimulus plan. —AFP

Two handout photo obtained on January 12, 2021 courtesy
of Vogue, of US Vice President-elect Kamala Harris in a
Michael Kors Collection suit (left) and against colors
inspired by those of her Howard university sorority, Alpha
Kappa Alpha, Kamala Harris (right) as she wears a Donald
Deal jacket and Converse sneakers on the February 2021
cover of Vogue magazine. —AFP


