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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A boat docked near Qaruh Island’s shore. —Photo by Md Jahidul Islam (NOTE: you are invited to send your high resolution, unedited and
horizontal photos to local@kuwaittimes.com to be featured in the ‘Photo of the Day’ section. Make sure to include your name and Instagram
account if available)
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Kuwait reports
467 new COVID
cases, one death
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health
announced yesterday recording 467 new infection
cases with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) dur-
ing the past 24 hours, raising the caseload to
158,244. The ministry’s official spokesperson Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad said that there was a single
death registered during the same period, putting the
death toll at 948. The ministry had earlier reported
that 354 patients had recovered during the same
period, raising total recoveries to 151,496. There
were 56 patients in ICUs as of yesterday, Dr Sanad
said, adding that the total number of patients
remaining under treatment stood at 5,800. Health
workers conducted 8,807 swab tests during the
same period, as the overall count of such examina-
tions reached 1,406,352. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi
affirmed on the importance of “the patronage by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to the Excellence and Creativity Youth
Award, which is annually supervised by the Ministry
of State for Youth Affairs. In a statement to the press
Sunday, the minister said such patronage reflects on
His Highness’s interest in supporting and caring for
distinguished Kuwaiti youths. The minister made his
remarks, after chairing a meeting of the supreme
committee for the award, which was held at the
Ministry of Youth headquarters, noting that the award
includes 10 important areas for the development of
the nation. The minister added this year’s version of
the competition witnessed high-level of youth partici-
pations. Mutairi said the meeting reviewed the plan of
the committee and the mechanism followed in
announcing the winners of the current version, which
will be full of distinguished youth cadres who have
made distinguished contributions.  —KUNA

Ministry prepares for youth excellence, creativity award

KUWAIT: Information Minister and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi chairs the
meeting. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Dasman Diabetes Institute, of the
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences, announced yesterday singing a cooper-
ation agreement with the World Health
Organization (WHO), which aims to provide
advanced training to raise diabetes healthcare
standards in primary care centers in Kuwait.
Director General of the center, Dr Qais Al-
Duwairi, said in a statement to the press that
WHO’s desire to cooperate with the institute
comes from its efforts in researching, treating dia-
betes and its complications and spreading aware-
ness about ways to prevent it over the past years.
The agreement aims to establish an effective elec-
tronic platform about diabetes research and
awareness, to enhance public awareness about
diabetes and its complications, and to make
efforts to reduce the prevalence and incidence of
diabetes , he said . I t  a lso a ims to conduct
researches, administrative and medical activities
on diabetes to achieve the Institute’s mission, in
addition to provide advanced and specialized
training methodologies , he added. Dasman

Diabetes Inst i tute is  making remarkable
progress, especially in the field of research and
publishing a large number of studies in presti-
gious and refereed international journals, and it
pays great attention to scientific research in the
first place.  —KUNA

Patients Helping
Fund, GSK announce
patient support program
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Patients Helping Fund
Society (KPHFS) and global science-led health-
care company GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) announced
yesterday the launch of a new program - Nesma -
to support severe asthma patients by providing
them with GSK-subsidized medicines as covered
under the agreement.

For patients whose asthma medication is not
covered by their public or private health insurance
plan, accessing treatment can be a struggle.
Through Nesma, underprivileged patients in
Kuwait will now have access to these treatments.

Severe asthma is the most serious and life-
threatening form of asthma. Most people with
asthma can manage their symptoms well with stan-
dard medicines, such as preventer inhalers and
reliever inhalers. However, those with severe asth-
ma often struggle to manage their symptoms even
with high doses of asthma medicines, requiring
increased medical attention and care.

“Imagine your chest tightening up and you
beginning to wheeze, not being able to breathe.
Having severe asthma can be a very scary experi-
ence. On top of that, imagine if you also need to
worry about having access to the right medication.
Support programs can truly change the life of
patients, enabling them to take control of their
condition and ultimately their life,” explained Dr

Mona Al-Ahmad, President of Kuwait society of
allergy and clinical immunology and head of aller-
gy department at Al-Rashed allergy center.

“We encourage such initiatives that aim to alle-
viate the challenges that the patients face through
anchoring our vision which revolves around actu-
ating partnerships between associations, institu-
tions, and various stakeholders to facilitate the
patients access and play a key role is spreading
the awareness about the diseases in Kuwait.
Nesma program is an embodiment to what I men-
tioned and will contribute to supporting the eligi-
ble patients,” said Mohammad Al-Sharhan,
Chairman of the KPHFS. “Severe asthma repre-
sents a serious public health burden, and we are
very happy to offer a solution that eases patients’
suffering from this condition.”

“Finding ways to transform the life of asthma
patients through ground-breaking treatments has
always been a top research priority at GSK. For as
long as patients are suffering from the disorder, we
are committed to helping them do more, feel bet-
ter, live longer today, tomorrow and the day after.
We are very excited to launch this patient support
program, alongside the KPHFS, so that underprivi-
leged patients in Kuwait can live a full and normal
life,” said Belal Ghattas, GSK Country Manager -
Kuwait. 

Leading healthcare access company Axios
International, has been retained to administer the
program and determine participant eligibility.
Severe asthma patients interested in the program
are advised to discuss their eligibility with their
physicians who have been briefed on details of the
program.

Dasman Institute, WHO sign cooperation 
deal to raise healthcare standards

The Dasman Diabetes Institute.


