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then-empty embassy. Following the demonstra-

tion, 18 repatriation flights operated via neutral 
Oman to comply with Cairo’s ban on direct air traf-
fic.  A Qatar Airways plane was due to also make 
the trip to Cairo later yesterday. 

Flights between Doha and Saudi Arabia, which 

has also opened its land border to Qatar, resumed 
on Jan 11. The row complicated regional travel, 
divided families and raised costs faced by Qatari 
businesses. Mustafa Ahmed, 38, an Egyptian techni-
cal engineer, said he was “very happy”. “With direct 
flights, life will be easier, especially for families and 
children, avoiding the torment of changing airports 
and planes and waiting for hours for transit flights,” 
he told AFP. 

Egyptians in Qatar work in a number of sectors 
including education, healthcare and engineering. 
Thousands of Qatar’s majority-expatriate workforce, 
however, have lost their jobs as a result of a down-
turn caused by the coronavirus epidemic. — AFP 

Egypt, UAE  
resume direct...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 by the security forces”. Defense ministry 

spokesman Mohamed Zikri meanwhile said the 
army has deployed reinforcements in several areas 
of the country.  

Hayouni said that some of those arrested lobbed 
stones at police and clashed with security forces. 
“This has nothing to do with protest movements 
that are guaranteed by the law and the constitu-
tion,” said Hayouni. “Protests take place in broad 
daylight normally... without any criminal acts 
involved,” he added. 

Hayouni said two policemen were wounded in 
the unrest. It was not immediately clear if there 
were injuries among the youths and Hayouni did 
not say what charges those arrested faced. The 
clashes took place in several cities across Tunisia, 
mostly in working-class neighborhoods, with the 
exact reasons for the disturbances not immedi-
ately known. 

But it came as many Tunisians are increasingly 
angered by poor public services and a political 
class that has repeatedly proved unable to govern 
coherently a decade on from the 2011 revolution. 
GDP shrank by nine percent last year, consumer 

prices have spiraled and one third of young people 
are unemployed. The key tourism sector, already on 
its knees after a string of deadly jihadist attacks in 
2015, has been dealt a devastating blow by the 
pandemic. Tunisia has registered more than 
177,000 coronavirus infections, including over 
5,600 deaths since the pandemic erupted last year. 
The four-day lockdown ended on Sunday night, but 
it was not immediately known if other restrictions 
would be imposed. 

The army has deployed troops in Bizerte in the 
north, Sousse in the east and Kasserine and Siliana 
in central Tunisia, the defense ministry spokesman 
said. Sousse, a coastal resort overlooking the 
Mediterranean, is a magnet for foreign holidaymak-
ing that has been hit hard by the pandemic. The 
health crisis and ensuing economic misery have 
pushed growing numbers of Tunisians to seek to 
leave the country. 

On Sunday evening in Ettadhamen, a restive 
working-class neighborhood on the edge of the 
Tunisian capital, the mood was somber. “I don’t see 
any future here,” said Abdelmoneim, a waiter, as 
the unrest unfolded around him. He blamed the vio-
lence on the country’s post-revolution political 
class and said the rioting youths were “bored ado-
lescents” who reflected the “failure” of politicians. 
Abdelmoneim said he was determined to take a 
boat across the Mediterranean to Europe “as soon 
as possible, and never come back to this miserable 
place”. — AFP 
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His coops have been surrounded by makeshift 

trenches to keep infected chickens from escaping, 
as veterinarians in white suits examine the remain-
ing flock. 

The outbreak of avian influenza in the northern 
province of Salahaddin began on Thursday. By 
Friday, at least 60,000 chickens had contracted it, 
the governor announced. But Samarra’s chicken 
farmers say their losses have been much higher. 
“We lost nearly 190,000 chickens,” Hamash said. 
Another farmer, Fuad Barhan, claimed authorities 
had not been able to support all the coops. “We 
went to the health ministry and they didn’t give us 
anything. The vaccine, H5, is not available. So the 
chickens are just left to die,” he said. 

Iraq’s agriculture ministry yesterday said the 
chickens had been contaminated by wild foreign 

fowl. “Chickens were isolated, shops were sterilized 
and we cordoned off the area. Of course we took 
measures to limit the entry of any Samarra chicken 
into other provinces,” ministry spokesman Hameed 
Nayef said. Not much more could be done, he told 
AFP. “There is no vaccine for avian flu in Iraq 
because the disease does not spread every year. 
Last year, we did not see an outbreak, while two 
years ago, it was much bigger than this year,” Nayef 
added.  

Agriculture represents one in five jobs in Iraq 
and five percent of GDP, otherwise dominated by 
the oil sector. Historically low crude prices last year 
and the ongoing novel coronavirus pandemic 
caused an unprecedented fiscal crisis for the coun-
try, where poverty rates are set to double. There 
had been one silver lining: With imports down, local 
egg production skyrocketed from 11 million eggs at 
the start of 2020 to 17 million by the summer, 
according to the agriculture ministry.  

Those numbers will likely be slashed. Fearing the 
spread of avian flu, authorities in the autonomous 
Kurdish region in the north of the country have 
banned chicken imports from the south and closed 
down their own chicken farms. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah separately received His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah at Seif Palace yesterday. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education hopes to 
launch a comprehensive vaccination campaign as it 
remains optimistic of chances to return students 
back to school by the beginning of the second 
semester in March. The ministry is coordinating in 
this regard with the health ministry, who ultimately 
has the final say on when students can go back to 
school, and ending the online teaching experience 
one year after its imple-
mentation following the 
novel coronavirus out-
break. 

In this regard, Minister 
of Education and Minister 
of Higher Education Dr Ali 
Al-Mudhaf yesterday 
chaired a meeting of the 
joint committee between 
the education and health 
ministries to discuss a 
proposal for a gradual 
return plan to schools for the second semester of 
the 2020-21 academic year in light of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

During the meeting, Mudhaf stressed that 
should in-class teaching return, the education min-
istry will cooperate with the health ministry and 
observe all health standards and requirements at 
schools in a way that guarantees the safety of stu-
dents, the educational and administrative staff, the 
Ministry of Education said in a press statement. 

He explained that the meeting discussed a pro-
posal for a gradual return to schools and the 
process of taking appropriate measures in this 
regard, including seeking to launch a comprehen-
sive vaccination campaign at the beginning of the 
second semester. Decisions to regulate and lunch 
this campaign will be discussed and agreed upon 
during a Cabinet meeting, the minister explained. 

Meanwhile, Acting 
Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Education, 
Assistant Undersecretary 
for Educational 
Development and 
Activities Faisal Al-
Maqseed said that yes-
terday’s meeting is “the 
first of its kind between 
the education and health 
ministries to coordinate 
on the topic of a gradual 

return to schools for the second semester.” 
Maqseed added that during the meeting, the 

education ministry’s plan for returning to schools 
was reviewed and many health requirements were 
set in the event of a return to in-class teaching, or 
even in case the online education process contin-
ues until the end of the academic year. 

“A recommendation was made to form teams 
at educational zones to coordinate with health 
officials and carry out field studies to come up 

Ministry seeks vaccination drive to 
resume in-class teaching in Kuwait

Education, health ministries coordinate on safe back to school plan

Observing 
all health 
standards in 
schools

with the best environment to allow for students’ 
return to classes,” he said, adding that this topic 

will be discussed in more detail during a meeting 
next week. 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday reported a sharp 
drop in executions in 2020. The Saudi government’s 
Human Rights Commission (HRC) said it documented 
27 executions in 2020, a decrease of 85 percent over 
the previous year due in part to a moratorium on the 
death penalty for drug-related offences. 

“The Commission welcomes this news as a sign that 
the kingdom and its justice system are focusing more 
on rehabilitation and prevention than solely on punish-
ment,” HRC president Awwad Alawwad said in a state-
ment. “The moratorium on drug-related offences 
means the kingdom is giving more non-violent crimi-
nals a second chance.” 

Saudi Arabia put 184 people to death in 2019, 
according to Amnesty International, which said it was 
the highest number ever recorded in a single year in 
the kingdom. Britain-based campaign group Reprieve 

reported 25 executions in Saudi Arabia in 2020, saying 
it was the lowest figure since it began monitoring exe-
cutions in 2013 but cautioned that the number could 
increase this year. 

“The decline can partly be attributed to the 
COVID-19 lockdown from February to April, when the 
government carried out no executions due to restric-
tions to control the virus,” Reprieve said in a state-
ment. “However, there is reason to believe that the 
number of executions will rise in 2021. “The govern-
ment recommenced executions at an increased rate in 
the final quarter of 2020: approximately one-third of 
all executions last year were carried out in December 
alone.” 

Yesterday’s announcement by the HRC follows a 
string of judicial reforms in 2020. Last April, the HRC 
said the kingdom was ending the death penalty for 
those convicted of crimes committed while aged under 
18. Citing a royal decree, the HRC said individuals con-
victed as minors would receive a prison sentence of no 
more than 10 years in a juvenile detention facility. 

Last April, the HRC also announced Saudi Arabia 
was abolishing court-ordered floggings, in a move 
welcomed by campaigners. The changes underscore a 
push by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to mod-
ernize the ultraconservative kingdom. — AFP 
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DOHA: An Air Arabia Airbus A320 aircraft is seen taxiing at Hamad International Airport yesterday. — AFP 


