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Like all entertainers, David Crosby-the
mustachioed co-founder of both the
seminal folk rock band The Byrds

and the supergroup Crosby, Stills and
Nash (and Young) — had a disappointing
2020 that saw the pandemic ground tours
and thwart live performance. But the two-
time Rock and Roll Hall of Famer, song-
writer and prominent Twitter personality
has tried to make the most of it, working
on a screenplay and new songs, catch-
ing up on music from jazz to bluegrass,
and dreaming up a European museum
tour for when it’s safe to travel again.

The 79-year-old is an adept social
media user, dropping quippy tweets on
everything from the music business to
blasts of the Donald Trump administra-
tion, also praising climate activist Greta
Thunberg and regularly critiquing his fol-
lowers’ joint rolling skills. The following
are excerpts from an interview, edited for
length and clarity, with Crosby, who
spoke to AFP via video chat from his
California home. What have you been up
to since Covid-19 began spreading? I’m
writing a screenplay... but I got an email
from the producer this morning telling me
to stop talking about it. I’ve also been
writing (songs).

Normally, as you get older, you sort of
peter out. You write less. You may write
better, but you write less. You kind of
fade out. I started writing with other peo-
ple, my son James, notably. Who is, if
anything, better than me. Which is saying
something-I’m a good songwriter. I write
with a number of friends of mine... the
other person always thinks of something
you didn’t, which is a marvel. It’s just
wonderful. It’s like if you’re a painter, and
you have a palette in your hand, you’ve
got like seven colors-and the other guy’s
got seven other colors! So it’s a better
painting.

That has extended my life as a writer
tremendously. I just finished a record that
I haven’t put out yet and I think I’m going
to start another one, because we have
more songs. I just love making music.  Do
you think touring will reboot any time

soon? Sure. It’s a huge business and
there are enormous amounts of money
being lost, so you know there’s a bunch
of people trying to fix it. Live Nation, for
instance, the big player.

I don’t think they’re going to have a lot
of success; I’ll tell you why. First of all, a
lot of people won’t take the vaccine.
MAGA-hatted Trump supporters... not
sensible people. They’re not going to do
the right thing... that’s a problem. But if
enough people are vaccinated, then
they can sit in a regular audience and
we don’t have to have masks and we
can see their faces and we can have
them sitting next to each other. That, I
can play to. Obviously income is a fac-
tor, but what is it you miss most about
performing? What I do isn’t just guitar
playing and singing. I’m not the best at
either one of those. 

What I’m really good at is breaking the
fourth wall. Taking you on a little trip.
Making you laugh, so then I can make
you cry. That’s my job.  I can’t do that to a
windshield. I can’t do it to a face mask. I
can’t do it to people sitting in pods. I’ve
got to have a real audience, and I can’t
do it any other way. Otherwise, we can’t
communicate the words outwards, the
ideas that we’re trying to tell you. We
can’t take you on the little emotional voy-
ages that we’re trying to take you on. Do
you have any fears, health wise, about
touring again?

It wouldn’t stop me. I’d be cautious,
but I want to sing so badly. I love what I
do. You two have had differences in
recent years, but do you think there’s a
chance we’ll see a David Crosby-Neil
Young reunion ever again? No. I think it’s
done. I think CSNY was a very good
thing, and I’m very proud of it. And I think
it’s very finished. You’re a long time
activist-how did you feel watching the
recent storming of the Capitol by Trump
supporters? Disgusted. 

I believe very much in democracy...
(it’s) the only thing that gives the little guy
a shot.  What you’ve seen in the United
States is the result of people who don’t
value democracy-they value power. And
our current president is a very low kind of
person. He’s not a fully developed
human being. He’s not very bright. He’s
a very, very greedy, very vindictive, very
awful human being. And he’s done a
great deal of harm to our democracy.
We’re going through an agonizing thing. I
think democracy will win in the long run. I
think there are a whole lot of us
Americans who believe in it and are will-
ing to sacrifice for it and keep fighting for
it. I have to believe that to keep going-to
keep my head up. — AFP 

The pandemic has left the perform-
ance industry reeling but music
publishing, a normally under-the-

radar side of the business, is roaring
thanks to a frenzy of high-profile music
catalog sales.  The royalty streams of
songwriting copyright portfolios can
prove lucrative for the long haul, and
increasingly are enticing investors even
as other industries tank under the pan-
demic’s weight. In many cases, the trans-
actions have come at staggering prices:
Bob Dylan sold his full publishing catalog
for a reported sum of $300 million to
Universal Music Publishing Group, while
Stevie Nicks of Fleetwood Mac sold a
majority stake in her catalog reportedly
for $100 million.

Neil Young and the duo behind
Blondie inked deals for undisclosed
amounts, as did Shakira. Lindsey
Buckingham and Mick Fleetwood, both
also of Fleetwood Mac, each recently
announced sales that include publishing
copyrights to hits including the 1977 song
“Dreams,” which recently enjoyed a
streaming renaissance after going viral
on TikTok. The owners of a song’s pub-
lishing rights receive a cut in a number of
scenarios, including radio play and
streaming, album sales, and use in
advertising and movies. The “fantastically
positive” sales trend began well before
2020 but rapidly escalated even as other
sectors suffered due to Covid-19, said
Nari Matsuura, a partner at the firm
Massarsky Consulting, which valuates
catalogs for lenders and music publish-
ing groups along with private equity and
music funds. Streaming’s numbers have
soared in recent years and appear sound
long-term. 

That anticipated stability combined
with low interest rates and dependable
earning projections for time-tested hits
have fostered music publishing’s bull
market, she said. Meanwhile, many artists
unable to tour have looked to monetize
their other assets, namely songwriting
catalogs, as the valuations of their work
continue to rise.  “We have seen names,
these incredibly iconic artists... (who) we
never imagined would sell,” Matsuura
said. For some musicians, it makes sense
to cash out while they know prices are
good. —AFP

In a run-down wooden hut deep in the
Russian countryside, Yelizaveta
Mikhaylova has been waiting for justice

for 30 years. The daughter of a Gulag
prisoner, the 72-year-old is among the
ageing children of those sent to the infa-
mous Soviet camps who were promised
compensation they have yet to receive.
Under a law passed after the 1991 col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, they are entitled
to accommodation in the city from which
their parents were sent into exile-in
Mikhaylova’s case Moscow some 300
kilometers (185 miles) away. “My parents
wanted for us to return... that is why I am
still fighting,” says the retired dentist.

She has waited a long time, living with
her two daughters in a 40-square-metre
(430-square-foot) room in the hut near
Zolotkovo, a village five hours’ drive from
Moscow. It’s a difficult life. They cut wood
to fuel a stove that heats the room and
their toilet is separated by a simple cur-
tain. Mikhaylova’s father Semyon-a man-
ager in the chemicals industry-was arrest-
ed during the mass purges set into motion
by Soviet leader Joseph Stalin and
accused of participating in a counter-rev-
olutionary organization. After serving eight
years in a camp in the Far East, Semyon
was sentenced to another 25 years in
Siberia, though the sentence was cut
short by Stalin’s death in 1953.

‘A tragedy for a family’ 
Restricted by a ban that did not allow

former prisoners to reside within 100 kilo-
meters (about 60 miles) of most cities,
Semyon’s family first settled in what is now
Moldova before returning to Russia. “It is
a tragedy, a tragedy for a family,” says
Mikhaylova. A few years ago, Mikhaylova
arrived with a suitcase full of documents
in the office of Grigory Vaypan, then a
fresh graduate of Moscow State University
and Harvard. “Immediately we under-
stood that we could not abandon this
woman,” says the 30-year-old human
rights lawyer.

He took up her case, along with those
of two other children of Gulag survivors,
Alissa Meissner and Yevgeniya
Shashaeva, who still live near former
camps in remote areas. They scored a
first legal success in 2019, when Russia’s
Consitutional Court recognised that the

compensation law was not being applied
due its changing and near impossible
conditions. The court ordered legislators
to seek a solution. A bill has since been
passed in first reading in Russia’s lower
house State Duma, but Vaypan says it will
not do enough to help Mikhaylova and
others like her because it makes them
register on waiting lists for social housing.

In Moscow the average wait for such a
spot is almost 30 years. The bill heads to
a second reading next week and support-
ers of the children of Gulag hope changes
will be made to help them in time. “(They)
have lived their entire lives in exile,”
Vaypan says, and while there is no way
they can now recover the homes that
belonged to their parents, they should at
least be allowed to return to the cities.

‘Their future was broken’ 
Supporters say it is the least the coun-

try can do for the remaining victims of
Stalinist terror-a period of history that
Russian authorities often ignore, highlight-
ing instead moments like the Soviet
Union’s victory over Nazi Germany. Most
of these children of the Gulag are now in
their 70s and 80s, with only about 1,500
left alive in Russia today, says Roman
Romanov, the director of the Gulag
Museum in Moscow. “Their future was
broken then and this break has never
been repaired. They are still suffering the
consequences of the repression,” says
Romanov, 38.

Momentum is building to finally help
them. The United Nations and
International Federation for Human Rights
recently urged the Russian government to
take action and more than 100 prominent
figures signed an open letter this week
demanding justice. A petition launched by
Vaypan has gathered more than more
than 80,000 signatures in favor of a prop-
er law to help Mikhaylova and others who
share her fate return home. “We’ve man-
aged to draw attention to these people
and show they exist,” Vaypan says. “They
have the right to return, the law must
work”. — AFP 

Egypt announced Saturday the dis-
covery of a new trove of treasures at
the Saqqara necropolis south of

Cairo, including an ancient funerary tem-
ple. The tourism and antiquities ministry
said the “major discoveries” made by a
team of archaeologists headed by famed
Egyptologist Zahi Hawass also included
more than 50 sarcophagi. The wooden
sarcophagi, which date back to the New
Kingdom, were found in 52 burial shafts at
depths of 10 to 12 meters (40 feet), the
ministry said in a statement.

It quoted Hawass as saying that the
“funerary temple of Queen Naert, the wife
of King Teti” as well as three warehouses
made of bricks were found on the site.
Saqqara, home to more than a dozen pyr-
amids, ancient monasteries, and animal
burial sites, is a vast necropolis of the
ancient Egyptian capital of Memphis, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. In
November, Egypt announced the discov-
ery of more than 100 intact sarcophagi, in
the largest such find of the year.

The sealed wooden coffins, unveiled
alongside statues of ancient deities, dat-
ed back to more than 2,500 years and
belonged to top officials of the Late Period

and the Ptolemaic period of ancient
Egypt. At the time, Antiquities and
Tourism Minister Khaled Al-Anani predict-
ed that “Saqqara has yet to reveal all of its
contents.”

In the statement released Saturday,
Hawass said the latest discovery could
shed new light on the history of Saqqara
during the New Kingdom, between the
16th century BC and the 11th century BC.
The discovery was made near the pyra-
mid where King Teti, the first pharaoh of
the Sixth Dynasty of the Old Kingdom, is
buried. Egypt hopes archaeological dis-
coveries will spur tourism, a sector which
has suffered multiple shocks, from a 2011
uprising to today’s coronavirus pandemic.

Later this year, and after several
delays, authorities hope to inaugurate a
new museum-the Grand Egyptian
Museum-at the Giza plateau, home to the
famed Giza pyramids. There has been a
flurry of excavations in recent years in
Saqqara, home to the step pyramid of
Djoser, one of the earliest built in ancient
Egypt. — AFP

In this file photo Stephen Stills (left), Graham Nash (second left), David Crosby (second right)
and Neil Young (right) perform live for the first time since 1974 at the Palace of Auburn Hill,
Michigan. — AFP photos

In this file photo US musician David Crosby
(left) and wife Jan Dance arrive for the 62nd
Annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles.

Yelizaveta Mikhaylova, a daughter of a victim
of Stalinist repressions, shows a photo of
herself as a child at her house close to the
village of Zolotkovo, Vladimir region.

Yelizaveta Mikhaylova, a daughter of a victim of Stalinist repressions, shows a photo of her
parents - father Semyon and mother Antonina - at her house in the village of Zolotkovo.

Yelizaveta Mikhaylova, a daughter of a victim
of Stalinist repressions, shows a document of
her father Semyon at her house close to the
village of Zolotkovo.

In this file photo taken on July 4, 1978 US
poet and folk singer Bob Dylan performs at
the Pavillon de Paris.

In this file photo musician Neil Young attends
“Neil Young Journeys” Premiere at
Slamdance Main Screening Room in Park
City, Utah. — AFP photos 

Gulag children personal belongings are on
display at the Gulag Museum. — AFP photos


