
WASHINGTON: A man with a loaded handgun and
more than 500 rounds of ammunition has been arrested
in Washington at a security checkpoint near the US
Capitol, authorities said. Wesley Allen Beeler, of
Virginia, had driven to a checkpoint on Friday evening
and tried to use a phony credential to access the
restricted area where President-elect Joe Biden will be
inaugurated next week, according to a document filed in
Washington, DC Superior Court.

As officers checked against an authorized access list,
one of them noticed decals on the back of Beeler’s pick-
up truck that said “Assault Life,” with an image of a rifle,
and another with the message: “If they come for your
guns, give ‘em your bullets first.”

Under questioning, Beeler told officers he had a
Glock handgun in the vehicle. A search uncovered a
loaded handgun, more than 500 rounds of ammunition,
shotgun shells and a magazine for the gun, the court
document said. Beeler was arrested on charges includ-
ing possession of an unregistered firearm and unlawful
possession of ammunition, a police report said.

Following his arrest, Beeler said it was “an honest mis-
take” and that he was a private security guard who got
lost on his way to work near the Capitol. Washington is
under a high state of alert ahead of Biden’s Wednesday
inauguration, after a mob of President Donald Trump’s
supporters stormed the Capitol on January 6. Five people
died in the assault, including a police officer. Security
officials have warned that armed pro-Trump extremists,
possibly carrying explosives, pose a threat to Washington
as well as state capitals over the coming week.

Thousands of National Guard troops have been
deployed in Washington and streets have been blocked
off downtown with concrete barriers. The National Mall,
which is normally packed with people every four years
for presidential inaugurations, has been declared off-
limits at the request of the Secret Service, which
ensures the security of the president. 

No evidence
US Justice Department investigators say they have

not found any evidence yet that the rioters who ran-
sacked the US Capitol last week intended to capture

and kill any lawmakers. In an Arizona court filing on
Friday in the case of Jacob Chansley, federal prosecu-
tors took back an earlier assertion that supporters of
President Donald Trump planned to “capture and assas-
sinate elected officials” in the January 6 siege of the US
legislature.

The claim was made in arguments to prevent the
court from granting bail to Chansley, aka Jake Angeli,
seen worldwide in photographs bare-shirted wearing a
horned headdress and carrying a spear inside the
Capitol. But on Friday the Arizona prosecutors with-
drew that claim as the Justice Department said that,

despite calls during the attack to capture certain law-
makers and to kill Vice President Mike Pence, no evi-
dence had been found yet to support any serious effort
to do so. “There is no direct evidence at this point of
kill-capture teams and assassination,” Michael Sherwin,
the federal district attorney for Washington DC who is
overseeing the investigation of the Capitol attack, told
reporters Friday. Nevertheless, the US Capitol remained
on heavy lockdown Saturday ahead of the January 20
inauguration of Joe Biden as president, with security
officials worried of potentially violent attacks on the
event. — AFP
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BERLIN: A screen shows German Chancellor Angela
Merkel (right) delivering a speech as outgoing leader of
the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) Annegret Kramp-
Karrenbauer listens during the party’s 33rd congress
held online because of the coronavirus pandemic, in
Berlin on Friday. — AFP

\WASHINGTON, DC: Police detain a person as supporters of US President Donald Trump protest outside the US
Capitol in Washington, DC. A man with a loaded handgun and more than 500 rounds of ammunition has been
arrested in Washington at a security checkpoint near the US Capitol, authorities said. — AFP

Death toll in Sudan 
Darfur clashes 
rises to 48
KHARTOUM: Ongoing clashes in Sudan’s restive
Darfur have killed at least 48 people in two days, state
media said yesterday, just over two weeks after a long-
running peacekeeping mission ended operations. The
violence has reportedly pitted the Massalit tribe
against Arab nomads in El Geneina, the capital of West
Darfur state, and quickly morphed into broader fight-
ing involving armed militias in the area.

“The death toll from militia attacks in El Geneina
yesterday (Saturday) reached 48,” the SUNA news
agency said, quoting the local branch of the country’s
doctors’ union. “The bloody events which are still
ongoing since Saturday morning (have) also left ... 97
wounded.” It was not immediately clear why the fight-
ing started. Sudanese authorities have since Saturday
imposed a state-wide curfew in West Darfur, while the
Khartoum government dispatched a “high-profile” del-
egation to help contain the situation. Citing the doc-
tors’ union, SUNA reported that casualties are expect-

ed to increase as the fighting continues. The union’s
local branch also “called for the securing of health
facilities” and urged transport be made available for
medics to assist the wounded.

Peacekeeping mission over 
On December 31, the hybrid United Nations African

Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) formally ended its
operations in the region, 13 years after it came into
being. It plans a phased withdrawal of its approxi-
mately 8,000 armed and civilian personnel inside six
months. The Sudanese government “will take over
responsibility for the protection of civilians” in Darfur,
UNAMID said, as its mandate ended. Fearing deadly
violence, Darfur residents held protests in late
December against UNAMID’s departure. Also in late
December, clashes in South Darfur state left at least 15
people dead and dozens wounded, prompting the gov-
ernment to send troops to the area.

The vast Darfur region was the scene of a bitter
conflict that erupted in 2003, leaving around 300,000
people dead and 2.5 million displaced, according to
the UN. Back then, fighting erupted when ethnic
minority rebels rose up against the Arab-dominated
government in Khartoum, which responded by recruit-
ing and arming a notorious Arab-dominated militia
known as the Janjaweed.—AFP

Facing Biden, 
Erdogan extends 
olive branch to EU
ANKARA: Facing a potentially hostile US administra-
tion, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is trying
to break his isolation by mending EU relations, torn by
what the bloc views as his bellicose foreign policy. Ties
between Ankara and Brussels have plunged to a nadir
not seen since Turkey formally opened talks to join the
bloc in 2005, a process which is now frozen.

And while Erdogan speaks of turning “a new page”,
the list of European grievances is long.

Most recently, Brussels began drawing up a list of
sanctions over Turkey’s hunt for natural gas in the east-
ern Mediterranean, which triggered a naval standoff
with Greece last year.

But older suspicions simmer. Erdogan’s direct mili-
tary interventions in the Syrian and Libyan conflicts
raised hackles in Europe, while his vocal backing of
Azerbaijan in the six-week Nagorno-Karabakh war
upset Armenia’s allies across the West. Erdogan’s
threats to send millions of Syrian and other refugees
Turkey is hosting to Europe if the bloc fails to provide

more funding are a constant menace. And he has made
the animosity personal by attacking French President
Emmanuel Macron’s treatment of Muslims, which
Europe counters by pointing to Turkey’s grim record on
human rights. Some believe this standoff is unsustain-
able for Erdogan. “Ankara cannot afford an escalation
with both the US and Europe, especially with an econo-
my this fragile,” a European diplomat told AFP.

‘Looking for friends’ 
Turkey’s heavy dependence on Europe is borne out

by the numbers. EU member states accounted for 67.2
percent of foreign direct investments in Turkey between
2002-2018, according to official data. With foreign sen-
timent dented, the Turkish lira lost a fifth of its value
against the dollar last year, forcing the central bank to
burn through most of its reserves trying to prop up the
currency. Then Erdogan parted ways with his powerful
son-in-law, who served as finance minister and bore the
blame for Turkey’s economic woes. A few days later,
Erdogan first mentioned reforms and “turning a new
page” in relations with Europe.

“Erdogan is looking for friends anywhere and every-
where,” said Ilke Toygur, an analyst at the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs, and
Elcano Royal Institute. To this end, Erdogan held a
meeting on Tuesday with EU ambassadors-described as
“positive” by some of those who took part-while

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu will visit Brussels on
Thursday. Macron and Erdogan have also exchanged
letters that Cavusoglu said could help reboot their rela-
tions, leading to a possible video conference call.

Preparing for Biden 
US President-elect Joe Biden’s victory over Donald

Trump, who once called the Turkish leader a “good
friend”, appears to be at least partially responsible for
Erdogan’s shift in tone. “Biden’s victory has reshuffled
the cards. Turkey expects the next US administration
will be less inclined to let it off the hook,” the European
diplomat said. Certain appointments by Biden are likely
to raise hairs in Ankara, none more so than Brett
McGurk’s naming to the National Security Council,
where he will oversee the Middle East and Africa.

McGurk has been an outspoken critic of Turkey’s
policy on Syria, where the US supports a Kurdish militia
that Ankara blames for attacks on its soil, and will play
an important role in shaping Washington’s relations with
Erdogan. “This seeming call for a rapprochement with
the EU can be interpreted as preparation” for Biden,
said Sinem Adar, an associate at the Centre for Applied
Turkey Studies in Berlin. Erdogan was once part of a
select group of leaders who could dial up Trump direct-
ly on the phone, but Adar said the loss of this privilege
with Biden is not the only factor behind the attempted
rapprochement. —AFP

Humbled Trump 
seeks warmer 
welcome in Florida
MIAMI: President Donald Trump will leave
Washington in disgrace next week, destined for a
warmer welcome in Florida, where some supporters
are so gung-ho they recently wrote his name on the
back of a fat, lumbering manatee. Days after suffering
the ignominy of a second impeachment, Trump will
skip his successor Joe Biden’s inauguration and depart
early Wednesday for his Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm
Beach, Florida. Apparently, he plans to live there. There
are also signs his adult children will decamp south to
be near their father, who was cut off from Twitter and
other social networks that were his megaphone after
being widely accused of instigating the January 6
assault by his supporters on the US Capitol.

Locals can already be heard whispering, angrily,
“There goes the neighborhood.” They are not happy
with the prospect of Trump settling among them. Last
month people in Palm Beach sent the city council a let-
ter recalling that under a 1993 agreement, Mar-a-Lago
was not zoned as a full-time residence.

That letter, published by The Washington Post,
states that use of the living quarters at the golf resort
“shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) non-con-
secutive seven (7) day periods by any one member
during the year.” The resort denies that the 1993
accord contains this restriction. The Post noted that
the president already spends large amounts of time at
the resort in violation of this rule, and he is expected
to put up a fight against those who do not want him
around. But that’s only the beginning of Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago woes. This week Palm Beach County officials
issued the resort a warning over a New Year’s Eve
party at which guests did not wear masks or observe
social distancing rules. Trump’s son Don Jr had posted
a video of the festivities showing people dancing to
1989 hit “Ice Ice Baby” by the rapper Vanilla Ice, who
performed live.  The county warned that any future
violation of pandemic restrictions would mean a fine of
$15,000.

Solid base 
“The Trumps may be surprised to learn that the

voter rolls in the three main South Florida counties-
Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade-are dominated
by Democrats,” said Craig Pittman, a Florida native
and the author of five books on the state. “In fact, the
congressional representative for the district that cov-
ers Mar-A-Lago, Lois Frankel, has voted not once but
twice to impeach her most famous constituent,”
Pittman said. Still, over the past four years Trump has
built up a solid base of support in Florida, mainly
among non-urban white people and conservative
Latinos. One of his most loyal followers is Miami
Cuban-American Enrique Tarrio, a leader of the right-
wing Proud Boys group. Trump’s support is so strong
in Florida that last Sunday a live manatee was found
with “Trump” etched onto its back. But after the
assault on Congress, Trump is on thin ice.—AFP

PALM BEACH: In this file photo taken on December 31,
2019 US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania
Trump arrive for a New Year’s celebration at Mar-a-Lago
in Palm Beach, Florida. President Donald Trump will leave
Washington in disgrace next week, destined for a
warmer welcome in Florida, where some supporters are
so gung-ho they recently wrote his name on the back of
a fat, lumbering manatee. — AFP

In this file photo, a convoy of Sudanese security forces deploy during a rally in Al-Geneina, the capital of the West
Darfur state. Ongoing clashes in Sudan’s restive Darfur have killed at least 48 people in two days, state media said
yesterday.—AFP

Race to succeed 
Merkel in top job 
thrown wide open
BERLIN: Moderate Armin Laschet may have won a key
vote this weekend to become the new leader of
Germany’s conservative CDU party, but his victory has
thrown wide open the question of who will succeed
Chancellor Angela Merkel in the top job.

Merkel ally Laschet was elected as head of the
Christian Democratic Union on Saturday in a run-off
against right-winger Friedrich Merz, nine months ahead
of a general election that will mark the end of the chan-
cellor’s 16-year reign. The head of the CDU would nor-
mally lead the party and its Bavarian sister party, the
CSU, to the polls as their chancellor candidate in a gen-
eral election. But Laschet’s poor standing in national
polls has prompted speculation that someone other than
the CDU leader could be a better choice to lead the con-
servatives into the election race.

In the run-up to the September 26 vote, with the
coronavirus pandemic still wreaking havoc in Europe’s
top economy and around the world, it will not only be
Laschet whose every move is under close scrutiny. Two
other men, CSU leader Markus Soeder and Health
Minister Jens Spahn, could also be in the running to be
the conservative “chancellor candidate”.

‘Savior’ 
Bavarian state premier Soeder, who has impressed

with his tough line on the coronavirus pandemic, is cur-
rently streets ahead in polls of who Germans would like
to see as their next chancellor. Once known as a staunch
conservative and a vocal opponent of Merkel’s liberal
migration policies, Soeder has reinvented himself in
recent years as a man of the people with an environmen-
talist streak. After 1.75 million people in Bavaria signed a
“save the bees” petition in 2019, Soeder announced that
drastic changes in farming practices would simply be
written into law rather than taking the additional step of
a referendum-a move seen at that time as a bid to woo
environmentally conscious voters.

Amid the raging coronavirus pandemic, the 54-year-
old former journalist has repeatedly struck out alone to
introduce tough anti-virus measures in the southern
German state, an approach that has “given him the aura
of a savior”, according to Der Spiegel weekly. Long a
defender of traditional Christian values, Soeder is also
known for being PR-savvy and chose the day before the
CDU leadership vote to tweet a cute photo of his new
puppy Molly. Germany has never before had a CSU
chancellor, though the conservative alliance has not ruled
out fielding a CSU candidate this time and has done so
twice before-albeit unsuccessfully.—AFP


