
2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Monday, January 18, 2021

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah ordered the forma-
tion of an investigation committee to 
look into the infiltration incident that 
took place from the sea side in the 
Abdullah port chalets area recently, 
and to determine the merits of the 
case and how they entered the 
regional waters. 

The Ministry of Interior (MoI) 

stated in a press statement released 
by the General Directorate of 
Security Relations and Media yester-
day that a number of citizens, in 
cooperation with the relevant securi-
ty services, managed to arrest 10 
people who tried to sneak in from the 
sea side in the chalets area of Mina 
Abdullah. MoI commended citizens 
who cooperated with the security 
men in arresting the infi ltrators. 

“They have established the principle 
that every citizen is a guard on the 
security of the homeland and that the 
integrated security system can only 
be achieved with the cooperation of 
citizens with the security establish-
ment,” it said. 

Kuwait Coastguards had arrested 
10 people on Saturday after they 
entered Kuwait il legally through 
Abdullah Port. Police had headed to 

the scene after receiving a call about 
a number of people jumping out of a 
boat and into territorial waters. Cops 
were able to arrest nine men, who 
admitted that they came from Iran on 
a boat that dropped them off and 
turned back. Coastguards were able 
to arrest the boat’s sailor while he was 
on his way back to Iran. The suspects, 
all Iranian, were taken to the proper 
authorities for further action. 

Interior Minister orders probe into 
Kuwait waters infiltration incident 

Ministry applauds citizens who helped in suspects’ arrest 

KUWAIT: Shuwaikh Port authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 150 boxes containing 100,000 packages of a banned chewing tobacco into Kuwait yesterday. The banned substances were hidden in a container that 
arrived from an Asian country, Kuwait’s General Administration of Customs said.
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A stone sarcophagus was also found, he added, 

as well as “a papyrus around five meters long con-
taining the 17th chapter of the book of the dead... 
masks, wooden boats, games the ancient Egyptians 
used to play”. “It is a rare and new discovery 
because most of the artifacts we found are dated 
back to the New Kingdom, whereas in Saqqara, it’s 
usually more around 500 BC,” he added. 

A number of objects were displayed to the press 

yesterday, while excavations of the site are ongoing. 
“Seventy percent (of the new area) is still to be 
explored,” he added. Egypt’s tourism and antiquities 
ministry had announced Saturday “major discover-
ies” at Saqqara, where there has been a flurry of 
excavations in recent years. The ministry said the 
team had also discovered the “funerary temple of 
Queen Nearit, the wife of King Teti”. 

The Saqqara site is also home to the step pyra-
mid of Djoser, one of the earliest built in ancient 
Egypt. Later this year, and after several delays, 
authorities hope to inaugurate a new museum - the 
Grand Egyptian Museum - at the Giza plateau, 
home to the famed Giza pyramids. Egypt hopes 
archaeological discoveries will spur tourism, a sec-
tor which has suffered multiple shocks, from a 2011 
uprising to today’s coronavirus pandemic. — AFP 

Egypt unveils  
treasures found...
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 “two people are behind them”. The 60-year-old 

asked AFP not to divulge the location of the house, 
which serves as a meeting place for the dozen or so 
employees currently all working from home, over 
concern about the reaction to the firm’s analysis. 

The company does so-called sequential stylo-
metric analysis, which statistically analyses charac-
ter sequences, comparing the frequency of single 
letters, letter pairs or triplets to determine the 
author or authors of a text. They use the technique 
to uncover academic plagiarism, ghostwriters or, for 
instance, to determine whether portions of a will or 
a contract may have been tampered with.  

But Roten, who spent three years in the United 
States, said he had grown increasingly concerned 
over QAnon’s “population manipulation” there, and 
had decided to apply his software on the movement 
without being paid. A biologist by training, Roten 
switched fields after realizing the same principles 
used to identify genetic codes could help spot the 
singular characteristics of a person’s writing style. “I 
feel like I am still in the same profession,” he said. 

His colleague, a lanky 63-year-old with grey hair 
and a fabric facemask who asked to be identified 
only as Rene, showed off the software on a laptop 
perched on Roten’s dining room table. After “clean-
ing” 4,950 Q-drops of irrelevant content like web 
links and greetings, he feeds them into the software. 
On the screen, a colorful scatter plot chart appears 
showing two clearly distinct collections of dots. 

He said the chart showed a clear difference in style 
between the first Q messages that appeared on 4chan, 
from Oct 28 to Dec 1, 2017, and the subsequent mes-
sages. “The signal difference is strong enough to leave 
very little doubt on this author’s swap,” OrphAnalytics 
said in a white paper published last month. 

Florian Cafiero, a renowned stylometry 
researcher at the French National Centre for 
Scientific Research, said OrphAnalytics’ work on 
QAnon “looks convincing”. Stylometry has been 
around for more than a century, but the advent of 
computers has dramatically boosted the capacity to 
analyze large quantities of data. OrphAnalytics has 
made a number of headlines since its founding in 
2014, having put its software to sometimes surpris-
ing use. 

It helped sniff out the likely author behind the 
beloved Elena Ferrante pseudonym, comparing her 
writing to samples from two Italian authors sus-
pected of being behind her books, discovering, 
Roten said, that “Domenico Starnone writes in a 
style that is indistinguishable from Elena Ferrante”. 
And it has reportedly been engaged as an expert 
witness in criminal cases, including the unsolved 
1986 murder of four-year-old Gregory Villemin in 
France. 

Roten refused to say whether his company was 
working on that case, or comment on any of the 
handful of judicial cases it has been asked to weigh 
in on, saying such comments could taint a case. He 
said the company’s approach of focusing purely on 
statistical analysis, and stripping away all the con-
text and hypotheses generally used to enrich text 
analysis, helped avoid allowing preconceptions col-
or the outcome. “It is difficult to imagine anything 
more neutral than this,” he said.  

Cafiero agreed the novel adaption of the tech-
nique to the judicial process could help “avoid mak-
ing mistakes”. But he voiced concerns about “risks” 
linked to broadening the application of an increas-
ingly powerful technology, such as potentially help-
ing to identify whistleblowers. “With any technolo-
gy, there is light and there is a dark side,” Roten 
acknowledged, stressing that his company had strict 
ethical guidelines to “avoid our stylometric 
sequencing approach being used to serve the dark 
side”. As for the QAnon probe, he said he felt an 
obligation to help illuminate who was behind the 
curtain. “We are responsible people. If we can act, 
we act.” —  AFP 

Swiss sleuths  
unpick QAnon...

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden’s top aide said 
Saturday the incoming president would sign about a 
dozen executive orders on his first day in office, as 
police fearing violence from Trump supporters 
staged a nationwide security operation ahead of the 
inauguration. Authorities in Washington, where 
Wednesday’s inauguration will take place, said they 
arrested a man with a loaded handgun and more 
than 500 rounds of ammunition at a security check-
point, underscoring the tension in the US capital 
which is resembling a war zone. 

However, the man said it was “an honest mis-
take,” and that he was a private security guard who 
got lost on his way to work near the Capitol. 
Incoming Biden chief of staff Ron Klain said in a 
memo to new White House senior staff that the 
executive orders would address the pandemic, the 
ailing US economy, climate change and racial injus-
tice in America. “All of these crises demand urgent 
action,” Klain said in the memo. 

“In his first ten days in office, President-elect 
Biden will take decisive action to address these four 
crises, prevent other urgent and irreversible harms, 
and restore America’s place in the world,” Klain 
added. As he inherits the White House from Donald 
Trump, Biden’s plate is overflowing with acute chal-
lenges. The US is fast approaching 400,000 dead 
from the COVID-19 crisis and logging well over a 
million new cases a week as the coronavirus 
spreads out of control. 

The economy is ailing, with 10 million fewer jobs 
available compared to the start of the pandemic. 
And millions of Americans who back Trump refuse 
to recognize Biden as the legitimate president. 
Biden this week unveiled plans to seek $1.9 trillion 
to revive the economy through new stimulus pay-
ments and other aid, and plans a blitz to accelerate 
America’s stumbling COVID vaccine rollout effort. 

On Inauguration Day Biden, as previously prom-
ised, will sign orders including ones for the US to 
rejoin the Paris climate accord and reverse Trump’s 
ban on entry of people from certain Muslim majori-
ty countries, Klain said. “President-elect Biden will 
take action - not just to reverse the gravest dam-
ages of the Trump administration - but also to start 
moving our country forward,” Klain said. 

 
500 rounds of ammunition  

Meanwhile, Washington was under a state of high 
alert after a mob of President Donald Trump’s support-
ers stormed the Capitol on Jan 6. The assault left five 
people dead, including a police officer. Security officials 
have warned that armed pro-Trump extremists, possi-
bly carrying explosives, pose a threat to Washington as 
well as state capitals over the coming week. 

Thousands of National Guard troops have been 
deployed in Washington and streets have been 
blocked off downtown with concrete barriers. On 
Friday night, police arrested a Virginia man at a 
security checkpoint where he tried to use an “unau-
thorized” credential to access the restricted area 
where Biden will be inaugurated. 

As officers checked the credential, one noticed 
decals on the back of Wesley Beeler’s pick-up truck 
that said “Assault Life,” with an image of a rifle, and 
another with the message: “If they come for your 
guns, give ‘em your bullets first,” according to a 
document filed in Washington, DC Superior Court. 

Under questioning, Beeler told officers he had a 
Glock handgun in the vehicle. A search uncovered a 
loaded handgun, more than 500 rounds of ammuni-
tion, shotgun shells and a magazine for the gun, the 
court document said. Beeler was arrested on 
charges including possession of an unregistered 
firearm and unlawful possession of ammunition. 

“It was an honest mistake,” Beeler told The 
Washington Post after being released from jail. “I 
pulled up to a checkpoint after getting lost in DC 
because I’m a country boy,” he said. “I showed them 
the inauguration badge that was given to me.” 
Beeler told the newspaper he works as a private 
security guard near the Capitol, and presented a 
credential provided by his employer.  

He said he was licensed to carry his gun in 
Virginia, but forgot to take it out of his car before 
leaving home for his overnight shift in Washington. 
Prosecutors did not object to Beeler’s release from 
jail, the Washington Post said, though he was 
ordered to stay out of Washington except for court-
related matters. 

In addition to the heavy security presence in the 
US capital, law enforcement was out in force at 
statehouses around the country to ward off poten-
tial political violence. Mass protests that had been 
planned for the weekend did not materialize on 
Saturday, with security far outnumbering Trump 
supporters at several fortified capitols, US media 
reported. In St Paul, Minnesota, for example, hun-
dreds of law enforcement officers, some armed with 
long guns, ringed the Capitol with National Guard 
troops providing backup. The number of protesters 
totaled about 50. — AFP  

Biden to sign  
dozen executive  
orders on Day 1

WILMINGTON, Delaware: US President-elect Joe Biden 
waves as he leaves St Joseph on the Brandywine 
Roman Catholic Church on Saturday. — AFP  


