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Forum underlines
historic ties between
Kuwait and India
CAIRO: The State of Kuwait yesterday affirmed that
its relations with India date back to many years ago
during which the two countries established fruitful
cooperation at the economic and commercial levels.
The affirmation of the close ties was made by
Counselor Falah Al-Mutairi, addressing the virtual
third session of senior officials of the Arab-Indian
Cooperation Forum, co-chaired by Egypt and India.
More than 1.5 million Indians in Kuwait largely con-
tribute to development enterprises, Counselor Al-
Mutairi noted, lauding the cooperation between
Kuwait and India in various spheres, namely the com-
bat of the novel coronavirus. Mutairi added that cur-
rent regional and international conditions should
prompt Arab states and India to enhance mutual coop-
eration, calling for joint stances on issues such as the
Middle East, disarmament and combating terrorism.
The forum was set up in 2008. —KUNA

Embassy celebrates
Republic Day of India
KUWAIT: The Indian Embassy in Kuwait announced
that celebrations of the 72nd Republic Day of India
will be conducted by the embassy, with complete
adherence to COVID-19 related protocol and guide-
lines. As there will be no physical gathering for the
event at the Embassy premises, Indian Diaspora and
friends of India in Kuwait are invited to virtually join
the celebrations of Republic Day given the prevailing
circumstances, the embassy said. Celebrations take
place on January 26, 2021 from 09:00 am onwards
through live streaming; links for the event will be
shared in due course on the embassy‘s website and
social media handles, it explained. 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced that tomorrow will be the last day
for applying to the sixth edition of the Zain Great Idea
(ZGI) tech startup accelerator program, which has
seen wide participation from Kuwait-based entrepre-
neurs to enter their tech startups and ideas into the
program. 

As of today, ZGI - which comes this year in an all-
virtual format to abide by health guidelines imposed
due to COVID-19 - has witnessed many submissions
by entrepreneurs and idea owners, both who own
startups that have just begun their journey or those in
the process of establishing them. Submissions particu-
larly centered around startups working in tech and
digital transformation areas. 

After the registration period ends, ZGI’s judging
panel will review all applications thoroughly and select
the participants who will progress into the next phase;
the virtual bootcamp. The bootcamp, which will be
completely virtual this year and continues for four
weeks, will feature workshops, training sessions, panel
discussions, and more, facilitated by world-class
experts, academics, and trainers from top international
educational institutions such as IE Business School,
MIT, Stanford, and more. In addition, one-to-one ses-
sions with top experts in various fields will be offered
for every finalist.

ZGI offers a refreshed opportunity for local talents
and Kuwait’s entrepreneurial community, as it has been
one of the most successful initiatives Zain presented to
the Kuwaiti market as part of its comprehensive inno-
vation and entrepreneurship strategy. Throughout 10
successful years, ZGI empowered, trained, and invest-
ed in hundreds of creative and driven Kuwaiti youth, of
which many now own thriving and active Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) to this day in local
and regional markets. 

Zain’s program comes in joint collaboration with
Brilliant Lab, a startup Accelerator Service from
Kuwait, and Mind the Bridge, a global organization
based in Silicon Valley that bridges the world through
entrepreneurship education for startups, enterprises,
and investors to succeed in global markets. 

Zain is well aware of the crucial role played by pri-
vate sector organizations in supporting social and eco-
nomic sustainability projects. Springing from its grow-
ing commitment towards practicing its social responsi-
bility, the company is committed to printing a positive
impact through all its activities. This has led Zain to
embrace the most influential issues in the community,
including the support of youth, entrepreneurship, and
innovation. 

Terms and conditions 
Applying for the Bootcamp and the investment

committee is open to persons from all nationalities,
aged 21 and above. Noting that priority goes to

Kuwaiti startups. 
The applicant must be the founder or co-founder of

the startup. Team submissions are acceptable, but only
two persons who are nominated by the team may par-
ticipate in the Zain Great Idea Bootcamp. Startups may
be implemented in Kuwait or in any other country, and
they may be implemented within the tech and digital
transformation industry.

The investment committee consists of members
from Rasameel Investment Company, Brilliant Lab,
and Zain’s management. 10 startups from the ZGI
Bootcamp will be selected to advance to Phase 5 -
The Zain Media and Business Support. Candidates
will be provided with both Arabic and English ver-
sions of the Terms and Conditions of the program for
their information and acceptance. In case of any
ambiguity between the two versions, the Arabic ver-
sion shall prevail.

How to apply
After agreeing to the terms and conditions, appli-

cants should apply their tech startup idea by filling out
the online form at zaingreatidea.com and attach any
supporting documents or videos (if available). 

Virtual Bootcamp
Eligible applicants will participate in the virtual

Bootcamp phase. Throughout four weeks, they will
learn the essentials of accelerating their tech startups
via workshops, training sessions, and panel discussions
featured by world-class facilitators and trainers from
top international institutions, including IE Business
School, MIT, Stanford, and more. 

Zain Co-developing and services
If the startup passes the judging panel, entre-

preneurs will have the opportunity to benefit from
Zain’s leading experiences in areas that are essen-
tial to any startup, including marketing, advertising,
customer care, public relations, digital partner-
ships, business/consultancy/legal services, and
much more.

Virtual Zain Demo Day event
At the end of the program, all finalists will be hosted

at a virtual Zain Demo Day event, through which they
will present and pitch their final startups to investors,
business partners, and others, giving them the oppor-
tunity to transform their ideas and startups into a prof-
itable business. 

A previous visit by ZGI entrepreneurs to Microsoft’s headquarters in the US.

Zain Great Idea witnesses
excellent turnout

Tomorrow last day to apply to the biggest tech startup accelerator program

A ZGI entrepreneur showcases his startup during a
previous event.

Kuwait first worldwide
in school order plus
safety index: MoE
KUWAIT: The Assistant Undersecretary for the
Educational  Research and Curriculum at
Kuwait ’s Ministry of Education (MoE) and
Director of National Center for Education
Development (NCED) Salah Dabsha said that
Kuwait ranked first in the world in the indicator
of order plus safety in schools, according to a
study conducted by Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) with
77 percent of eighth graders in mathematics.
During a press conference held yesterday at
MoE headquarters, the preliminary results of the
TIMSS 2019 study showed that Kuwait ranked
second worldwide in science, with 75 percent of
students, he pointed out.

Dabsha referred to Kuwait’s participation in
international studies to assess the education
system, highlighting the high results while com-
mending Kuwait ’s  commitment to the
International Association for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (IEA) study. Kuwait
ranked second worldwide on the level of job sat-
isfaction index for science teachers in eighth
grade, while it ranked fifth in fourth grade,
ranked fifth in eighth grade and seventh in fourth
grade mathematics, he mentioned. Dabsha
underscored the ministry’s interest in all interna-
tional studies that evaluate the educational sys-
tem in order to work to develop and improve
education in Kuwait, pointing out that Kuwait
has been able to advance education.

Participation in these studies is vital for eval-
uating the educational system and identifying
weaknesses that need clarification, he explained,
noting that the past years witnessed a study of
the possibility of raising Kuwait’s capacity and
contributing to improving the system, which has
already led to making a difference in results.

Another view, Mona Al-Ansari , a  science
instructor and member of the core team of the
TIMSS study, at  the conference reviewed
Kuwait’s high results in science, pointing out
that the level  of  students in fourth grade
increased by 55 points to 392 points instead of
337 in the TIMSS 2015 study, while the level of
eighth grade students increased to 33, a score of
444 instead of 411 in the 2015 study. Ansari
pointed to the link between the learner’s admira-
tion for science and academic achievement,
explaining that the more the learner enjoys the
science subject, the more points one will score
in the TIMSS international tests, which recom-
mends the necessity of working to entice the
learner in science class.

Meanwhile, Sheikha Al-Hajraf, a technical
instructor for mathematics and a member of the
main team for the TIMSS study, reviewed the
results of mathematics, indicated that Kuwait is
among 14 countries that achieved an increase in
the average educational attainment in fourth
grade after advancing by 30 points, while eighth
grade students advanced 11 points. Hajraf point-
ed to the indicator of the student’s sense of
belonging to the school and its impact on the
rate of achievement in mathematics, saying that
the greater the learner’s sense of belonging to
the school, the greater one’s educational attain-
ment, which calls for eagerness to make the
school a captivating environment.

She emphasized the importance of making the
school environment safe and orderly, pointing
out that the study showed Kuwait’s class envi-
ronment is safe and orderly by 82 percent of
fourth graders and 77 percent of eighth graders.
It is worth noting that TIMSS is an international
study that aims to focus on educational policies
and systems, study the effectiveness of applied
curricula, methods of teaching them, their prac-
tical application, evaluate achievement and pro-
vide information to improve the teaching, as well
as learning of mathematics and science, as this
study is  a project of  IEA, based in the
Netherlands. —KUNA

KUWAIT: (From left) Salah Dabsha, Sheikha Al-Hajraf and Mona Al-Ansari attend the press
conference. —KUNA


