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News in brief

Police storm brewery in desert

KUWAIT: Police raided a camp in the Subiya
desert that was transformed into a liquor
brewery, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yes-
terday. Hundreds of distillation and storage
drums were found, along with manufacturing
equipment, raw material and cooking gas
cylinders. A security source said detectives
were informed to arrest the camp owner as the
main suspect, as expats involved in the liquor
brewing were arrested. The source said camps
have an advantage because the liquor-making
process releases a very strong odor that can
be quickly discovered in residential areas. The
raid was held following tips received by top-
ranking officials.

300,000 residencies renewed

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities have renewed
more than 300,000 residency visas of expats
stuck abroad and who have applied for renew-
al since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday,
quoting sources. The Public Authority for
Manpower (PAM) carried out the renewal
process through an online system in coopera-
tion with the Public Authority for Civi l
Information (PACI) and the Ministry of
Interior, the sources explained. The govern-
ment had earlier halted a rule by which an
expat’s residency is canceled if they spend
more than six months outside of Kuwait. The
rule remains on hold until further notice.

Social workers’ replacement

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission has
asked for terminating the contracts of 131 expa-
triate social workers in the Education Ministry
and replacing them with Kuwaiti candidates
after the former were exempted from the
replacement policy last year due to a shortage,
Al-Jarida Arabic daily reported yesterday.

Kuwait logs 494 new
COVID cases, one death

Govt urges public not to hesitate to take vaccine 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health (MoH)
announced yesterday that 494 new infection cases
with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) were reg-
istered during the previous 24 hours. MoH official
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said during
his daily briefing that the caseload of contamina-
tions with the virus reached 155,335, adding that a
single COVID-19 death was also registered dur-
ing the same period, putting the whole mortality
count at 946. Earlier, the ministry had reported
that 202 patients have recovered within the same
period, raising total recoveries to 149,575.

The number of patients in intensive care units
was 47 as of yesterday, Dr Sanad said, adding that
the total number of COVID-19 patients in hospi-
tals reached 4,814 as of yesterday as well. Health
authorities conducted 10,340 swab tests during
the same period, bringing the total number of such
tests to 1,347,854 done since the local outbreak of
the contagion.

Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah
explained during the Cabinet ’s  meeting on

Monday the latest developments in the pandem-
ic situation at the global and regional levels and
the precautionary measures taken to prevent
the entry of the new strain of the virus into the
country, after it has spread to more than 30

countries in the world. He also informed the
council about the health situation in the country
and the ongoing steps to implement the vacci-
nation plan against COVID 19 according to the

discussed plan.
The Council of Ministers called on the public

not to hesitate to receive the vaccine due to the
seriousness of the health conditions after the rap-
id spread of the new strain, and to reach a safe
return to normal life. The Council also reviewed
the recommendations received from the
Ministerial  Committee for Coronavirus
Emergencies and the Cabinet decided the follow-
ing: Allowing the recruitment of new domestic
workers within the framework of the plan while
adhering to the controls and requirements as of
Sunday, Jan 17, 2021; requiring those coming from
all countries of the world to Kuwait to bring a
PCR certificate proving the negative result of
COVID-19 before arriving to Kuwait within a
period of no more than 72 hours from the test’s
date as of Sunday Jan 17, 2021; charging airline
companies with the cost of conducting a PCR
examination upon arrival and during the quaran-
tine period for all arrival flights to the country as
of Sunday, Jan 17, 2021. —KUNA

202 registered
recoveries 
in one day

Firemen put out massive tire yard blaze

KUWAIT: Firefighters managed to control a blaze in a tire yard located in Erhayya area, Jahra governorate, Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) said yesterday. The fire, damaging an area of 5,000 square-meters, was put under control, pre-
venting it from further spreading, affirmed a statement by the KFF. The force revealed no casualties were reported due to the incident and an investigation was launched to determine the cause of the fire. — KUNA


