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Kuwait’s Amir receives Sheikha Dr Suad Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace 
yesterday Sheikha Dr Suad Mohammad Al-Sabah 

who presented him with a book about Kuwait under 
the rules of Jaber bin Abdullah Al-Sabah, the state’s 
third ruler (1814-1859) and Sabah bin Jaber Al-Sabah, 

the state’s fourth ruler (1859-1866). His Highness the 
Amir also received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His 

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad at Bayan Palace. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives a copy of the book from Sheikha Dr Suad Mohammad 
Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah.

AMMAN: Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charity yesterday 
distributed relief aid to about 2,000 Syrian 
refugees in Jordan as part of its winter campaign. 
Head of Resources, Public Relations and Media 
Sector at the charity Omar Al-Thuwaini said that 
this is the second aid campaign of the current year, 
as it included the distribution of food baskets, 
blankets and other in-kind assistance. The distri-
bution took place in many areas of Jordan, includ-
ing the capital Amman, and the Syrian refugee 
camps, he said. He stressed the association’s keen-
ness, despite global health conditions, to be pres-
ent and supervise the campaign and deliver the aid 
in cooperation with the Kuwaiti ministries of Social 
Affairs and Foreign Affairs. The current campaign 
came to support the Syrians in their “most difficult” 

humanitarian crisis in the modern century, Thuwaini 
added. He called on Kuwait-based donors to con-
tribute to alleviating the refugees’ suffering, 
pointing to a severe shortage of medical care and 

medicines, especially for elderly patients and 
those with chronic diseases due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Moreover, Thuwaini affirmed that Al-
Najat Charity will continue to meet the humanitar-

ian appeal of the Syrian refugees and launch char-
itable convoys, implement and develop projects 
that include building schools and productive work 
centers. — KUNA
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A number of opposition MPs have urged HH the 

Amir to appoint a new prime minister because 
Sheikh Sabah allegedly failed to respond to the out-
come of last month’s general elections. Opposition 
MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf yesterday said the govern-
ment has violated the constitution by boycotting the 
Assembly meetings without stepping down. 

Meanwhile, MP Osama Al-Shaheen explained 
yesterday that a draft law he and four other MPs 
submitted on Monday to impose a 2.5 percent fee on 
money transfers out of Kuwait “does not target 
expats or low-income citizens”. The lawmaker said 
their bill is different from a similar bill filed in the 
previous Assembly which called for taxing remit-
tances by expats only. 

Shaheen said the law is targeting big businesses 
that make huge profits from contracts with Kuwait, 
then send their profits to foreign countries, thus 
depriving the domestic economy from benefitting 
from such profits. He said the bill exempts all per-
sonal transfers or those made for personal needs. 
Shaheen had expected that the government will col-
lect some KD 100 million annually from such fees. 

Separately, MP Farz Al-Mutairi submitted amend-
ments to the election law calling to allow Kuwaiti 
voters to choose two candidates instead of one cur-
rently in Assembly elections. Kuwait is divided into 
five electoral constituencies and each constituency 
elects 10 MPs. Under the existing law, voters are 
allowed to pick only one candidate. The amendment 
wants to increase the choice to two candidates. 

Before a controversial amendment in 2012, 
Kuwaiti voters were allowed to choose up to four 
candidates, a system that promoted opposition 
political groups that dominated the Assembly. The 
single-vote system drastically weakened the chances 
of opposition groups, which have for years boy-
cotted the elections.

All ministers tender 
their resignations...
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was totally appropriate,” Trump told reporters. 

With only eight days left in his one-term adminis-
tration, Trump finds himself alone, shunned by 
former supporters, barred by social media, and 
now facing a second impeachment over his insti-
gation of a riot against Congress on Jan 6. His trip 
to Alamo, Texas, where he will tout claims of suc-
cess in building a US-Mexican border wall, is his 
first live public appearance since he rallied thou-
sands of followers on the National Mall to march 
on Congress. 

Although this is not the same Alamo as the 
famous fortress in another part of Texas, the trip 
marks something of  a last  stand for the 
Republican. Ever since the Nov 3 election, the 
real estate tycoon has been obsessively pushing a 
lie that he, not Democrat Joe Biden, was the real 
winner and last week he called on the huge crowd 
to “show strength”. 

Amped up on Trump’s rhetoric, the mob burst 
into Congress, fighting with police, trashing offices 
and forcing frightened lawmakers to suspend 
briefly a ceremony legally formalizing Biden’s vic-
tory. The crisis galvanized many of Trump’s former 
boosters in the corporate and sporting world to 
turn their backs.  

In Congress, where the Republican party has 
been in thrall to the populist leader for four years, 
even ultra-loyal senior figures like Senator Lindsey 
Graham have finally told Trump that he must 
accept his election defeat. Trump, however, 
remains in denial. He has yet to congratulate Biden 
or urge his supporters to stand behind the incom-
ing president after he is inaugurated on Jan 20 - a 
gesture of political unity considered all but routine 
after US elections. 

And according to Axios, Trump and the top 
Republican in the House of Representatives, Kevin 
McCarthy, had a stormy phone conversation yes-
terday in which Trump claimed that left wing Antifa 
activists, not his supporters, attacked Congress. 
“It’s not Antifa,” McCarthy reportedly responded. 
“I know. I was there.” When Trump continued to 

push his conspiracy theory that he was the true 
election winner, McCarthy reportedly interrupted, 
telling him: “Stop it. It’s over. The election is over.” 

The House of Representatives will vote on a 
longshot bid to get Vice President Mike Pence and 
the cabinet to invoke the US Constitution’s 25th 
Amendment, which would declare Trump unfit to 
perform his duties and install Pence as acting presi-
dent. This is unlikely to happen. Although Pence is 
reportedly furious about Trump’s behavior last 
week, the two met at the White House on Monday 
for the first time since the Congress attack and had 
“a good conversation”, according to a senior 
administration official. 

That signaled that whatever Pence and the 
dwindling number of White House officials feel, 
they are committed to keeping the presidency 
limping along until Jan 20. Still, with a string of 
cabinet officials quitting the government - most 
recently the acting head of the Department of 
Homeland Security Chad Wolf on Monday - it’s 
also clear that Trump’s grip on power is tenuous. In 
an interview yesterday on ABC News, Health 
Secretary Alex Azar did not dismiss outright the 
option of removing Trump, saying: “I’m not going 
to get into or discuss the 25th Amendment here.” 

Democrats will follow up the 25th Amendment 
vote with impeachment proceedings in the House 
today. The single charge of “incitement of insurrec-
tion” is all but sure to get majority support. The 
Republican-controlled Senate, however, is in recess 
until Jan 19 and its leadership says there is no way 
to rush through an impeachment trial before Biden 
takes over the following day. 

This means that Trump, who was acquitted in the 
Senate last year after his first impeachment, would 
not be forced out of office early. Top Senate 
Democrat Chuck Schumer has reportedly floated 
the idea of using a rare parliamentary maneuver to 
force the chamber back into session under emer-
gency circumstances, giving time for the start of an 
impeachment trial. 

But not even all Democrats are gunning for a tri-
al, worried that this would overshadow Biden’s first 
days in office. The new president will already face 
the challenges of an out-of-control COVID-19 
pandemic, the stumbling vaccination program, a 
shaky economy, and now the aftermath of violent 
political opposition from parts of Trump’s huge 
voter base. — AFP 

Impeachment  
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both as Muhammad Abbatay or  Abd al-

Rahman Al-Maghrebi. 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 

dismissed the allegations yesterday, pointing to 
US ties with Saudi Arabia. “No one is fooled,” 
Zarif tweeted. “All 9/11 terrorists came” from 
Pompeo’s “favorite” Middle East “destinations” 
he added. “NONE from Iran.” The majority of the 
perpetrators of the Sept 11, 2001, attacks in New 
York came from US-ally Saudi Arabia. 

Iran, a Shiite clerical state, is ideologically 
opposed both to Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 
group, extreme Sunni movements that are pre-
dominant ly Arab, and has fought  on fronts 
abroad against both. Many experts believe that 
Tehran has allowed Al-Qaeda operatives to use 
its territory - comparatively safe from the US 

military - to provide guarantees that the extrem-
ists will not target Iran. 

Pompeo acknowledged that late Al-Qaeda 
founder Osama bin Laden himself “considered 
Al-Qaeda members inside the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to be hostages” and that there was no 
evidence Iran backed the Sept 11, 2001 attacks, 
most ly carr ied out  by Saudi  nat ionals . But 
Pompeo, a former CIA chief, said that Iran in 
recent years has permitted Al-Qaeda greater 
freedom of movement including issuing travel 
documents, and that the group has “centralized 
leadership” in Tehran. 

“Tehran has allowed Al-Qaeda to fund-raise, 
to freely communicate with other Al-Qaeda 
members around the world and perform many 
other functions that were previously directed 
from Afghanistan and Pakistan,” Pompeo said. 
Pompeo has championed a hard line on Iran 
including sweeping sanctions that have ravaged 
i ts  economy. Pres ident-e lect  Joe Biden is 
expected to seek a return to diplomacy and has 
tapped Bill Burns, a widely respected former 
diplomat who has led secret negotiations with 
Iran, as CIA chief. — AFP 
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mostly deserted. It was in Tunisia where the revolts 

started after young street vendor Mohamed Bouazizi, 
cheated and humiliated by local officials, set himself on 
fire on Dec 17, 2010. 

His desperate protest triggered a wave of popular 
revolts across North Africa and the Middle East, 
briefly raising hopes of bringing political freedom to 
millions. While those hopes were broadly dashed, and 
Syria, Libya and Yemen were plunged into brutal wars, 

small Tunisia steered a more hopeful path following 
Ben Ali’s flight to Saudi Arabia on Jan 14, 2011. 

The country has since had nine governments in 10 
years, but the transfers of power have been peaceful, 
despite initial turmoil and the deadly Islamist attacks. 
The Nobel Peace Prize was in 2015 awarded to 
Tunisia’s so-called Quartet of human rights, legal, 
labor and business groups “for its decisive contribu-
tion to the building of a pluralistic democracy ... in the 
wake of the Jasmine Revolution of 2011”. 

A new constitution agreed in 2014 by Islamists and 
the opposition was hailed as a historic breakthrough. 
The country has since held several elections deemed 
fair by local and foreign observers, most recently 
bringing to power President Kais Saied, a jurist, in late 
2019. Former bloggers have launched independent 
media outlets and a revived Tunisian cinema now 

dares to tackle once taboo subjects, while a dynamic 
civil society has emerged. 

But discontent has been fuelled by the continued 
economic malaise, widely blamed on a political class 
paralyzed by infighting. Critics accuse powerful fami-
lies of maintaining a crony capitalist system where 
rules and credit lines shield them from open competi-
tion. The economy contracted by nine percent in 2020, 
the World Bank estimates, and people have taken to 
the streets once more in marginalized regions to 
demand jobs and investment.  

“We have not moved from a democratic transition 
to an economic transition,” journalist Zied Krichen told 
AFP. The public sector has raised salaries and bloated 
its payroll, with the number of civil servants rising by 
50 percent from 2010 to 2017. But this has failed to 
meet “the enormous expectations”, said Krichen. “The 

various governments have tried to buy social peace 
without having a long-term policy of economic devel-
opment or social integration.” 

The crisis has fuelled nostalgia in some quarters for 
the stability of the years under Ben Ali. Some former 
protesters meanwhile look back with bitterness on the 
years since they rallied for “freedom, work (and) 
national dignity”, often at great personal cost. A pre-
liminary count by Tunisian authorities in 2012 found 
that 338 people were killed and 2,147 wounded during 
the popular uprising. 

Those figures shrank to 129 killed and 634 injured 
in an online list published in Oct 2019 by the Tunisian 
Higher Committee on Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms. While many victims and families are still 
waiting for recognition and compensation, few of 
those responsible have been held to account. — AFP 
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