
SYDNEY: A courageous and injury-wracked India
pulled off a remarkable draw in a tense third Test
against Australia yesterday as they survived against
the hosts’ much-vaunted bowling attack to take the
series into a decider. They resumed day five at 98-2,
needing a further 309 runs after being set a huge
407 to win when Australia declared their second
innings at tea Sunday on 312 for six.

No team had ever bettered 288 to clinch victo-
ry in the fourth innings at the Sydney Cricket
Ground, with Austral ia achieving that mark
against South Africa in 2006. But India gave it a
massive go, passing 288 in the final session to fray
the nerves of Australian team throwing everything
they had at them.

The visitors abandoned any hope of victory but
they bravely clung on for the draw with Hanuma
Vihari, nursing a hamstring injury, surviving 161 balls
for just 23 runs and Ravi Ashwin, who had treatment
on his ribs, making 39. The 256 balls they faced in
their unbeaten partnership of 62 was the most by an
India sixth-wicket pair on Australian soil, helping
steer them to 334 for five at the close, 73 runs adrift. 

Paine’s costly drops
Their resistance was built on the back of an

explosive 97 from Rishabh Pant and a typically gritty
77 from Cheteshwar Pujara, who passed 6,000 Test
runs, but also helped by wicketkeeper Tim Paine
dropping three catches.

“Our talk coming into this morning was to show

character and fight till the end, not to think about the
result,” said India skipper Ajinkya Rahane. “I’m real-
ly happy with the way we fought, especially today
but throughout the game. There are few areas we
can improve on, but special mention to Vihari and
Ashwin. The way they batted in the end and showed
character was really good to see.”

An absorbing Test was marked by some high
quality batting, led by man-of-the-match Steve
Smith’s innings of 131 and 81, and Pant’s 97. But it will
also be remembered for allegations India were
racially abused by sections of the Sydney Cricket
Ground crowd, with investigations under way and
tough action promised against the culprits.

After Australia won the first Test in Adelaide by
eight wickets and India bounced back in Melbourne
by the same margin, the series now heads to
Brisbane later this week for the final chapter. It will
be a depleted India again at the Gabba, with fast
bowlers Mohammed Shami and Umesh Yadav and
batsmen KL Rahul out injured.

There are now doubts over the participation of
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja, who dislocated his
thumb in Sydney, and Vihari whio could barely run
during his rearguard knock. “I thought we created
enough chances to win the game, this one’s a tough
to swallow,” said Paine.

“I thought our bowlers were superb all day,
Nathan (Lyon) tried everything, the quicks were
awesome. “Just didn’t hold our catches, myself in
particular. You’ve got to cop the blame for that, wear

it and move on to Brisbane.”

Pant onslaught
Australia removed openers Shubman Gill for 31

and Rohit Sharma for 52 before stumps on day four,
and when Lyon accounted for Rahane without
adding to his overnight four in Monday’s second
over the end appeared nigh. But Pant, who took a

nasty blow to his elbow while batting in the first
innings and didn’t keep wicket on Sunday, surpris-
ingly came in at number five ahead of Vihari and
produced some fireworks. He came to the wicket
with no strapping on his hurt elbow and, after set-
tling in and surviving a missed catch by Tim Paine on
three, began to hit out, smacking a four and a six off
Lyon on consecutive balls.  — AFP
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Series heads to Brisbane for final chapter later this week

Defiant India stand firm for
draw in third Australia Test

Sheikh Mishal
patronizes Crown
Prince Cup final
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah patronizes the final match
of His Highness the Crown Prince Football Cup between
Kuwait SC and Qadsia SC. Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi will
represent His Highness the Crown Prince in the match
that takes place at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium
at 7:00 pm this evening. — KUNA

SYDNEY: Australia’s Mitchell Starc (center) bowls to India’s Ravichandran Ashwin during the fifth day of the third cricket
Test match between Australia and India at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) in Sydney yesterday. —AFP

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Al-Attiyah adds
another Dakar
Rally stage win 
NEOM, Saudi Arabia: Qatari driver Nasser Al-
Attiyah won stage eight of the Dakar Rally yester-
day, covering the 375 kilometers of the timed spe-
cial between Sakaka and Neom in Saudi Arabia in
just under three hours.

Three-time champion Al-Attiyah has now won
four of eight stages of this year’s edition as well as
the prologue but still trails Frenchman Stephane
Peterhansel by 4min 50sec. Last year’s winner
Carlos Sainz finished 52sec behind Al-Attiyah along
the Red Sea coastline, with Peterhansel third as he
stayed on course to capture a record-extending

14th Dakar title.
Sainz is third overall at 38min 55sec ahead of

Tuesday’s ninth stage, a 579km loop on sandy
tracks around Neom that is expected to be one of
the toughest of the rally. Chile’s Jose Ignacio
Cornejo extended his advantage in the motorbike
category with his first stage victory of the event.

Cornejo gained over a minute on nearest rival
Toby Price, having led by just one second on
Sunday. American Ricky Brabec, winner of the 2020
rally, was almost three minutes adrift in third. French
rider Xavier de Soultrait withdrew from the compe-
tition following a heavy crash on stage eight. He was
taken to hospital in Tabuk for observation and had
been fourth overall at the time.

De Soultrait was considered among the favorites
and had briefly occupied first place last week fol-
lowing stage four. Britain’s Sam Sunderland is third
overall, 5min 57sec off the pace after crossing
fourth in Monday’s special, with Brabec in sixth at
17min 42sec. — AFP

India skipper
Kohli announces
birth of daughter
NEW DELHI: Indian cricket superstar Virat Kohli,
who pulled out of a Test series in Australia to attend
the birth of his first child, said yesterday his
Bollywood actress wife Anushka Sharma had deliv-
ered a girl. The captain, who returned to Mumbai
after playing in the first Test in Adelaide, said
Sharma and their daughter were doing well.

“Anushka and the baby are both healthy and we are
feeling beyond blessed to start this new chapter of
our lives,” Kohli, 32, tweeted. The pair married in
Italy in December 2017 after being in a relationship
for several years.

Sharma, 32, is one of the highest-paid actresses
in Bollywood. She was last seen on the big screen in
the 2018 film “Zero”, and has also been working on
content for streaming platforms. The announcement
came as India salvaged a hard-fought draw in the
third Test in Sydney on Monday after being set a
daunting target of 407. “Welcome to parenthood. A
big hug to the little one, who’ll give you happiness
like you’ve never experienced before,” tweeted fel-
low cricketer all-rounder Hardik Pandya. — AFP

NEOM, Saudi Arabia: Mini’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz and co-driver Lucas Cruz compete during stage 8 of the Dakar
Rally 2021 between Sakaka and Neom, in Saudi Arabia yesterday. — AFP

Fatat club leads
indoor women’s
football league
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Fatat women’s football team beat
Kuwait 5-2 recently and took the top place in the
URC indoor women’s football league with 16 points.
Kuwait remain in second place with 10 points. The
second match was between Qadsiya and Arabi.
Qadsiya won 4-3 following an exciting match.

Qadsiya is now in fourth place with 7 points, while
Arabi is third on goal difference with 10 points.

Fatat scored five goals, making it hard for
Kuwait players, who could only manage one goal
in the first half. In the second half, Kuwait’s players
tried hard to make a comeback but failed, although
they managed to score a second goal. Fatat goal-
scorers were Noor Al-Hufaiti, Haifa Al-Qadari (2),
Kawther Abbas and Naseema Ghulami. Kuwait’s
goals were scored by Fajer Al-Amer and Fajer
Mohammad. In the other game, the second half
was exciting after the yellow shirts were up by two
goals, with the score at 4-2. The green shirts
scored another and did their best to almost equal-
ize, if not for goalkeeper Lura Ibrahim.

A picture from the Qadsiya and Arabi match in the URC
indoor women’s football league.

KUWAIT: A picture from the Fatat women’s football team
against Kuwait in the URC indoor women’s football league.


