
WASHINGTON: Digital health care is in the
spotlight at the tech industry’s big event this week
amid a pandemic that has highlighted the impor-
tance of remote services, with a potentially lasting
impact on medical delivery. The Consumer
Electronics Show, which is being held online from
yesterday, will showcase technology for remote
patient visits, biosensors and a range of other gad-
getry that can help people avoid doctors’ offices
and waiting rooms.

Demand for telehealth services was projected to
have risen 64 percent in the US alone, according to
Frost & Sullivan researchers, underscoring the need
for better communications platforms, home moni-
toring devices and more. “We have learned that
going into waiting rooms with other sick patients
can be problematic and people are looking for other
ways of getting care,” said Samir Qamar, a family
physician and founder of MedWand, which is
expected to launch its device with 10 diagnostic
tools for remote care this year.

Qamar, who is speaking at a CES panel, said the
pandemic also exposed gaps in telemedicine includ-
ing a lack of accessible internet for some population
segments.

“One of the big problems is the lack of ability to
examine patients remotely,” Qamar told AFP.

Companies have been developing remote tools
that can be used at home, including stethoscopes,
otoscopes, heart and blood pressure monitors, but
need to show they are highly accurate in order to
gain regulatory approval, Qamar noted. CES
exhibitors will be showing devices that monitor the

elderly living alone for signs of medical issues,
wearables that help with early detection of disease
as well as various diagnostic tools.

Also on display will be an array of workplace
health gadgets, from smart thermometers to air
purifiers and sanitizing robots. “Crazy devices such
as personal air purifiers that were viewed with
amusement last year will be viewed as much more
relevant this year,” said Richard Windsor, an inde-
pendent technology analyst who pens the Radio
Free Mobile blog.

Digital records, analytics 
Another important element for remote medical

care is keeping track of health data and using ana-
lytics tools to better understand the risks for
COVID-19 as well as other diseases, notes Bettina
Experton, chief executive at the digital health plat-
form Humetrix, a longtime CES exhibitor.

With more people turning to telemedicine,
“sometimes the physician might not have an existing
relationship with the patient, so there is a critical
need for their medical history,” Experton said.

“We have developed various mobile applications
with medical history which you can share with the
push of a button.” The platform, which is available
for individuals and insurers, also uses artificial intel-
ligence to help assess risks for people affected by
the coronavirus.

Similarly, Tokyo-based Axion Research will be
unveiling an early-detection system that predicts
disease risks, including for cancer and Alzheimer’s,
using AI to “map” people’s health outlook.

Fitness evolves
While CES has long focused on consumer prod-

ucts for fitness, this has increasingly been applied to
the healthcare field as technology advances, said
Robin Murdoch of the consulting group Accenture,
who follows the show. “It has been focused on the

consumer side of health and fitness, but there is
some crossover,” Murdoch said. “You now have
smartwatches and other devices which monitor your
pulse, your blood oxygen and more, and that pro-
vides a lot of data” that can be applied for medical
purposes. —AFP
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Digital health in spotlight as 
virus shifts tech show focus

Pregnant women can now perform at-home ultrasound scans with a smartphone device. —AFP

Brexit, COVID 
threaten 250,000 
small UK firms
LONDON: More than one quarter of a million
small British businesses face bankruptcy this year
without more state help amid coronavirus and post-
Brexit trade fallout, a study showed yesterday.

“A record number of small business owners are
planning to close their firms over the coming twelve
months, putting the UK on course to lose more than
a quarter of a million businesses,” the Federation of
Small Businesses estimated after last month
quizzing 1,401 firms on their outlooks.

The FSB meanwhile said that Britain’s financial
support measures in response to Covid-19 did not
“keep pace” with tightening lockdown restrictions.
It added in its study that exporters were “feeling the
strain as (the) new EU-UK trade deal beds in” fol-
lowing Britain’s recent exit from European Union
single market and customs union.

FSB National Chairman Mike Cherry called on
the UK government look at how emergency debt
facilities could help small businesses to survive. And
he urged the adoption of “transition vouchers” to
help firms cope with uncertainty surrounding the

Brexit trade deal that came into force on January 1.
“Our exporters are trying to get across what a

new EU-UK trade agreement means for them with-
out the cash they need to make adjustments,”
Cherry said.

“Direct funding to help them manage new obli-
gations in the form of transition vouchers is urgently
needed. “This government can stem losses and pro-
tect the businesses of the future-but only if it acts
now,” he added. — AFP 

CES to showcase technology for remote patient visits, biosensors and gadgetry

Big tech show 
goes on, in 
virtual format 
SAN FRANCISCO: The big tech show goes on,
but online only: the 2021 Consumer Electronics
Show kicked off yesterday aiming to create connec-
tions and showcase the latest in robotics, smart
devices, digital health and more.

Some 1,800 exhibitors will be participating in the
show, forced to go online-only by the coronavirus
pandemic.  The new format will be a challenge for
one of the world’s largest trade events. In previous
years, the Las Vegas extravaganza pulled in more
than 4,000 exhibitors from startups to big multina-
tionals, with upwards of 175,000 attendees.

The event opens with a media day-normally
packed with press conferences in Las Vegas ball-
rooms-replaced with streamed video presenta-
tions from companies, such as Hisense, LG,
Samsung and Sony.

The Consumer Technology Association, the trade
group producing the event, will also unveil its fore-
cast and trends for 2021. Gary Shapiro, president
and chief executive of the group, said the first all-
digital show would be “showcasing the latest trends
and innovation in artificial intelligence, 5G, digital
health, smart cities, vehicle tech and beyond.”

Digital CES is relying on artificial intelligence to
match interests indicated in attendee profiles with
exhibitors, hoping to put a software spin on the
serendipity of stumbling upon cool products on
show-floors. Software will recommend people or
exhibitors to connect with and provide tools for
online meetings or chats.

CES has more than 300 speakers lined up, and a

heightened focus on sessions diving into issues such
as privacy and 5G internet. Sessions will be immedi-
ately available for replay on demand, and remain
accessible until mid-February, according to CES
organizers.

When the virtual show floor opens today, atten-
dees will be able to click into online exhibition
booths for demos and chats. Some unveilings that
would normally draw crowds in Las Vegas are going
ahead in the virtual space: Audi is set to launch its
electric sports car, and LG will show off a large
bendable display for gamers; other companies will
be releasing gadgets adapted to superfast 5G wire-
less networks which are gaining traction. But some
analysts say the lack of in-person events has
pushed many participants to the sidelines.

“A large part of the show is likely to be missing in

action,” said Richard Windsor, an independent tech-
nology analyst who writes the Radio Free Mobile
blog. Windsor said health tech will be at “the top of
the agenda” for the pandemic-hit event, which he
said will likely be “a diminished experience” com-
pared with prior shows. Show organizers said they
hope to deliver a new kind of experience which can
be useful to the expected online crowd of 100,000
or more.

“CES is one of the most experiential events in
the world, where attendees can actually see and
touch and experience the latest innovations,”
CTA spokeswoman Jean Foster said during a
briefing ahead of the show. “And while we can’t
recreate that magic that happens in Las Vegas,
we can bring our audiences a new and unique
whole digital experience.” —AFP

Some 1,800 exhibitors will be participating in the show, forced to go online-only by the coronavirus pandemic. 

HK tracker fund 
stops investing in 
China firms on 
US ban list
HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s original stock mar-
ket tracker said yesterday it would make no new
investments in firms listed by Washington as
having links to China’s military as it also recom-
mended Americans no longer invest in the fund.

The announcement is the latest stark illustra-
tion of how tensions between the world’s two
biggest economies are causing headaches for
international firms in Hong Kong, which has long
served as China’s gateway to global markets.
Outgoing US President Donald Trump issued an
order in November banning Americans from
investing in Chinese firms deemed to be supply-
ing or supporting the Asian giant’s military.
Yesterday the Tracker Fund of Hong Kong
(TraHK) — which has some US$14 billion in
assets-said it was complying with that order.

“In light of the Executive Order, TraHK will
not make any new investments in a sanctioned
entity with effect from 11 January 2021,” the
company wrote in a statement to the stock
exchange.  “TraHK is no longer appropriate for
US Persons to invest. You should consider
whether this is an appropriate investment for
you,” it added. Yesterday Goldman Sachs,
Morgan Stanley and JPMorgan Chase also said
they would delist some 500 structured products
in Hong Kong to comply with the same execu-
tive order.

TraHK was set up by Hong Kong’s govern-
ment following the 1998 Asian financial crash
and is the city’s biggest exchange traded fund. It
is run by the Asian arm of State Street Global
Advisors, a massive US asset management firm.

Investors and businesses have been scram-
bling to respond to Trump’s often vaguely-
worded executive orders targeting China. Last
week the New York Stock Exchange confirmed,
after a dizzying few days of reversals and confu-
sion, that it was delisting three state-owned
Chinese telecom giants.

Trump also signed an executive order ban-
ning transactions involving Alipay, WeChat Pay
and other apps linked to Chinese companies,
drawing strong criticism from Beijing.

Over the weekend China published new rules
to protect its firms from “unjustified” foreign
laws that will allow Chinese courts to punish
global companies for complying with foreign
restrictions and sanctions. Hong Kong-based
firms are finding themselves acutely vulnerable
to the crossfire of these spiralling tensions and
competing restrictions. 

Last year the US imposed sanctions on multi-
ple Chinese and Hong Kong officials over
Beijing’s crackdown on democracy supporters in
the city. The restrictions bar financial institutions
from doing any transactions with the sanctioned
individuals.  — AFP

LONDON: A digital display at a bus station warns pedestrians of the new strain of coronavirus in central London as
England entered a third lockdown due to the novel coronavirus COVID-19. — AFP


