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News in brief

33,414 work permits for
stranded expats cancelled

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
canceled 33,414 work permits for expatriate
workers whose permits expired while they were
abroad, spokesperson Aseel Al-Mezyed said yes-
terday. A total of canceled permit reached 91,854,
she added.

Attempted murder

KUWAIT: A Gulf national attempted to kill a
young bedoon man in Mansouriya after differ-
ences between the two escalated, Al-Rai Arabic
daily reported yesterday. The suspect ran over
the victim, leading to several fractures that
required his admission to the ICU. The case is
being considered as a felony. A bedoon called
interior ministry operations and said a Gulf
national deliberately ran over his son before
escaping. An attempted murder charge was filed
as police are looking for the suspect.

Reckless behavior

KUWAIT: Traffic officers in Ahmadi detained a
driver for reckless behavior and violation of traf-
fic law, reported Al-Rai. Police received several
calls about the driver in Dhaher, as he caused the
closure of various streets and junctions, until he
was found and arrested. The suspect is a Kuwaiti
in his 20s. His car was impounded as several vio-
lations were registered against it.

Two ambulances donated

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
donated two fully equipped ambulances for the
Palestinian Red Crescent. KRCS Chairman of
Board of Directors Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said that the
donation comes within the spirit of continuous
cooperation between both sides in various
humanitarian fields. This donation will save many
lives and cover part of the hospitals’ need for
ambulances to transport patients through the
Palestinian Red Crescent, he said.

Kuwait announces 527 new
COVID-19 cases, two deaths

New vaccine shipment arrives as inoculation capacity set to increase
KUWAIT: The Kuwait i  Ministry of  Health
announced yesterday logging 527 new coron-
avirus cases detected in the past 24 hours, rais-
ing the caseload to 154,841. Ministry spokesper-
son Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad reported two deaths
that were pronounced within the same period,
putting the death toll at 945. He added that
10,087 swab tests were taken during the same
period, as the total reached 1,337,514. The min-
istry had earlier announced that 366 patients
have recovered within the same period, putting
the total number of recoveries at 149,373. The
number of  pat ients  in  intensive care units
reached 50 as of yesterday, while the total num-
ber of patients receiving treatment stood at
4,523, Dr Sanad noted. 

In other news, the second shipment of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine arrived in Kuwait on
Saturday, Al-Anba Arabic daily reported yester-
day quoting an informed source. Priority in vac-
cination is currently given to frontline and health
care workers, people above the age of 65 and

people that suffer from chronic diseases. All resi-
dents of Kuwait, including citizens and expatri-
ates, can register on the health ministry’s website
to get vaccinated free of charge.

The new batch of the vaccine was transported

immediately to the vaccination center at the
Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref,
where it is being stored in refrigerators, the
source said. The report does not mention the

number of doses included in the second batch,
but the source says it is enough to vaccinate tar-
geted categories until the third batch arrives. The
first batch had arrived on December 23, and
included 150,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine.

There is no timetable for when the third batch
might arrive, but ministry sources quoted in an
Al-Qabas daily report three days ago predicted
Kuwait to receive a new shipment every week or
10 days. The sources also expected the maximum
vaccination capacity to increase from 1,400 to
2,000 this week, and noted that more than
10,000 people have already been vaccinated.

Kuwaiti medical authorities have not reported
any cases of side effects among people who have
received the vaccine, Dr Fahad Al-Ghemlas,
Public Health Director at the Ministry of Health,
said. He also revealed in an interview published
in Al-Jarida Arabic daily yesterday that Hall 6 at
Kuwait International Fairground is going to be
opened soon to join Hall 5, noting that Hall 6
alone has a capacity of 150 vaccination units. 

366 patients
recovered 

in 24 hours

Info Minister
rejects KUNA’s
recurring mistakes
KUWAIT: Minister of
Information and
Minister of State for
Youth Affairs
Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi yesterday
expressed rejection of
recurring errors by
Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) in its news-
cast recently. The min-
ister has affirmed his
rejection of irresponsi-
ble acts that harm the history of the official
news agency. Minister Mutairi, in a press
statement, said KUNA’s Deputy Director
General and the team involved in the incident
would be subject to investigations to deter-
mine circumstances of the issue and bring
slack staff into account for the sake of ensur-
ing that such mistakes do not recur in the
future. Such errors will not be allowed in the
future, he has emphasized. The news agency
plays a crucial role in coverage of local and
international news with utter credibility and
transparency as it is a reliable source, however
the errors that have taken place affect its emi-
nent status, the information minister added.
Moreover, Minister Mutairi has affirmed that
he will work for improving the situation at the
news agency. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
met yesterday with the new
Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Al-
Hashemi Ajeeli. The two sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations, as well as

regional and international develop-
ments, Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement. Assistant
Foreign Minister for Deputy Foreign
Minister’s office Ayham Al-Omar
attended the meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait‘s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets Tunisian
Ambassador to Kuwait Al-Hashemi Ajeeli. — KUNA

Deputy FM meets Tunisian
Ambassador

Oil Minister
holds talks
with OAPEC
official
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Oil Minister Dr
Mohammad Al-Fares held talks with
Secretary General of the Organization
of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OAPEC) Ali bin Sabt on current devel-
opments in the oil and gas sectors at the
Arab and international levels. Kuwait’s
Ministry of Oil said in a joint statement,
yesterday, that Dr Al-Fares, also
Minister of Electricity and Water, dis-
cussed with the OAPEC secretary gen-
eral most significant activities by the
organization after the latest OAPEC
meeting, held in December 2020, during
which a scheme to overhaul the organi-
zation was approved. The endorsed

plan was designed to provide support
for the OAPEC General Secretariat
activities that are being planned and
executed in tandem with current inno-
vations in the gas and oil industries.
Meanwhile, the minister hosted the UN
Secretary General’s Envoy Dr Tareq Al-
Sheikh, accompanying figures and a
number of ambassadors to the State of
Kuwait, as they discussed issues of
common concern. — KUNA

Dr Mohammad Al-Fares meets OAPEC
Secretary General Ali bin Sabt. 
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Oil Minister Dr Mohammad Al-Fares meets UN Secretary General’s Envoy Dr Tareq
Al-Sheikh, accompanying figures and a number of ambassadors to Kuwait.


