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Kuwait authority, UK agency join  
hands to protect marine environment

Paper’s publishing a landmark in promoting environmental research
KUWAIT: UK Government’s Centre for 
Environment Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 
(Cefas) and the Kuwait Environment Public 
Authority (EPA) reached an important milestone in 
their relationship with the joint publication of a 
review paper in an international marine science 
journal. The published work describes the status of 
biodiversity in the marine environment surrounding 
Kuwait. It highlights the importance of preserving 
healthy and productive seas, which are vital for both 
food and water security along with providing 
unique coastal habitats, which will help reduce the 
impacts of climate change.  

Cefas and EPA have been working together to 
address the challenges of 
marine environmental man-
agement by strengthening 
regulation, developing the 
evidence to inform decision 
making, and building capaci-
ty for long-term sustainable 
environmental management. 
This program of work is sup-
porting Kuwait to sustainably 
use its significant marine 
resources and realize the potential of its marine-
based economies. 

 
Economic resource 

Dr Brett Lyons, Scientific lead for the Cefas team 
in the Gulf said: “The coastline and waters sur-
rounding Kuwait are vitally important in terms of an 
economic resource, through industries such as fish-
ing and those associated with tourism and other 
recreational activities. Having clean and healthy 
seas are essential for improving the quality of life of 
residents who enjoy using the beach or spend time 
out at sea on a regular basis. The seas around 
Kuwait are also home to a unique mix of ecosys-
tems, plants and animals, such as coral reefs, turtles 
and endangered species of shark that are both 

regional and globally important.” 
He added: “But currently the Gulf is facing a dual 

climate and biodiversity crisis, with sea water tem-
peratures expected to rise three times faster than 
the global average. The Gulf already experiences 
environmental extremes and is one of the world’s 
warmest seas. Globally around a million animal and 
plant species are now threatened with extinction. 
The data and assessments generated during this 
work program will contribute to Kuwait’s reporting 
requirements for United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. Furthermore, the publication of 
our work in an international marine science journal 
helps to demonstrate that Kuwait is developing a 

marine monitoring program 
that meets International 
best practice and is pro-
ducing data that will con-
tribute to the regional 
understanding of the Gulf’s 
marine environment.”  

 
Very precious 

Dr Abdullah Al-Zaiden, 
Deputy Director of EPA 

said: “Our marine environment is very precious and 
is instrumental to our economy, culture and future 
prosperity. Kuwait now faces a multitude of envi-
ronmental challenges, which necessitates better 
marine monitoring and management. We have been 
working with Cefas to develop management plans 
to help protect our marine environment. In parallel 
we have been developing a program of rehabilita-
tion projects, including mangrove plantations to 
help restore and improve coastal environments. 
These will ultimately help to support biodiversity, 
acting as a nursery ground for important commer-
cial species, and help protect the coast from sea 
level rise linked to climate change. To support this, 
we recently met with representatives from the 
diplomatic community, the United Nations 

Development Programme and World Bank to dis-
cuss how we can coordinate efforts internationally 
to better protect our marine environment.”  

Michael Davenport, British Ambassador to 
Kuwait said: “Protecting our marine environment is 
a global challenge which requires co-ordinated 
action between international agencies. Therefore, I 
am delighted to see EPA and UK’s leading 
Government marine science agency, Cefas, continu-
ing to work together to address this important issue 
here in Kuwait. Healthy coastal areas will better 
support important ecosystems that are essential 
breeding grounds for many species of fish and 

shellfish. It is vital we support and cherish our 
coastal habitats, as maintaining and rehabilitating 
them will be an important tool in the fight against 
the impacts of climate change. We recently hosted a 
virtual roundtable to hear about the work done by 
EPA to rehabilitate the marine environment.” This 
event was attended by an international coalition, 
including representatives from the French and 
Italian Embassies, UNDP and World Bank. Such 
nature-based solutions will be a priority area for 
discussion when the UK hosts the 26th UN Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties, or COP26, in 
Glasgow in 2021. 

KUWAIT: UK’s CEFAS and EPA scientists collaborating on projects to assess Kuwait’s marine environment.

Work describes 
Kuwait’s marine 
biodiversity

KUWAIT: People shop at the main fish market in Sharq yesterday. Shrimping ban in Kuwaiti waters was set to begin on December 31, 2020, but it was postponed until February 1, 2021 similar to the case in neighboring 
countries. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Continued from Page 1 
 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi slammed Republican 

lawmakers for blocking the resolution. “The House 
Republicans rejected this legislation to protect 
America, enabling the president’s unhinged, unstable 
and deranged acts of sedition to continue,” Pelosi 
said in a statement. “Their complicity endangers 
America, erodes our democracy, and it must end.” 

“This was an attempted coup, to overthrow the 
government, and we have a responsibil ity as 
Congress to respond to that,” Congressmen David 
Cicil l ine, who introduced the resolution, told 

reporters afterward. “We have a particular responsi-
bility to hold everyone accountable who was involved 
in any way, from the president on down,” he said. 

Trump has been largely silent in recent days - 
making few statements and holding no news confer-
ences. Twitter, his favored public platform, has 
banned him for language that could incite violence. 
He plans to travel to Texas today in one of his final 
trips as president, reportedly to claim success in 
delivering on his pledge to build a border wall to 
keep immigrants from Mexico out of the US. 

As Democrats began to act, the US Capitol build-
ing was open to lawmakers and staff but under tight 
security and ringed by a metal fence after 
Wednesday’s assault by Trump supporters that left 
five people dead. Inside, some windows and doors 
that were broken and breached by rioters remained 
boarded up with plywood, while reinforced glass on 
the outside doors near the Rotunda bore cracks from 
repeated battering. — AFP 

Dems move to  
impeach...
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Just as the first flight to Riyadh was preparing to 

take off, Qatar Airways tweeted that services to 
Jeddah and Dammam would resume later in the week. 

Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates have both 
opened their airspace to Qatari aviation under the 
deal but there has been no word on when the first 
direct flights will take off to or from those two 
nations. Yesterday’s flight flew straight across 
Bahrain according to specialist flight tracker 
FlightAware. 

Saudi Arabia’s closure of its airspace forced 

Qatar Airways aircraft to fly over Iran, Riyadh’s 
archrival and long-time adversary of Washington, 
paying significant overflight fees to Tehran in the 
process. The New York Times has reported that 
Qatar pays $100 million annually to fly over the 
Islamic republic, citing diplomatic sources. The 
schism also complicated regional travel, divided 
families and raised costs faced by Qatari businesses. 

US national security adviser Robert O’Brien said 
in November that allowing Qatari planes to fly over 
Saudi Arabia via an “air bridge” was a priority for 
the outgoing Trump administration. The economic 
hit of the crisis, coinciding with low oil prices and 
the coronavirus downturn, was felt across the 
region. Well-heeled Saudis were unable to visit 
Doha for holidays and long weekends while expats 
living in Qatar were unable to visit popular destina-
tions like Dubai without tedious detours via Kuwait 
or Oman. — AFP 

Qatar-Saudi flights 
resume after...
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deserved the designation for “continuous efforts to 

prolong the conflict and cause the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis”, while Riyadh said the move would 
help put “an end to the activities” of the rebels. 

Pompeo also designated three leaders of the move-
ment as terrorists, including their chief Abdul Malik Al-
Houthi. He pointed to a Dec 30 attack on an airport in 
Yemen’s second city Aden, which killed 26 people and 
was blamed by the Saudi-backed government on the 
Houthis. The Houthis control the capital Sanaa and 
much of the north, and are already under US sanctions. 

The designation is likely to dissuade any third par-
ties from transacting with the Houthi authorities for fear 
of US prosecution. Aid groups had warned Pompeo 
against the blacklisting, saying they have no option but 
to deal with what is the de facto government in north-
ern Yemen. “This is pure diplomatic vandalism,” David 
Miliband, president of the International Rescue 
Committee, said in a statement. “The last thing the 
Yemeni people need is further interruption of aid and 

economic flows.” 
The Norwegian Refugee Council said the US must 

ensure sanctions do not block aid from entering “a 
country already in the middle of a full-blown humani-
tarian catastrophe”. Save the Children said the meas-
ures come as data shows “millions of people in the 
country are edging closer to famine”. It could “threaten 
the supply of lifesaving food, fuel and medicine,” they 
warned. French aid group Action Contre la Faim (ACF) 
said the designation would have “an immediate 
impact”. 

Key US lawmakers yesterday urged a speedy rever-
sal. The designation “is a death sentence for thousands 
of Yemenis”, tweeted Senator Chris Murphy, a promi-
nent member of Biden’s Democratic Party. “It will cut 
off humanitarian aid, make peace talks nearly impossi-
ble and empower Iran. Biden should reverse this policy 
on day one.” Representative Gregory Meeks, the 
Democrat who heads the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said the move was “only pushing a political 
solution to the conflict further out of reach”. 

As Trump’s administration ramps up pressure on 
Iran, it could frustrate Biden if he seeks to ease sanc-
tions and return to a nuclear deal. US officials and 
analysts say Iran has armed the Houthis, but some 
experts question the extent of cooperation. Some sug-
gest Tehran is primarily interested in bogging down 
Saudi Arabia. — AFP 
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In a related development, opposition MP 

Hamdan Al-Azemi said yesterday that new Finance 
Minister Khalifa Hamada has invited bids for 
installing and operating a system to manage inte-
grated taxes. He warned the minister against going 
ahead with the project, saying that there is no legis-
lation for taxation in the country to warrant estab-
lishing such a system. Azemi insisted that all MPs 
will strongly reject any attempt by the government 
to impose taxes on citizens, saying Kuwait is among 
major donor countries. 

At its weekly meeting yesterday, the Cabinet yes-
terday decided to resume the return of domestic 
helpers from Jan 17, but insisted on the application 
of health measures. The process was launched sever-
al weeks ago but suspended last month after the 
suspension of commercial flights at Kuwait airport in 
order to protect Kuwait from a new strain of the 
coronavirus. The return of domestic helpers will be 

organized through an online website. 
The Cabinet also decided that all people arriving 

in Kuwait must produce a negative PCR test taken 
at least 72 hours before arrival. This decision will be 
effective from Jan 17. The Cabinet decided that air-
line companies will bear the cost of two coronavirus 
tests to be conducted on passengers - on arrival at 
the airport and another during the quarantine peri-
od. The Cabinet urged all citizens and expats to 
take the vaccination against the coronavirus 
because of the dangerous situation after the spread 
of the new virus strain. 

Meanwhile, around 20 opposition MPs yesterday 
held a meeting to assess the situation in light of the 
Cabinet’s reported resignation last week. The resig-
nation however has not yet been announced, 
although ministers are boycotting National 
Assembly meetings.  

MP Thamer Al-Suwait said the meeting was held 
to coordinate future moves in light of domestic 
political developments. He said the meeting also 
discussed various constitutional options and 
stressed the need to respect constitutional princi-
ples that guarantee popular supervision. MP Saleh 
Al-Mutairi said the meeting stressed that those who 
commit mistakes will be held to account regardless 
if the government has resigned or not.  

MPs submit bill 
to impose...


